
From Your President...It has been a privilege to serve as your President this year.  I would like to reflect on what WAOW 
has accomplished in 2009.

Our members voted to accept the By-Law revisions which include a new level of membership, the Master Level. We held a very suc-
cessful member juried exhibition at Saks Galleries in spite of the interesting economy. In recognizing the growth of the internet, we 
have begun our first of many on-line shows. Our first one was very successful and we are already gearing up for the next one! 

We began using the CAFE system for the membership jurying process, which has been a learning curve for all, but was well worth 
the effort.

We now have a scholarship fund in memory of a devoted member, Lynn Thomas. A portion of the sales of our aprons and designated 
memorial gifts are helping to grow this fund. The Board is working on the application pro-
cess as well as other details so that the Fund can be available for members.

We are working on another exciting venue for our annual juried show. This has taken
more time due to the changes in the art world.

All of these projects have taken time away from the easel and sculpting studio for our
busy volunteers, who also juggle life stuff in addition to art. I thank every one of you
for your gift of time to WAOW.

We will be needing more helping hands as we move into 2010. Please consider giving
a little time to WAOW. It is worth it....and visit our website and yahoo group often. 
That’s how we communicate best.

Amy Evans

the voice of the

Women Artists of the West
theWest Wind

Volume 40     Issue Two Summer/Fall 2009

Barbara Parish and Brenda Bruckner have generously offered to donate time to Women Artists of the West by 
taking over the newsletter from editor Mary Ann Cherry. They will divide the duties, so your West Wind is more able to be 
delivered quarterly! 

Barbara Parish will be accepting the WAOW board member’s information and YOUR member news. Please send your 
WAOW news to her from now on.  Ladies, remember to send your news and biographies in paragraph form in a format that 
can be copied, cut and pasted as editable text. If you have no computer you will need to send it by snail mail, but otherwise 
send editable text. Do not send it as a jpeg or scanned image so that they have to type it all over again. AND please Do NOT 
send press releases that they have to decipher and rewrite. They are taking precious art time to compile our news and infor-
mation - not to recreate it!
Brenda Bruckner will be editing and formatting your member biographies from now on. New members who have not yet 
been featured in the newsletter can send their (short please) biographies to Brenda. Again - editable text please!

  WELCOME OUR NEW CO-EDITORS OF THE WEST WIND!

Send your news to: :
     Barbara Parish
                  P.O. Box 401743
                  Hesperia, Ca 92340
     barbaraparish@verizon.net 
                  Cell: 760 662-3547

Send your bios to: :
  Brenda Bruckner                  

 29254 319th Ave
  Colome, SD 57528

horsenut@gwtc.net
  605.842.1797



MEMBER NEWS

Kathi Peters had a busy spring and summer. She had an inter-
view in Art Horse Magazine that promoted quite a lot of interest 
in her art. She says, “It is neat to see your work showcased in an 
international publication!”  
She also had a solo show in May in Lexington, at Gallery B. 
The show titled” Finding My Voice” dealt metaphorically with 
her stroke recovery through works done since 2006 until present 
time. A portion of the proceeds from this show were donated to 
the National Stroke Foundation.  In August she did a demo 
of a painting in casein at the opening reception at Equidae Gal-
lery in Saratoga Springs, NY.  
Kathi’s work was also be exhibit- 
ed in the gallery. Kathi has an 
email newsletter - if you would 
like to sign up for it visit 
http://www.kathipeters.com.

equine painting at left by Peters>

Ellie Freudenstein was juried 
into the California Art Club’s  
98th Annual Gold Medal Juried 
Exhibition. The California Art 
club showing was at the Pasadena 
Museum of California Art. Congratulations, Ellie!
 
Yvonne Kitchen writes - “Gypsy Wizard” (see below) won 
the Professional Sculpture division of the Dancing Horse Farm 
show in Ohio.  I entered him instead of “Hobbled” because of 
the difference in shipping costs for a 
bronze weighing about half as much. 
He had been juried into the Western 
States Horse Expo,  which is where 
I met the delightful yearling, ‘Gypsy 
Vanner’, and his family four years 
ago.  So his image has gone full 
circle. He is a real ambassador for 
his breed.”

Reenie Kennedy was named the winner of the 2009 Cover Art 
Competition for The American Artist Watercolor Magazine.  
Her work was featured on the cover - as well as a nice writeup 
inside  - when the edition came out this fall!  The title of the 
painting was “ The Perch”.
 
June Towill Brown, was a featured scultor on site at the Pacific 
Crest Gallery in South Lake Tahoe over Memorial Weekend, 
May 23– 24. The Pacific Crest Gallery specializes in Western, 
American Indian and wildlife art in bronzes, paintings and 
photography. 14 sculptures of June’s were added to the Pacific 
Crest Gallery collection. She does much of her work by “series” 
that she develops 
with a narrative story and such series are without question the 
hallmark of Brown’s work.  

Ilene Gienger-Stanfield was June Artist of the Month on the 
artistsnetwork.com.  Congratulations Ilene!

Carol Neely...My first time showing at the St. Paul Western 
Showcase, I entered my painting “Cowboy’s Prayer” in the 
rodeo poster contest and won! 

Francine D’Antuono wanted to let 
WAOW know that she is part of a 
two-woman show “Reins & Manes” 
at Whitehall Gallery in Annapolis, 
MD.   The show is an equine themed 
art show that is running from October 
27 to November 19, 2009 and fea-
tures the art of Francine D’Antuono 
and artist Rana Geralis.  Francine 
has 14 original paintings displayed.  
Thank you! 
<Left image by Francine

Ione Citrin won 2009 - Honorable Mention “MOST CRE-
ATIVE” - “Fish Follies” Juried by Mike Webber/Artist - Cor-
dova Museum - Cordova, Arkansas. She will be having a solo 
show as well,  December 2009, at the Poway Center for the 
Performing Arts - Poway, California.
 
Kathryn McMahon had one of her harbor scenes accepted into  
the National  American Impressionist Society Show.

Leslie Kirchner received a 1st place award in acrylics at the 
Phippen Museum Western Art Show and Sale, as well as partic-
ipating in the quick draw. She also recently received 3rd place 
in oil/acrylics at the Conejo Valley Museums’ Artwalk 09, and 
a 3rd place in Acrylics in the Artistic Designs Gallery Min-
iature Art Show. She will be participating in the Wind River 
Valley Art Guild’s National Art Show again this year, where 
last year she received 1st place in acrylics, along with the Guild 
purchasing her painting “Flying High- Bald Eagle” for their 
permanent collection.

Michelle LaRae had some great publicity about her work on 
the In-N-Out Burger T-Shirt.  The Orange County Register 
wrote an article about her in June.  She had her picture taken 
next to The 1934 Plymouth incorporated into her painting.It’s a 
great articloe and good publicity for Michelle. To read the 
full story:  http://www.ocregister.com/articles/larae-cars-art-
2476324-shirt-says   
Westways Magazine (from Auto Club of Southern California) 
published an interview in October’s Issue in their “A Conversa-
tion With…” section.  I’m not sure if the article was carried in 
the editions of the magazine sent to other states.

Pat Schermerhorn has won the 2009 Fine Arts Award from 
the Wyoming State Historical Society for her pen and ink paint-
ing “The Crossing”.  The painting is of early outfitters and trap-
pers coming out of the Thorofare.  An extreme wilderness area 
SW of Cody and starting in Yellowstone National Park.
 
August 29, 2009 was the auction of the 25 fiber glass buffalo 
that was painted for West Yellowstone, MT.  They were 

Continued on page four...
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Meet WAOW Associate Phyllis Mantik

Phyllis Mantik makes her home in Stillwater, Oklahoma. A native of Canada and a 1978 graduate of the Alberta College of 
Art in Calgary, Phyllis moved to the United States in 1981 to further her career as a Graphic Designer.

She believes that her own introduction to sculpture was by design. From her 
earliest experiences of -completing a sculpture; seeing an image take shape that
began from a lump of clay, she has delighted in creating. Out of this personal joy
she also senses responsibility, as a sculptor, to create work that adds value to our
existence, if only to evoke a simple smile; to touch someone’s heart and for a
moment to capture their emotions. Each time an individual relates to her work 
from their own experiences, it gives the work meaning and keeps it alive. Her
desire as a -sculptor is to be someone who represents goodness in life by creating,
teaching, learning, discovering, sharing, and serving.

She identifies with the words of architect Samuel Mockbee, who said, “The role
of the artist in society is to lift the spirit, to somehow let us see the goodness in 
things.” Those words echo her philosophy as well.

Phyllis has taught sculpture for the Art School in Guthrie, Oklahoma, MultiArts
in Stillwater, Oklahoma and the Oklahoma Sculpture Society. She continues to
study sculpture herself at the Loveland Academy, the Scottsdale Artists School and
workshops sponsored by the Oklahoma Sculpture Society. She has been exhibiting and 
selling her work since 1991 and her sculptures are held in -corporate and private -collections in the U.S. and Canada.

                                                                                          

“One Heart” by Phyl-
lis Mantik

Michelle LaRae - WAOW Associate Member
Mission Viejo, California

Considering all the demands that life puts on us, I strive to create peaceful, calming 
paintings — giving the viewer an opportunity to daydream.  People often comment 
how much they would like to step into one of my paintings.  I balance light with 
shadows and combine soft hues and peaceful colors to produce a breathtaking effect.  
The viewer of my paintings is transported to another place.

