
 

  Christine Drewyer 
  
Dear Wow Artists,  

I am overflowing with joy to finally see something 

green and actually see my electric bill going ever so 

slowly down! I’ll just bet that you are all very glad 

to see the seemingly never ending winter loose her 

grip on us too.   

Recently I was struck by the poignant truth of this 

poem. The fascinating part that really resonates with 

me was the part that reminds us, that no matter what 

age you are the child heart of you gets reborn each 

and every time we feel that quickening in the air. I 

still swear that I can smell it coming way before the 

first brave anything peeks out.  I am struck by both 

the frailty & strength of Mother Nature. Silly me, I 

get this urge to dust the snow off of those first brave 

crocuses and keep them safe. 

Flower God, God of Spring 

by Robert Louis Stevenson.  

 

FLOWER god, god of the spring, beautiful, bountiful, 

Cold-dyed shield in the sky, lover of versicles, 

Here I wander in April 

Cold, grey-headed; and still to my 

Heart, Spring comes with a bound, Spring the deliverer, 

Spring, song-leader in woods, chorally resonant; 

Spring, flower-planter in meadows, 

Child-conductor in willowy 

Fields deep dotted with bloom, daisies and crocuses: 

Here that child from his heart drinks of eternity: 

O child, happy are children! 

She still smiles on their innocence, 

She, dear mother in God, fostering violets, 
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Fills earth full of her scents, voices and violins: 

Thus one cunning in music 

Wakes old chords in the memory: 

Thus fair earth in the Spring leads her performances. 

One more touch of the bow, smell of the virginal 

Green - one more, and my bosom 

Feels new life with an ecstasy. 

 

Life is in constant movement. In quiet meditation I can almost feel the movement 

physically, when my attention is both acute and open. Perhaps it is the energy of the 

Equinox causing a recalibration of sorts, taking that center-point within me and drawing 

my energy out into the Universe, a dialogue with life where the only thing I can do is 

listen and receive the silence as the fundamental conversation I need to evolve. 

I notice that I often try to hold on to my past attachments to people, things and the 

habitual ways of living generated by the conditioned mind. But it’s like falling into the 

rapids and trying to grab a tree limb so as not to go with the current. The current gets 

stronger the more I resist. When I would go whitewater rafting the guides would tell us if 

we fell out of the raft to lie back with our feet in front of us. The current would always 

win. But by lying back you didn’t exhaust yourself and with feet out you could bounce 

off boulders in the water until the current finally took you safely to shore. 

We are all in whitewater right now. Some of us know it, some know and resist and some 

don’t know at all and are being violently swept downstream. Lie back, feet out front and 

enjoy the ride taking energy from the current instead of expending energy and exhausting 

yourself in a futile attempt to stay in one place, too afraid to let go. It’s all part of our 

grand ride here. As they say, let go and let God. It really is the only way. 

Our art is like this whitewater experience I believe. We get conditioned to the idea that 

things are so tough that we may never get to experience our art journey with the success 

of the past in our sales or promotion ever again. Well, that part is probably true but let’s 

put our feet in front of us and head off the big obstacles with a chipper outlook and an 

indomitable spirit. Let’s get fierce (remember my mantra of the winter) in our outlook 

and dedication to our art.  

Let’s carve out time and once more claim the joy of spring in our artwork. I don’t mean 

to suggest that we paint that particular subject necessarily, but to feel that overwhelming 

need to let our creativity burst out in way that that just won’t be contained another 

second.  If it snows on us, let’s just dust it off and remember that just like nature herself, 

we are far less fragile than we ever dreamed possible.  
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THE WEST WIND 
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Newsletter Editor: 

Barbara Parish, barbaraparish@verizon.net 

 

Nori Thorne, Webmistress 

 

Ladies, you may have noticed the new link on the WAOW website – WORKSHOP info. 

Members now have the option of adding their upcoming workshop information to the 

WAOW website. If you would like to do so, send one good quality image and the short 

version of your workshop details to norithorne@msn.com  

This workshop info should consist of the title of your class, the medium, the date, 

location and duration of the workshop and a link to more information. We will not place 

more than a couple paragraphs per each member, ladies, so be brief, thanks! Things like 