WAOW Sympathy  to Leslie
 Allen on the death of her brother.

 WAOW would also like to extend    
 our condolences to Kendra Page. 
 Kendra’s mother  passed away.

 We were sorry to hear that Robin    
 Rogers Cloud lost her father as    
 well.

Our condolences to all...

2009 In-N-Out Burger T-Shirt Artist
landscape website ->  http://www.MichelleLaRae.com
classic car website -> http://www.LaRaeClassicCars.com

“56 Cadi Two” by LaRae



WAOW MEMBER NEWS - continued

painted in 2007 and have roamed around West Yellowstone 
for three summers!  Mine, ‘Buttercup’, is one of the 25.  I also 
did a calf, ‘Poppy’ that was auctioned.  There was an art show 
along with this.  
 
My pen and ink ‘Big Harry’ was juried into the Grass Valley 
Draft Horse Classic.  Big Harry is a huge English Shire.  That 
show was September 24-27, 2009.

Linda Walker writes, “ I was invited to participate in the San 
Dimas Wildlife Festival in San Dimas, CA in Oct. My paint-
ing ‘When I Grow Up’ was juried into the 24th Annual Bosque 
Classic in Clifford, TX, in Sept. Locally I was honored by 
being the featured guest artist for the Northern Artists gallery’s 
20th anniversary this Aug. in Bemidji, Minnesota.”

Ginger Whellock has paintings in the November 22, 09 - Janu-
ary 2, 10. “Mountain Oyster Club - 40th Annual Western Art 
Show”. Once again Ginger’s work will be for sale at this invi-
tational show held at this exclusive club in Tucson, Arizona. 
http://www.mountainoysterclub.com
Two of her paintings have been selected for the Mile High Na-
tional Show hosted by the Pastel Society of Colorado.  Ginger 
paints twice a month in her teaching studio in Castle Pines Vil-
lage, Colorado with a group of great artist friends and welcome 
anyone in the area to join them.  

Michele Usibelli ...For the fourth consecutive year Michele 
is honored be exhibiting in the prestigious exhibition of the 
American Impressionist Society National Juried Exhibition! 
This year she has had two pieces accepted, “Afternoon on 
Broadway” and “Lunch Date”. Please visit the Saks Galleries 
website for a listing of all the wonderful artists included in this 
annual show. Event Dates: 10/23/2009 - 12/1/2009

Gloria Chadwick...I had a condor painting named ‘Preening 
Before Release’ selected as a Paint the Parks Top 50 mini for 
2009. The painting represents Region II; Pinnacles National 
Monument where condors are released back into the wild. The 
first exhibition date was August 1 at the Kolb Gallery on the 
South Rim,  Grand Canyon, Arizona.  Thank you,  Gloria

Barrett Edwards had 18 works featured in a solo show at 
Catherine Kelleghan Fine Art Gallery, in Buckhead, Atlanta, 
for the month of May.  The
show, which opened in May,
was titled:  “Color, Light,
and Emotion: Paintings
from the Georgia Coast to
Tuscany”.

News continued on page 6...

 

Letter from the Webmistress...
We would like to be able to hold more online shows in the 
future, and many of you are still not using the computer for 
anything other than email. Our new online show is going to 
showcase our sculptors and our still life artists and we would 
love to have as many of you participate as possible. We will 
have other online shows in 2010 as well. For our online 
shows, all submissions will be by email. 

Partially repeated article ---

Ladies... It’s a sad fact that the internet and computer are not 
going to go away. We all have to buckle down and learn the 
darn thing as best we can because our marketing and presen-
tations now depend upon those skills. Being a professional 
means doing what it takes to get our work out there.

Please, please - I encourage you to begin learning how to 
resize your photos so that your images can be easily included 
in online shows and so that you have fewer problems getting 
your images together for the individual webpages you are able 
to have on the WAOW website. It’s a money saver as well, to 
be able to make your own marketing materials or at least pre-
pare your brochures etc.  to have them professionally printed.

 While you are learning...don’t despair!
Many of you are not taking advantage of the waow website 
simply because it is difficult for you to prepare your images. 
While we encourage you to learn to do your own images, if 
you cannot yet do so...please contact me as I will help you 
get your page put up. You may snail mail me your images 
to my home address if you need to, along with your artist 
statement, size, medium and price of image, and a blurb about 
each painting. If you can get online - check our site and see 
how others do their artist statement. For those of you who are 
already computer literate - the form is there to fill out on our 
members’ page.

Mary Ann Cherry
760 W. Riverview Dr.
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401
cherryart@cableone.net
(208) 524-1284

“Marsh Peace” 
by Barrett Ewards

Leslie Allen - 

We are sorry to hear that Leslie Allen has 
broken her ankle! One side effect is that she 
cannot get downstairs to her computer, so 
if you were expecting to hear from Leslie 
about anything whatosever, be patient!

Leslie - rest a lot, read alot, get better!
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LAURIE JUSTUS PACE - WAOW ASSOCIATE

As splintering light fractions into thousands of colors, Laurie’s life has encompassed many careers,
from runway model to graphic artist, from musician to singer, from teacher to artist. The greatest in-
fluence in her art is her faith and belief that her gift of creativity is from the Lord.

With a degree in art, doors opened to eight years as head artist 
with an advertising agency; twenty-five years of teaching art 
has come full circle to top honors yearly at international art 
shows in photography, watercolor and oils.  Laurie is an as-
sociate member of  WAOW and the Oil Painters of America, 
The Daily Painters, The Five Graces, The American Water-
color Society, and Professional Published Fine Artists. She is a
listed artist on askart.com and artprice.com. In addition, she has 
exhibited with the Dallas Committee of the Fine Arts in Dallas. She loves working with 
oils, intense colors, a palette knife and brushes, boldly capturing the energy of colors and 
motion on the canvas. 

Today Laurie’s work is collected internationally by both private collectors and corporations. 
Her artwork has been published in numerous magazine, newspapers and books. Currently she is 
represented by Earth Works Art Gallery of Penn Yan, New York; The Red Tree Gallery, Atas-
cadero, California; The Rare Gallery in Jackson Hole, Wyoming; Patina of Marble Falls, Texas; 
The Gillian Jones Gallery, Ohio; The Dutch Art Gallery, Dallas, Texas; Our House Gallery, El 
Dorado Hills, California; The Gordon Phillips Gallery, Bedford, Texas; and the SR Gallery of 
Hong Kong. 
Laurie had a show in Hong Kong in July, and one in New York in August.  

With a degree in art, doors opened to eight years as head artist 
with an advertising agency; twenty-five years of teaching art 
has come full circle to top honors yearly at international art 
shows in photography, watercolor and oils.  Laurie is an as-
sociate member of  WAOW and the Oil Painters of America, 
The Daily Painters, The Five Graces, The American Water-
color Society, and Professional Published Fine Artists. She is a
listed artist on askart.com and artprice.com. In addition, she has 
exhibited with the Dallas Committee of the Fine Arts in Dallas. She loves working with 
oils, intense colors, a palette knife and brushes, boldly capturing the energy of colors and 
motion on the canvas. 

Today Laurie’s work is collected internationally by both private collectors and corporations. 
Her artwork has been published in numerous magazine, newspapers and books. Currently she is 
represented by Earth Works Art Gallery of Penn Yan, New York; The Red Tree Gallery, Atas-
cadero, California; The Rare Gallery in Jackson Hole, Wyoming; Patina of Marble Falls, Texas; 

exhibited with the Dallas Committee of the Fine Arts in Dallas. She loves working with 

WELCOME GLORIA CHADWICK!

Gloria is a retired psychiatric RN who enthusiastically paints wildlife. 
As a native San Diegan she has access to the world famous zoo for her 
subjects as well as the rural back country where she and her husband 
live.  Three weeks photographing and sketching in Tanzania  broad-
ened her depth of appreciation for the conservation of wildlife.

Gloria is a signature member of Artists For Conservation and donates 
20% of her animal paintings to various conservation efforts.  Her art 
exhibits provide information about the animals depicted as an educa-
tional means to inform the public.

She has won various awards in juried shows and designed the sold-
out Starbucks/San Diego Zoo flamingo tumbler which was used in a 
conservation fund raising effort.

http://www.Gloriachadwick.com

‘Early Hint of Spring’
by Laurie Justus Pace

‘Hua Mei’ by Gloria Chadwick



New WAOW Associates - Welcome!

Helen Bailey - Texas
Pat Carney - Colorado
Heather Coen - Colorado
Maria D’Angelo - New Jersey
Deborah English - Maryland
Anita Gersch - North Carolina
Teri Gortmaker - Colorado
Jean Houghton - Colorado
DG House - Montana
Becky Johnson - Colorado
Eileen Kane - Oregon
Georgene McGonagle - Colorado
Sheila McGraw - Texas
Kim Middleton - Washington
Karen Myers - Colorado
Eileen Nistler - Wyoming
Pokey Park - Arizona
Susan Sheets - Texas
Sue Smith - Oregon
Susan Smolensky - California
Dawn Sutherland - Arizona
Terry Swanson - California
Rosa Ines Vera - Texas
Susan Williamson - Pennsylvania
Sara Winters - Texas
Susan Wipf - Minnesota

Ladies - Please send your website form (from the member’s 
page online at www.waow.org) to Mary Ann Cherry so that 
she can put up an individual page on our WAOW website. The 
information is on our member’s page and you can either fill 
out the form or simply send the correct information to:
cherryart@cableone.net

Note to new members !!! The first issue of the 
newsletter will be mailed to you, but after that, if 
you need to receive the newsletter by hard copy 
you must let Pat Schermerhorn know by email at 
patsart@vcn.com or write her at P.O. Box 734 Cody, 
WY  82414 and get put on her mailing list.

We save the group money by getting our “news” on 
the WAOW website instead when possible.

WAOW news continued from page 4...

Photo below:
WAOW members juried into in the Continental Di-
vide Land Trust Paint out and Sale, Buffalo Mountain 
Art Gallery, Frisco, CO.
L to R: Barrett Edwards, Tricia Bass ( new member), 
Amy Evans, and Debby McAllister

Marilyn Heed... ‘Work in Progress’ (see below) was 
chosen as the Idaho Falls, Idaho “Eagle Rock Art 
Guild” 2009 show poster!

Linda Walker won second Best of Show at the San Di-
mas Wildlife Festival and was invited to the John Clymer 
Museum for their small works show. I am also juried into the 
Eastern Regional OPA show. 

Gloria Chadwick - I had one painting win first place in the 
juried 3rd Annual Alley Cat Show and another win Best of 
Show. (Both were acrylics) The show is sponsored by East 
County Friends of the Arts.

Debbie Hughbanks’ acrylic painting, “Ready to Work”, 
won first place at the 2009 Meeker Classic International Art 
Competition. The image of her winning piece will be used in 
all the 2010 Collector series posters and promotional memo-
rabilia.Debbie also just had an acrylic painting accepted into 
the Top 30 at the Art for Alaska Parks Competition. “Eagle’s 
Watch at Totem Bight” is currently in Anchorage for final 
judging and the show which will run through the month of 
October.

Continued on page 13...

Linda Walker won second Best of Show at the San Di-
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New WAOW Associate - WELCOME Ginger Whellock!

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving...If I missed your 
news or bio please accept my apologies and send it 
again to Barbara or Brenda!
Mary Ann Cherry,Outgoing Newsletter Editor

Oil painter, Ginger Whellock, paints the western landscape with great sympathy.  In the early
1970s’, she moved from her home in Chicago to a remote cattle ranch in Montana.  Surround-
ed by mountains, a huge sky and miles from civilization, she became enchanted with the
western life style and landscape.  Today, many adventures, career changes and moves later, 
she captivates us with her sun drenched, well designed, serene landscape paintings.  

Ginger suggests that painting water creates her biggest challenge and her greatest sense of
satisfaction.  Looking at the number of successful paintings of water she has produced, one
concludes that she rises to the challenge.  Our collective response to Ginger’s paintings is a
sense of peace, tranquility, hope and wonder.  She has the unique ability to grab the viewers’ 
attention by triggering our own memories of such magical places and then visually creating a
desire in us to journey on into the painting.  Ginger’s work always brings us a feeling of peace,
tranquility and hope as we are gently pulled into the painting.  

Ginger currently works exclusively in oil, though she is accomplished in pastel, watercolor, 
graphite and pen and ink.  Invitations to participate in the South Eastern Wildlife Exhibition, 
Art for the Sangres, Mt Oyster Club Art Show and Sale, Richard Schmid Fine Art Auction, 
Representing the West, the Colorado Governor’s Show and others keep her busy and have brought her many awards.  She has been 
juried into the Paint the Parks Top 100, PaintAmerica Top 100, PaintAmerica Top Mini 50 and Arts for the Parks Mini 100.  She has 
also been juried into the Top 200 of each of these shows.  Ginger’s paintings hang in private and corporate collections worldwide.  

She is a Signature Member of the Pastel Society of Colorado and a Juried Associate Member of Oil Painters of America, Pastel 
Society of America and Women Artists of the West.  Ginger gives workshops and demonstrations regularly as well as maintains her 
own web site, writes a blog and a monthly Email Newsletter.  Information concerning all of these is available at www.gingerwhel-
lock.com.  Her studio is located in Castle Pines Village, Colorado.

Representing the West, the Colorado Governor’s Show and others keep her busy and have brought her many awards.  She has been 

“Snake River Autumn” by Ginger Whellock

“Harvest Snow” by Ginger Whellock
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WELCOME WAOW ASSOCIATE
“CHELLE” FILICE

Michelle Filice, “Chelle” was born in New England and cur-
rently resides in Northern California as a full time painter.  She 
received her BA in Art History at Colorado State University.  
Further studies have been with The Pacific Art League, Palo 
Alto, CA. and workshops with notable artists Kevin Macpher-
son, Brian Blood and Betty Carr.

 Chelle describes herself as an impressionistic realist.  She 
paints on location “en plein air” and then returns to the studio 
to recreate  her experience in a larger format .   A limited palette 
keeps colors bright and harmonious .  Painting quickly creates 
fluidity and dynamic brushwork.  

Chelle is a member of Oil Painters of America, the American 
Impressionist Society, the California Art Club, the Pacific Art 
League and the Los Gatos Art Association. 
  Her website is http://www.chellegallery.com

Meet WAOW Associate
AMY CHARISSA SCOTT

I started riding before I could walk; holding the reins before 
a pencil.  Horses have always been my love and passion and 
it is no wonder that they were my earliest subjects and focus.  
What began as sketches and doodles of horses on napkins and 
kid’s menus slowly evolved into graphite drawings and later 
into paintings.  My love of horses expanded into a love of fine 
art and the quest to be an artist.  It is the drive to capture the 
beauty, grace, and emotion of horses that pushes me to grow as 
an artist with each piece that I create.  The horses themselves 
were my instructors:  I learned their structure by feeling them, 
their movement by watching and working with them, and of 
course their personalities by being around them.  
I now work mainly in oil, pastel, pencil, and pen and ink, and 
while horses are not my only subjects, they truly have influ-
enced every stroke in my personal and professional life.

“Monterey Harbor” by Michelle Filice

“Resolve” by Amy Charissa Scott

“First Snow - Taos” by Michelle Filice

 OUTGOING WEST WIND EDITOR

Ladies, I have thoroughly enjoyed being the news-
letter editor these past few years. As the newsletter 
contact by email and phone, I met so many wonderful 
WAOWs . Many of you have become close friends that 
I respect and admire. Your professional attitudes and 
generous natures have astounded and delighted me, and 
the artwork I have seen has truly been an inspiration.

I want to thank Brenda Bruckner and Barbara Parish 
for taking on this WAOW job, and I know they will 
find it to be as rewarding as I have.

Thanks Ladies!

Mary Ann Cherry

Joan Satow, Dena Kirk and Kathi 
Peters all sold work in the inaugural 
WAOW online show. Congratulations!



BARBARA PARISH
 OUR NEW NEWSLETTER CO-EDITOR

Watercolor Landscape Painter
Teacher of Watercolor Techniques and the Courage to Paint                            

Barbara is a full-time painter and teacher.  Inspired by the landscape, she creates colorful paintings that interpret the diverse 
landscape of Southern California.Each year Barbara participates in a watercolor workshop to hone her skills.  Each year she 
brings to the classroom the excitement of different techniques and the courage to paint.  

Twenty years of painting, numerous awards, and a driving passion to experience color movement on paper, encourages Bar-
bara to keep painting and teaching.Barbara travels the back roads with her CJ-5 Jeep loaded with painting gear, and looking 
for her next visual story.  

MEET WAOW ASSOCIATE SARAH J. WEBBER 

                 

  Sarah J. Webber was born in St. Paul, Minnesota and had an early exposure to the arts and the outdoors.  She moved to Jackson, 
WY in 1987 and started to study with very noted artists such as Bill Freeman, Matt Smith, Scott Christensen and after moving to 
California, Glenn Dean.  

 Through hard work, Sarah discovered she had a unique, colorful and painterly style.  She is known for her expressive portraits of 
barnyard animals that possess charm and humor.  The past eight years has seen her work accepted into such prestigious shows as 
“Cowgirl Up! Art from the Other Half of the West” at the Desert Caballeros Museum in Wickenburg, AZ,  American Miniatures 
at Settler’s West in Tucson, AZ, , American Art in Miniature 2008 at the Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa, OK, the American Women 
Artist’s National Juried Competition 2007, and the Mountain Oyster Club Annual Contemporary Western Art Show, in Tucson, 
AZ, where she received the Purchase Award in 2006.  In 2007 she was included in Southwest Art Magazine as one of the “Artists to 
Collect”.  She is represented by Addison Art Gallery, Orleans, MA; Buffalo Trail Gallery, Jackson, WY; Waterhouse Gallery, Santa 
Barbara, CA, and Wilde Meyer Gallery, Tucson and Scottsdale, AZ.

 
 “I see my artwork as an opportunity to make my patrons smile and feel joy... the passion I feel in painting my 
animals is something I want to share…those who love animals will feel my purpose and understand this love.”



 

A childhood fascination with horses launched Kay Bak-
er’s art career. Growing up In Sioux City, Iowa, she spent 
many hours drawing them. Later she was challenged by 
noted artist, William Herring, to look into the “horses of 
her soul”.

This advice is at the heart of Kay’s paintings. As both a 
plein air painter and a studio artist, Kay seeks that close 
connection with her subject whether it is a floral study or 
a tranquil rural scene that allows the viewer to feel and 
celebrate the uniqueness of God’s creation.

Kay has a Bachelor of Advertising Art from the Universi-
ty of South Dakota and has studied with many well known 
artists. Her paintings are in private and public collections 
throughout the United States.

Gilee is a Southern California Artist with a flair for creat-
ing classic realism in her Still life paintings, reminiscent 
of the Old Masters.
She was born, raised and studied art in Southern Cali-
fornia.  Her paintings were first presented to the public 
in the 1960’s and have been collected since .  She has 
captivated art enthusiasts in and out of the United States 
with her elegant realism.
 
The technique she uses employs rich colors and exact-
ing detail, achieved by applying numerous layers of thin, 
transparent paint and glazes.  And of course time, pa-
tience and love for art.  All bringing the light and glow in 
each painting she creates.
 
The subject matter she paints reflect the past to the 
present;  from jewel encrusted goblets lit by flicker-
ing candles of yesteryear to the beautiful contemporary 
objects of today.

KAY BAKER - WAOW ASSOCIATE

A childhood fascination with horses launched Kay Bak-

“Lift Up Your Eyes” by Kay Baker

WELCOME GILEE BARTON

“Tea Rose” by Gilee Barton

WAOW  ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
 GRANTED SIGNATURE STATUS

Congratulations to our new Signature 
members!

Debbie Hughbanks
Darcie Copeland
Patricia Rose Ford 
Leslie Kirchner
Tina Moore

WAOW APRONS... don’t forget to check out 
the WAOW aprons on our WAOW website. Part of the 
money from each sale goes into our WAOW scholarship 
fund. To order directly from Carla Moss go to:
 imagine@carlasfineart.com
 Cell: 408-499-2561



  

Geri Dunn 
 Western Graphite Artist
Many artists are gifted at writing witty descriptions of 
their work. I am not one of those artists. I simply love 
what I do. I am inspired by the simple beauty that sur-
rounds me. I love the cowboy lifestyle of integrity and 
simplicity which has greatly influenced my outlook on 
life. I hope that my artwork reflects these traits. 
 
Growing up in the Santa Ynez Valley, I became 
enamored by the beauty of this area. From the lush
grassy hills during the winter and spring, to the rolling golden hills throughout the summer and fall, this area is a mecca for all types 
of flora and fauna to flourish. The vast differences in color throughout the year defined my passion for capturing every image in 
great detail.

From the early age of 9, I have spent every spare minute drawing. I take no short cuts when drawing, ensuring that every 
ounce of detail is caught on paper. I want the art I create to be captivating and powerful in its intense detail. I want my sensi-
tivity and painstaking eye for detail to give my work a depth and dimension that is truly unique. 
I am self-taught, working primarily in graphite pencil. I use a wide range of graphite drafting pencils to create each piece of 
work. Each blank piece of paper is carefully selected to make sure there are no flaws on the paper. I choose Bristol Board 
paper, with a Vellum finish. Most drawings take an average of 50 hours. All framed and matted artwork comes with the finest 
archiving materials available to ensure the life of the artwork. My aim is to create art that is masterful and outstanding, yet 
stunning in its simplicity. 

“I want my artwork to be inspiring and passionate, exuding an appreciation for the beauty that surrounds all 

of us.” Geri Dunn

SALLY FUESS
WAOW ASSOCIATE

I have had some sort of artist medium under my
fingernails since I was about 5 years old and I dis-
covered my Dad’s drafting pencils (poor man). 
Early on, I worked in graphite, charcoal and pastel
but then I took an oil painting class in college and
became a color “junkie”.  Oils are amazing; I can push and pull color, glaze,
scrape it out, pile it on and then dry brush over the whole mess and be happy.   
I still draw everyday and consider good draftsmanship a lifelong endeavor but with oils, I play. I love the work of Fechin, Scott 
Burdick, Bob Kuhn and Jill Soukup and have had the good fortune to take workshops with Elin Pendleton, Gil Dellinger, Jon de 
Martin and Jeff Watts.   I paint in a loose, colorful style and primarily equines. 

I have a BS in Biology from UCLA although I took as many art classes as I could.  (I could sprint from Biochemistry Lec-
ture to the Art Department with class supplies for both in 8 minutes.) .  I am a native Californian, horse enthusiast and a huge 
fan of strong coffee, good beer and a blank canvas. 
Thanks!

Sally Fuess

‘Mammoth Pack Horses’ by Sally Fuess



I was born with two distinct passions that have been constant threads throughout my 
life. Horses and art. From my earliest recollections, I drew images of horses on whatev-
er scrap of paper I could find. My two passions came together when my family started 
trading horses. I was ten years old. With determination and the bulletproof mind-set of a 
kid, I rode whatever rank, gnarly stock that came on to the place. I ate my share of dirt, 
got kicked, bitten and stepped on but my passion has never wavered. Those horses were 
the best teachers and friends a kid like me could have had.
 I left home at seventeen and put myself through college. Majoring in fine art, I gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Science degree. Throughout my four years of college I had no 
means of maintaining a horse but horses were never far from my mind.
I drew and painted horses, dreamed of them and longed for the time when I could be 
back in their company. 

 
                                                             I taught fine art K through 12th grade for a short period, only to discover I was a doer 
not a teacher. I moved to a Midwestern city and continued to draw and paint in the evenings. Back then, it never occurred to 
me that I could sell my art work so I headed to night school to study graphic design. I landed a job in a photo-mechanical firm 
and learned the
cameras, materials and special effects inside out. Four years later, I started a small corporation in the same vane
which I owned and operated for eight years. It was a great accomplishment but had I stood still for any length of time,
I would have realized the life I longed for was far different. Then I met Mark. After running many miles together and dating 
for three years, Mark and I finally tied the knot. We took our first trip to Montana in August of that same year and two months 
later we moved to western Montana lock, stock and barrel. I was finally home.
 
We purchased two and a half quarter horses the first spring. A pregnant mare and a two year old gelding. Money was
tight, our future was uncertain but I was finally where I belonged. I was back in the company of horses and I was
determined to do whatever it took to stay.
 
The rest, as they say, is history. We own a small ranch in the heart of the Rockies and share it with five equines, two
canines, four felines and an unending parade of spectacular wildlife. I started painting seriously in 2007 with a professional 
career in mind and launched my new business, Blue Roan Fine Art in 2008. Mark built my web site, BlueRoanFineArt.com, 
and published it at the beginning of 2009.

I’m so excited because I will be doing a show of my new paintings November 7th AND my husband will be signing his new 
book at the same show! I had the great opportunity to spend two months this summer in New Mexico where I finished eight 
new paintings. So the show will hightlight these and “Upon a Crazy Horse”, my husband Frank’s latest book. Up until a 
couple of weeks ago the book was only available on Amazon.com but now he will have copies to sign and sell at the show. 

Happy Trails and May God Bless. Mary Wood

BIOGRAPHY OF ASSOCIATE MARY WOOD

                                                             I taught fine art K through 12th grade for a short period, only to discover I was a doer 
not a teacher. I moved to a Midwestern city and continued to draw and paint in the evenings. Back then, it never occurred to 

‘When Time Goes Away’ by Mary Wood

    
     New Master Signature Members

WAOW has instigated the new mem-
bership status of Master Signature 
member. The honor has been awarded 
to:
   
              Kim Shaklee
   Betty Billups
   Mary Ann Cherry

Congratulations ladies!



WHO DO YOU NEED TO CONTACT? 
Keep your board list handy - it won’t appear in every newsletter. 
A 2010 contact list will be in the next newsletter.
                  

2009 BOARD MEMBERS
Amy Evans -  President amyeart@gmail.com
 Kathryn McMahon -   V. Pres./ Members Chair kathrynamcmahon@aol.com 
Dena Kirk -  2nd Vice President/ Show Chair dpkpaints@aol.com 
Sheridan Brown - Recording Secretary  SheridanBrown@SheridanBrownArt.com 
Tina Moore  - Corporate Secretary mooregrafix@comcast.net 
Debbie Hughbanks - Treasurer debbie@hughbanksart.com 

BOARD ADVISORS       
Leslie Allen -  Advisor to the Board allenfineart@comcast.net 
Kathy Cooper -  Advisor to the Board Kcooperfa@aol.com 
 

2009 APPOINTED POSITIONS  
Faye Taylor -  Bookkeeper bunkhouse@fayetaylor.com 
Linda Walker  - Assistant Membership Director walkers@paulbunyan.net 
Kathryn McMahon - Membership Committee Chair kathrynamcmahon@aol.com 
Sandy Wisecup -  Advertising Director sandywisecup@yahoo.com 
Pat Schermerhorn  - Assistant Advertising Director patsart@vcn.com 
Susan Haskins -  Assistant Show Director slmatkins@msn.com 
Debbie McAllister -  Show Advertising Director debbymcallister@hotmail.com 
Janice Muir - Communications Secretary lewjan@cybermesa.com 
Joan Wright - Historian JWARTIST1@aol.com 
Mary Ann Cherry -  Web Mistress cherryart@cableone.net
Barbara Parish  - Newsletter editor - barbaraparish@verizon.net 
Brenda Bruckner - News , Co-Editor- horsenut@gwtc.net 
Leslie Allen -  CaFe’ Administrator allenfineart@comcast.net 
Stephanie Birdsall - Show Venue Search bill_birdsall@msn.com 

 
2010 SHOW

Will there be a 2010 Women Artists 

of the West Show? Yes, but a loca-

tion is not locked in at this time.

While a show venue is being 

explored - we are not ready to 

announce the venue, but be aware 

there are some great possibilities in 

mind and we are not sitting on our 

hands.

Also, until we have a specific 

exhibition venue locked in stone, 

Dena Kirk, the show chair, will not 

fill the 2010 assistant show chair 

positions.  

We really appreciate those mem-

bers who have already volunteered 

to help.   Thanks!

WAOW member news, continued from page 6
 
Fay Bohlayer writes, “Painting success is always welcome, and especially so when you’ve had a long ‘dry spell’. Two of 
my oil landscapes, “ Morning Glory” and “Cochise Country’ were juried in to the Heart of the West Show in Lander, WY in 
October, 2009. And another “watercolor silly’ [‘humorous  foxhunting painting---” ‘Ware Bear”]  made it into the  AAEA 
Fall Open Juried Show,[Sept-Nov. 2009] where it sold!”  In 2010 three  weeklong workshops will be held here at Cross-
Roads Farm in North Georgia, 2 with Elin Pendleton, WAOW, AAEA-”Color Boot Camp” in April and May, and one in 
late October with Kathleen Friedenberg[AAEA - equine sculpture].  We are already mostly booked, but if anyone is inter-
ested, email me at faybohlayer@yahoo.com for more info on these workshops.

Fay Taylor writes, “I just received notification that one of my pieces has been accepted by the 2010 CM Russell Auction!”
 
Mary Ann Cherry will be guest artist at the Montana Professional Artists Association show in Hamilton, Montana in June 
of 2010. She was also invited to have a one-person show at the Clymer Museum in Ellensburg, Washington.  

Judy Burch writes, “I wanted to let WAOW know that I received my Signature Status with the Pastel Society of the South-
west and I also had two paintings accepted into the 2009 PSSW National Juried Show!

Dana Nash, Maryann Bodnar Bartnan and Michelle Gladish all showed work Ocotber at the Chesterton Art Center in 
Chesterton, Indiana...Titled “A Woman’s Point of View” it encompassed the works of 5 renowned women artists from the 
Midwest. 
 
Jeanne Hyland has been selected as one of 9 participants in the Cecelia Beaux Forum (women’s forum) Mentorship Pro-
gram within the Portrait Society of America. It is a 9-month program of being mentored by a nationally known, successful, 
portrait artist.    
 
Deon Matzen  just won an award in the national competition for American Women Artists for my Diamond T Tanker II at 
their show in Easton Maryland.                                          Great news gals! I’ll miss hearing from you, Mary Ann Cherry  



SOUTHWEST ART ANNOUNCES WINNER  - WAOW DEON MATZEN
Southwest Art Magazine (FW Publications) is proud to announce the winners of the 21 over 31 competition for those over 
60 years of age.  Twenty-one winners were chosen from thousands of entries.  In Women Artists of the West, Deon Matzen 
of Clinton, Washington was a winner for her entry “Diamond T Tanker II,” an oil painting on board depicting an old yellow 
and blue tanker truck. 

The article goes on to say that a “trip to the local dump was all it took to get Deon Matzen inspired to create DIAMOND T 
TANKER II.  The Washington artist recalls the day she brought some cardboard there for recycling and spotted the colorful 
truck. ‘Everything usually turns green and gets covered in moss here,’ Matzen says.  But this particular truck had just been 
power-washed, and the bright colors caught her eye.  Matzen snapped a battery of photographs and eventually fashioned 
them into a whole series of paintings.”—(SW Magazine, Nov. 2009)

In November, Ms. Matzen will be having a show featuring her series of old trucks at the Gallery-by-the-Bay in Stanwood, 
Washington and a show of old rural architecture at the Whidbey Pies at the Greenbank Farm Gallery in Greenbank.  

Deon’s work may be viewed at http://www.theruralgallery.com or at dmatzen.nobullart.com.  She is also a painting and 
drawing instructor at Skagit Valley College in Clinton, Washington.

  ‘Diamond T Tanker II’
  oil on board  16” x 60”

Robin Rogers Cloud is a national known Plein Air painter and Associate Professor of Art Saddleback College.  
Robin is native Californian born in Pasadena.  She comes from a Californian ranching family and is related Will Rogers.  
Robin’s highly collected paintings shows her love of the American West and animals in her watercolor and oil landscapes 
painting. She is a member of the California Art Club, Laguna Plein Air Painters and Oil Painters of America.
Robin holds a degree in Animal Science from Cal Poly State University San Luis Obispo. Graduate studies in Drawing and 
Painting from California State University Long Beach. She has won many awards for her artwork and has exhibited in the 
National Watercolor Society show and participated in San Luis Obispo and Carmel Plein air painting festivals.

WAOW ASSOCIATE ROBIN ROGERS CLOUD

“Arroyo Grande Sheep” 

ONLINE SHOW

“It’s an Artist’s Life”
WAOW Showcases Still Life and 
Sculpture 

Ladies, please check the website for the online 
show prospectus! All submissions are to be by 
email. 
Deadline for submissions is Dec. 30th and the 
show opens Jan.30th. 



President’s Letter
 
It is an exciting time for WAOW. By now you have 
received the revised By-Laws for approval and review by 
the membership. This was a labor of love by our former 
Board. The old ones definitely needed to be revised in 
order to reflect the growth of this wonderful organization. 

The Board is working on more exciting opportunities for 
our membership. Online shows will be one more way for 
us to all waow the world with the talent  this group of 
women possess. We are also searching for more venues 
for our annual national juried show. Due to the hard work 
of so many of our members WAOW now has a national 
presence.

Thank you all for the 
support you give to 
WAOW. We are al- 
ways grateful for the 
gift of your time to 
this group. 

Amy Evans

“Still Life with Lizard” by Debbie Hughbanks

the voice of the

Women Artists 
 of the West 

the

West Wind 
Volume 40     Issue One Spring 2009

Be on the lookout for this painting by Debbie 
Hughbanks; it is stolen! If seen, please con-
tact the police and email Debbie Hughbanks 
-  dhughbanks@earthlink.net 

Saks Gallery Cherry Creek 
Show Winners

Best of Show - “The General” by Mary Michael

Here are the judges awards...congratulations to all! Be 
sure to go to the WAOW.org home page to see the im-
ages. They won’t be on the home page much longer!

Cathy Rowton - “Olive”
2D 1st Place Award
& Southwest Art 2D award

Kathy Cooper -“White Peonies” 
2D 2nd Place

Susiehyer -“Springtime in Taos, May#1”
2D 3rd Place

Sharon Fullingim - “Curiosity”
3D 1st Place

Yvonne Kitchen -“Hobbled”
3D 2nd Place

Kim Shaklee -“Spring Splendor”
3D 3rd Place

Judy Fairley - “Hummingbirds”
Juror’s Choice 1st Place

award list is continued on page 10



MEMBER NEWS

Debbie Hughbanks writes: “One of my pastel paintings, 
“Elegance In Grey”,  has been selected to be included in 
a new North Light book that is to be published in October 
2009. The title of the publication is “Strokes of Genius 2: 
The Best of Drawing Light and Shadow”. Needless to say, 
I am extremely honored, excited and proud to be a part of 
this book!”

 

Debbie also has some exciting news that she recently re-
ceived a second place award in The Richeson 75 Interna-
tional Small Works 2009 Competition for her pastel piece, 
“Reflecting”. She also had an acrylic painting accepted 
into the show, as well as a third work published along 
with the other two in the accompanying hardbound book.

Carol McIntyre had 21 pieces of artwork hanging at the 
University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, Chaska, 
MN. from October 2008 through January 4, 2009. This 
was a two person show entitled: “Capturing Nature’s 
Beauty: Two Artists Inspired by the Arboretum.” . The 
concept of the exhibition was to demonstrate to view-
ers how two artists begin with the same subject yet end 
up with different results. We invited viewers to experi-
ence how two creative hearts and minds “see” the same 
world. Educational posters were included in the exhibit to 
demonstrate our different artistic processes, which people 
truly enjoyed.

Susiehyer’s work can be seen in many private and cor-
porate collections. She maintains a home and studio in 
Evergreen, Co where she lives with her husband and two 
children. She continues to challenge herself artistically, 

Dance of Light 
by Carol McIntyre

travelling to paint en plein air, and working from sketches 
and photos in the studio. Recent painting trips include 
Tahiti, Hawaii, Corsica, France, Taos, Rocky Mountain 
National Park, Portugal, California, and the New Jersey 
Coast.  She currently teaches classes and plein air work-
shops at the Evergreen Art Center.

Lynn Phariss and Louise Thies had a two - person show 
in January at the Streckor Nelson Gallery in Manhattan, 
Kansas. It was titled “In Plein Thin Air”.

Diane Greenwood and her daughter,  Debra Zimbelmen, 
have opened an art gallery in the small town of  Bridger, 
Montana.  I am excited to announce  that one member of 
the WAOW group, Mary Michael, and three  members of 
the Pastel Society of the Northern Rockies group, Heather 
Coen , Louise Payovich, and Trish Stevenson  are repre-
sented by our gallery.  
 
My acceptance of art work in two  Waow shows, Moun-
tain Summertime at Joyous Lake Gallery, Pinetop-Lake-
side, Arizona and “WAOWing the Mountain State”, Saks 
Galleries,  Cherry Creek - Denver,Colorado has made my 
first year of membership a great year for me.  Thanks for 
all your great work. My art work  was juried into a book 
titled  “Artists of the West”, a collection of works by 
notable artists throughout the western United 
States.

Kathi Peters says, “Please check out the Ex Arte Inter-
national Art Competition. There are lovely paintings, 
drawings, art photography and sculpture all depicting the 
horse. 
The below link is for the book version:  
http://www.arthorsemagazine.com/book.html 
I have been invited to show my work in a personal show 
at Gallery B in Lexington KY. in May 2009. This collec-
tion of my paintings all deal with my stroke recovery in a 
metaphorical bent, mostly depicting the horse.  
An interview explaining my work and life came out in the 
winter issue of ART HORSE magazine in January. I was 
excited about being the painter picked to be highlighted in 
this issue!

Reenie Kennedy writes, “In November I won a Richeson 
Award in the International Open Online Show of the 
International Society of Acrylic Painters.  The show was 
juded by acclaimed wildlife and landscape artist John Co-
gan. I also recently won a Richeson Award for a painting 
called “Treasure in the Shimmer Tree” in a juried show 
with The International Society of Acrylic Painters.  

WAOW news is continued on page 4

“Elegance in Grey” 
 by Debbie Hughbanks



3.

Although I was born in the Catskill Mountains of New York and lived all up and down the eastern coast of the United 
States, I settled about 30 years ago in Tulsa OK.  I am an Impressionist oil painter.  When I am not painting for myself 
I am demonstrating oil painting techniques to my adult students.  I work with the Tulsa Arts and Humanities Council’s 
Artist in the Schools program and am an artist in residence in a hospital’s Arts in Healing Program. I run an online 
gallery which features my work and that of other Oklahoma artists.  http://midwest-fine-art.com  Subject matter for 
my paintings includes landscape, seascape, still life, home portraits, portraits/figures, and interiors.  I am probably best 
known for my floral still life paintings but recently had my painting, a landscape, “Sunset on the Tall Grass Prairie” 
chosen to travel with Paint America’s Paint the Parks Exhibition.  

I am an active member of an online Daily Painters group which has me painting a lot of one object 6x6 studies and mini 
landscapes..  I am an associate member of Oil Painters of America and am presently accepting a small amount of com-
missioned work in which I  paint still life’s using several of my client’s sacred objects or family heirlooms.  I can be 
reached by email at artistswaygallery@yahoo.com , by
calling 918-583-3503, or through my blog at:
 http://margaretaycock.blogspot.com 
 

 
Meet WAOW Associate Margaret Aycock

“Still Life Study in Red”  
by Margaret Aycock

“Paint Historic Manitou Springs, CO 
 Sixth Annual Plein Air Invitational” 

Artists descend on Manitou Springs June 20-30, 2009 to 
paint within the historic city limits; the best of their ef-
forts will be on exhibit July 1-31, 2009. Waows may want 
to check into the event.

Swirl Wine Emporium
717 Manitou Avenue
Manitou Springs, CO. 80829-1809
1-719-685-2294
www.pleinairmanitou.com

Artists’ Opening Reception: Sunday, July 12th, 2009 4-
7PM



 
WAOW MEMBER NEWS - continued

Reenie Kennedy - cont.  In addition, I was named a final-
ist in The American Artist Magazine Cover Art Competi-
tion for 2009.  This is the second year in a row that I was 
given this honor and I am the only artist this year who 
was given this award last year as well.  I won for “The 
Perch,” which is one of the paintings on the WAOW site.  

Says Gloria D. Lee: My bio and two of my paintings are 
in a new book: “Skirts Across the Sands” a book about 
the women of Manhattan Beach over the last 100 years 
written by Jan Dennis.
I also have a painting in Betsy Dillard Stroud’s book: The 
Artist’s Muse and accepted in the National Watercolor 
Society Membership Exhibit with the painting “Agate”. Is 
that the kind of news you mean?
Gloria D Lee
. 
Gloria D Lee

Andrea Stanley won first place in painting at the City of 
Thousand Oaks Arts Commission 2008 Annual Juried Art 
and Photography Show.  
Andrea also exhibited two paintings at the National Oil 
and Acrylic Painters’ Society’s Signature Artist Invita-
tional at the ARTichokes Gallery in Kansas City.   There 
were 83 original works of art representing 53 of the top 
artists from 38 states. The show ran from Nov. 15, 2008 
to Feb. 7, 2009.

Cecy Turner won First Place/Best of Show in the Paint 
the Aspens 2008 plein air event in Pinetop, Arizona. She 
also had a solo show at Sunset Art Gallery in Amarillo, 
Texas.

Irina Milton does some smart marketing by holding open 
studios - Open to the public every First and Third Satur-
day of the month 11AM-5PM .

Ione Citrin has won acceptance into the prestigious 
American Juried Art Salon’s 2008 Fall-Winter show. The 
accepted work is titled “Ballooning”. It is an oil painting 
and can be viewed at http://www.artjury.com/TotheGal-
leries.html  Click on 2008 Fall Winter show.
The twice-a-year competition attracts entries from 
throughout the world. Jurors include gallery owners, di-
rectors and well known college and university art profer-
rors in North America.

Carolyne Hawley had two paintings excepted into the 
Mountain Oyster Club, Tucson Az, this past fall. 

Ione Citrin: “I am finishing up a sculpture which I will 
then take to the mold maker and then take it to the found-
ry to be cast in bronze. It will fit on a table top. It is 
a surreal piece of a man and a woman standing on a 
branch of a tree and embracing, however, instead of arms, 
they have huge feathered wings which they wrap around 
each other.”

Letter from the Webmistress...
Ladies... It’s a sad fact that the internet and computer 
are not going to go away. We all have to buckle down 
and learn the darn thing as best we can because our 
marketing and presentations now depend upon those 
skills. Being a professional means doing what it takes 
to get our work out there.

We would like to be able to hold some online shows 
in the future, and many of you are still not using the 
computer for anthing other than email.

Please, please - I encourage you to begin learning how 
to resize your photos so that your images can be easily 
included in online shows and so that you have fewer 
problems getting your images together for the indi-
vidual webpages you are able to have on the WAOW 
website. It’s a money saver as well, to be able to make 
your own marketing materials or at least prepare your 
brochures etc.  to have them professionally printed.

 While you are learning...don’t despair!
Many of you are not taking advantage of the waow 
website simply because it is difficult for you to pre-
pare your images. While we encourage you to learn to 
do your own images, if you cannot yet do so...please 
contact me as I will help you get your page put up. 
You may snail mail me your images to my home ad-
dress if you need to, along with your artist statement, 
size, medium and price of image, and a blurb about 
each painting. If you can get online - check our site 
and see how others do their artist statement. For those 
of you who arecomputer literate - the form is there to 
fill our on our members’ page.

Mary Ann Cherry 
760 W. Riverview Dr.
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401
cherryart@cableone.net
(208) 524-1284
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PACKING BRONZES FOR SHIPMENT

BY YVONNE KITCHEN

The primary goal in packing bronze, as for all art, is to prevent it from shifting within the package.  I start with a box 
large enough to line with either 1” or 2” rigid foam (the fine grained kind, either pink or blue, found at building supply 
stores such as Home Depot) leaving room to wedge in the well-padded bronze.  The way I was taught to pack by the 
shipping department at Valley Bronze is to place the bronze inside a plastic bag to protect the patina.  If the piece has 
sharp points such as the upright tail and antlers on the Whitetail deer I am entering in the Saks show, I pad the points 
inside the bag.  Then I double wrap the bronze with large bubble wrap to provide padding and fill any voids around the 
bronze with either airbags, peanuts sealed in zip lock bags, or pieces of the rigid foam.  Pieces of the rigid foam can be 
glued to the liner foam with a glue gun creating a nest that the wrapped piece can be set into before adding the top piece 
of rigid foam.   For shows where the piece will have to be re-packed I use blue low tack masking tape so the bubble 
wrap is not damaged when it is unwrapped.   I realize this is contrary to Gwen’s experience at high elevation, but I have 
packed most of my bronzes this way and shipped by air for over 10 years without damage to bronzes or packaging.  I 
always ship FedEx, 1 or 2 day Air as I feel the less time in transit the less possibility of damage. 

For very small bronzes I use two layers of 3-4” soft foam that just fits inside the box.  I then use scissors to cut a depres-
sion to fit the sculpture in the center of each and lay the bagged bronze in the void between the two layers.  This is how I 
shipped my small pieces to Mountain Summertime show.

The other system I sometimes use is the ‘foam in place’ that Northwest Art Casting used to ship me the piece I am 
entering in the Saks show.   The disclaimer is that I find this system very time consuming as it takes several days for the 
foam to expand and set.  They line the box with the blue 1” rigid foam and then place a large garbage bag in the bottom 
and spray insulating foam inside the bag to create ‘foam in place’ support under the piece and center the bagged bronze 
on top of the foam filled bag.  Because the foam creates heat, they add two layers of foam cushioning over the plastic 
bag protecting the patina.  After the foam has expanded around the bottom of the bagged bronze, they lay a second large 
garbage bag on top of the bronze and spray in more foam to fill in around the top of the bronze.  They place the top rigid 
foam in place to keep the top of the foam flat to fit in the box.  If this process sounds cumbersome, that is how I find it, 
so I rarely use it.  I do use the molds they have created to ship even though I usually don’t bother to create my own.  

Whichever system I use, I photograph the steps in packing and tape the photos and instructions inside the top of 
the box to make it easier to re-pack.

About the Artist
Lifelong horsewoman Yvonne Kitchen has honed her observational 
skills through experiences ranging from years raising a variety of 
domestic and exotic animals to competing in and judging competi-
tive trail rides with her Veterinarian husband. Her highly detailed 
renderings exhibit not only her knowledge of anatomy, but they 
also bring out the personality of each subject. Largely self-taught, 
Yvonne has been drawing horses on every available surface since 
childhood, but even while creating ceramic horses in high school, 
she instinctively knew she needed to work in three dimensions. Her 
fascination with one of her favorite subjects, the giant draft horse 
breeds dates back to learning to drive from her mentor, who was 
an 18 year old teamster during the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake. 
Widowhood and retirement from a nursing career brought her the 
time to take several workshops and begin to create her distinctive 
bronzes. 

Yvonne with “Little Misses and Miss 
Molly Mule”



New WAOW Associates - Welcome!

Sherrie Aldawood -  Mesa. AZ
Allison Ausley - Farmington, AZ
Margaret Aycock -  Tuksa, OK
Jeannie Breeding - Colorado Springs, CO
June Brown - Incline VIllage, NV
Jenifer Cline -  Loveland, CO
Vicki Diggs - Spur, TX
Shirley Hove - St. Cloud, MN
Susiehyer - Evergreen, CO
Noreen Kennedy - Oceanside, CA
Susan Larson - Monument, CO
Linda Medders - Cross, SC
Kathryn Terry Nagel - Chandler, AZ
Deborah Robinson - McKinney, TX
Laura Jo Sherman - Sunriver, OR
Nina Cobb Walker -  El Paso, TX
Marcia Wegman - Iowa City, IA
Diane Weintraub - LaJolla, Ca

Note to new members !!! The first issue of the 
newsletter will be mailed to you, but after that, 
if you need to receive the newsletter by hard 
copy you must let Pat Schermerhorn know by 
email at patsart@vcn.com or write her at P.O. 
Box 734 Cody, WY  82414 and get put on her 
mailing list.

We save the group money by getting our “news” 
on the WAOW website instead when possible.

WAOW CONGRATULATES 
 KIM SHAKLEE

KIM SHAKLEE IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
SHE HAS BEEN ELECTED  FELLOW  IN  THE 
 AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MARINE ARTISTS
ON  OCTOBER  20, 2008.

THE SOCIETY ( ASMA ) IS A NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION COMPRISED OF NEARLY 
SIX HUNDRED MARINE ARTISTS.  

SHAKLEE’S INCLUSION IN THIS PRESTIGIOUS
GROUP IS AN EXCEPTIONAL HONOR.  SHE 
JOINS RANK AS ONE OF ONLY TWO  SCULP-
TORS  AND TWENTY SEVEN  PAINTERS  WHO 
REPRESENT THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF 
EXCELLENCE IN MARINE ART ACROSS THE 
NATION. 

“Homeward Bound” - Monumental
Kim Shaklee

Congratulations Kim! You make us 
proud!
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Reenie Kennedy - New WAOW Associate - WELCOME!

After keeping her artistic talent at bay for many years, Reenie found a reinvig- 
orated love for expression through painting.  While she studied fine art in  
college and with various successful painters as a young woman, she found 
little time for her artwork until she no longer felt the pressing needs of work-
ing and raising a family.  She has resumed her studies, but now considers she 
is self-taught.  She was named a finalist in the The American Artist Magazine 
2008 Cover Art Competition.  Reenie is a member of The International Guild 
of Realism.

Artistic creation has always been a need she’s had to fill.  Traditionally trained 
in oils, she transitioned herself to acrylics for reasons of practicality and found she loves the immediacy of the medium.  
Serious study with some of today’s accomplished artists led her to concentrate her interests on florals and wildlife until 
she found herself combining the two.  

This is what I know for sure, says Reenie, “Any day that ends with greater learning is a day well spent.  I am constantly 
amazed, and always intrigued, that art has an endless supply of lessons to teach me . . . and nature an unending supply 
of inspiration.”

“Cactus Wren” (left) by Reenie Kennedy
 
        “The Flyby” below right) by Reenie Kennedy

A belated Happy Easter to all the wonderful cre-
ative women in WAOW...
Getting to know you has enriched my life.

Mary Ann Cherry, newsletter editor
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Meet WAOW Associate
Susiehyer

Susiehyer is a full-time, professional oil artist who 
paints landscape, figure, still life, interiors and more. 
She works both in the studio and en plein air creating 
everything from quick field studies to large finished 
paintings. 

Living in Evergreen, Colorado, Susiehyer often paints 
the Colorado landscape. She also likes to challenge 
herself to take on new subjects and environments. Each 
year she visits several new locations around the US and 
has traveled to Europe and the south Pacific to paint and 
study.

Susiehyer is represented by several galleries along the 
Colorado Front Range including Showings Fine Art 
in Denver, Mary Williams Fine Art in Boulder,  Lasko 
Fine Art in Colorado Springs, The Cultural Arts Council 
of Estes Park Fine Arts Gallery and the Framed Image 
Denver.  
 
Susie was featured in Fine Art Connoisseur Magazine, 
as  an “Artist to Watch”, March/April 2009 issue.

Susie writes, “ I was really lucky to be included in the 
beautiful coffee table book Landscapes of Colorado that 
was curated by Ann Scarlett Daly of the Denver art mu-
seum.( It was kind of a companion to the Landscapes of 
New Mexico book that was done by the same publisher) 
Can’t believe all the amazing artists that are in it. What 
a lucky break, huh?

Please visit my website at www.susiehyerstudio.com.”

Meet WAOW Associate
Nina Walker

Nina Cobb Walker, a native Texan has studied art, 
both in college at the University of Texas at El Paso 
and with prominent artists since 1979.  She has studied 
extensively in the classical oil painting tradition at the 
Titovets School of Fine Art.

As a multi-media artist with a primary emphasis in oil,  
Nina uses the impasto technique of rich color to create 
texture in her paintings.  
 
Nina, as a progressive artist motivated to the mas-
tery and perfection of her art,   has participated and 
been juried into many local, regional, national and 
international art shows, which include the Oil Paint-
ers of America, Texas Masters.  In the International 
Art Show in Raton, New Mexico,  she won first place 
in oils and also a merit award in the National League 
of American Pen Women, Inc.  Nina is a member of 
the El Paso Art Association, the National League of 
American Pen Women, and she is a founding member 
of the Classical Impressionists of El Paso.  In addition 
to actively showing and participating in the art com-
munity, Nina teaches private oil painting classes to 
future up-and-coming artists in El Paso.

        
 

Nina will be aprticipating in the show by the Nation-
al League of American Pen Women - Border Branch 
Spring Show El Paso City Hall. El Paso, Texas. May 
4 thru 30, 2009 



Meet WAOW Associate Jeannie Breeding

 I am a lover of the outdoors and I’m never without my camera as I hike, snowshoe and  cross-
country ski in Colorado’s backcountry or travel around the world.  I paint to capture the es-
sence and beauty I find in nature and am inspired by its luminous qualities, its colors, textures, 
angles and soft curves.  In my landscape paintings, I try to recapture the feeling that I had at 
the moment of encountering a scene.  I take liberties with composition, form and especially 
color.  

 Not interested in a literal rendering, I can present my own vision of a subject, eliminating or adding detail as I see fit. 
I am particularly interested in portraying a certain mood in each painting whether it is the crispness of a fall day or the 
sinister feeling of a winter fog.  

 Originally from Minnesota, I have lived in Colorado Springs for 33 years, teaching art for 28 of those years.  Now re-
tired, I spend my time painting in my studio, traveling, or in the great outdoors.

 I’m very excited about my new associate membership in WAOW  
and am thrilled to have been included in the upcoming show at Saks. 
...I’m looking forward to meeting other members.

“Transient Meditations” by Jeannie Breeding

   Meet WAOW Associate 
      Laura Jo Sherman

    I don’t ever remember not being an artist. Unfortunately it wasn’t until I retired after 33 
    years of teaching art in the public school that I devoted myself to being the best artist I 
    could be ! At this point in my life I’m doing my best to make up for lost time. What a 
    wonderful activity ! Okay, so not all my paintings are fun and successful, but I learn 
    something new with every one. 

    I’ve taken workshops from pastel artists such as Judith Cunningham, Ellen Dittebrandt,  
    Richard McKinley, Albert Handell, Susan Ogilvie and Christine Debrosky. I told you I 
was trying to make up for lost time! I find that workshops speed the process of developing one’s talent and style. It never 
hurts to get some critiques and answers from the experts. Actually this was one of the major reasons I applied for mem-
bership into WAOW . I wanted to become part of the group of professional and talented artists that I’d seen in the ads.

Several years ago my husband and I moved from upstate New York to Bend, Oregon. Here in  Bend I’ve been paint 
     ing plein air with a local group of artists, PAPO ( Plein Air Painters of Oregon ) . This  
    group is very active and I think I’ve been improving my  skills faster by working with  
    challenge of painting outdoors.

       Currently I mentor a group of pastelists, the Dusty Dames. It’s a group of ten gals  
    who meet at a local art club once a week. We seek to improve our paintings through  
    demos,  critiques and support.  I learn as much as I mentor some days ! I strongly rec- 
    ommend this activity to other artists with something to share.

     Speaking of sharing...my best advice and one that I was given by a fabulous artist is   
    “...enjoy the process”.  
         
    The activity of creating an art product is important...but it’s the process of 
    creating which is the real reward . 



 MEET NEW WAOW ASSOCIATE JENIFER 
CLINE

Jenifer Cline, an award winning sculptor for 18 years, has 
found another direction to travel in her exploration of art.  
She has opened her heart and her palette to working in two 
dimensions with oils. She is drawn to color and texture, 
emotions and the challenge of light.     
 
Drawing on her experience with three dimensional work, 
Jenifer explores how color and light create shape and 
depth in a painting.  Her inspiration for painting comes 
from a wide range of subjects including portraiture, land-
scapes and wildlife. 
Her work resides in public and private collections nation-
ally, and she has exhibited in numerous juried shows and 
won many awards.  
“The depth of color and texture an artist can achieve with 
oils produces an excitement and a responsibility in the 
creative process.  The challenge is to find a way for your 
creative vision to speak to your audience.” 
“To me, clay is a life force.  As a piece begins to form 
under my fingers, I thrill at the emotion and individuality 
that emanates from the emerging sculpture.”  

clinestudio@comcast.net         
Web site:  http://home.comcast.net/~clinestudio

AWARDS - Saks Gallery Cherry Creek continued

Nina Walker -“Spring Break”
Juror’s Choice 2nd Place

Tammy Bality -“Little Diva”
Southwest Art Magazine Award
& Juror’s Choice 3rd Place

Sandy Wisecup - “Apples and Old Cutwork Linen”
Art of the West Magazine Award
& Windsor & Newton Watercolor Set

Tina Moore - “Somewhere in Time”
Kitty Wallis Award
& Cherry Art Products Award

Gloria D. Lee - “Asian Gold”
Pan Pastel/Soffit Prize

Marcia Wegman - “Winter River Reflections”
Artist Air System Prize (Pastel)

Ilene Gienger Stanfield - “Comparing Notes”
Terry Ludwig Pastel Prize

Barbara Jones - “Measure of Goodness”
Amersand Panel Set Prize

Stephanie Birdsall -  “A Pear of Apples”
Sourcetek Panel Set Prize

Janice Wright -  “Autumn Melody”
Liquitex Acrylic Set/ Apron Prize

Dee Lessard -  “A-Pealing Series; Lemon Zest”
Creative Catalyst Award
 
Margo Petterson - “Clydesdale Court”
Creative Catalyst Award

Shirley Hove - “Daydreamer”
Cheap Joe’s Prize

Jane Coleman -“ Early Wyoming”
Cheap Joe’s Prize 

Teresa Vito - “Trapper Jon”
Jerry’s Artarama Prize

Amy Evans -“Taking a Stand”
Graphik Dimensions Award
                                           Awards continued on page 11



June Towill Brown, designer and artist, has been 
sculpting one-of-a-kind sculptures and limited edi-
tion bronzes for many years.  June is also known as 
a teacher, lecturer, and a published author.  June has 
graduated in Design from UCLA and has also studied 
sculpting at the Florence Academy of Art in Italy.

She is an experienced Interior Designer and educa-
tor at UCLA that fuses talent and expertise in color, 
antiques and fabric selection as seen when creating 
the unforgettable characters and vignettes.

Well known as an international educator, teaching 
design throughout the United States and Japan.

Many times, she likes to sculpt in a Series of 3 to 
help create a story like the Lone Eagle Feather series 
which June carries the Eagle feather for braveness 
from her medicine man to her warrior and finally the 
Indian woman holding  her husband’s eagle feather 
for courage in battle.

June was commissioned to sculpt the first ever image 
of Francois Payette, French Canadian explorer trapper 
of the 1800s.  The Payette River in Idaho was named 
in his honor.  This life-size bust will be showcased 
in the lobby at River Ranch, McCall, Idaho, and an 
exclusive development next to the Payette River.

These sculptures are coveted collectibles, as well as 
heirlooms by many of her clients. Some of her other 
commissions consisted of portraits of her clients.  
Commissions welcomed. 

Meet June Towill Brown  
New WAOW AssociateAwards...continued

Kendra Page - “Summer Sky”
Graphik Dimensions Award

Paula Holtzclaw - “Daybreak”
Graphic Dimension Award

Dena Kirk - “Gone to Seed”
Graphic Dimension Award

Gaylene Fortner - “Blaze and Company”
Graphik Dimension Award

D. Matzen - “Taking Flight”
Graphik Dimensions Award

Cecy Turner - “Afterglow”
Graphik Dimensions Award

Laura Jo Sherman - “Summer Shadows”
Logan Mat Cutter Award

Leslie Allen -“Rocky Mountain National Park in Winter” 
Meininger Prize

Susan Haskins - “St. Peters”
Graphik Dimensions Award

Congratulations 
to all who won 
awards at the 
Saks Gallery 
Cherry Creek 
show!



As an artist, I have painted on and off most of my life. I 
married a working cowboy and lived on large ranches in 
Texas most of my married life. Nine years ago we bought 
our own place. We raise American quarterhorses and 
adopt lots of strays. (dogs and cats) I am never without 
subject matter!
 
I am mostly self taught. My favorite subjects are animals, 
specifically horses.( Although I do florals, portraits, and 
still lifes) I work in acrylic, watercolor, pastel, oil and col-
ored pencil. I have just recently started showing in large 
shows. I have shown in Breckenridge (TX), American 
Plains Artist, show in Midland, TX, and just recently sent 
art to Fort Worth for the Pastel Society or the South West. 
 
I am very excited about being accepted as an associate 
member of WAOW.

Welcome Vicki Diggs  
New WAOW Associate

“ WAOWing the Mountain State”, SAKS Show Report
Amy Evans, Show Chair

Our annual national juried show was hosted by Saks Galleries, Denver, CO for the month of February, 2009. This 
year Karen Vance, 2D, and Jane DeDecker , 3D,were selected for the 2008-09 WAOW Award of Excellence and 
served as the awards jurors for the exhibition. Guest artists were Cammi Lundeen, Louisa McElwain, and Jill 
Soukoup. 

134 artworks were juried for the show and they were all exhibited on the WAOW website as well. Diversity in 
style and subject matter made this show a popular one with the Denver area public. Mikkel and Catherine compli-
mented WAOW on the high quality as well as the professionalism that this show presented. 

Despite the tight economy, about $30,000 in sales were made during the month. 
Our Colorado committee did an outstanding job. A big pat on the back goes to : Leslie Allen, Kathryn Anderson, 
Susan Haskins, Debbie Hughbanks, Dena Kirk, Debbie McAllister, Collins Redman as well as those Colorado 
members who stopped by the gallery and helped pack up the show. 

We will be posting articles to help everyone prepare for the next national juried show. We all learned so much 
from this event and we will share more in future articles!

WHERE’S YOUR NEWS? 
My apologies for missing lots of WAOW’s sub-
mitted news as I had some computer problems. 
Please don’t hesitate to re-send me the news if it 
did not appear in this issue. 

Please send your news to cherryart@cableone.net 
or snail mail to: 

Mary Ann Cherry
760 W. Riverview Dr.
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401

My phone number is (208) 524-1284 if that works 
as well.

Remember - I do NOT mail the newsletters. That’s 
Pat. If you are unable to access the West Wind 
from our website please let Pat Schermerhorn 
know. Her email is patsart@vcn.com  



WHO DO YOU NEED TO CONTACT? Keep your board list handy - it won’t appear in every newsletter.

2009 BOARD MEMBERS
Amy Evans -  President amyeart@gmail.com
 Kathryn McMahon -   Vice President/ Members Chair kathrynamcmahon@aol.com 
Dena Kirk -  2nd Vice President/ Show Chair dpkpaints@aol.com 
Sheridan Brown - Recording Secretary  SheridanBrown@SheridanBrownArt.com 
Tina Moore  - Corporate Secretary mooregrafix@comcast.net 
Debbie Hughbanks - Treasurer debbie@hughbanksart.com 

BOARD ADVISORS       
Leslie Allen -  Advisor to the Board allenfineart@comcast.net 
Kathy Cooper -  Advisor to the Board Kcooperfa@aol.com 

 
 2009 APPOINTED POSITIONS  
Faye Taylor -  Bookkeeper bunkhouse@fayetaylor.com 
Linda Walker  - Assistant Membership Director walkers@paulbunyan.net 
Kathryn McMahon - Membership Committee Chairman kathrynamcmahon@aol.com 
Sandy Wisecup -  Advertising Director sandywisecup@yahoo.com 
Pat Schermerhorn  - Assistant Advertising Director patsart@vcn.com 
Susan Haskins -  Assistant Show Director slmatkins@msn.com 
Debbie McAllister -  Show Advertising Director debbymcallister@hotmail.com 
Janice Muir - Communications Secretary lewjan@cybermesa.com 
Joan Wright - Historian JWARTIST1@aol.com 
Mary Ann Cherry -  Web Mistress cherryart@cableone.net
Mary Ann Cherry  - Newsletter editor cherryart@cableone.net 
Leslie Allen -  CaFe’ Administrator allenfineart@comcast.net 
Stephanie Birdsall - Show Venue Search bill_birdsall@msn.com 
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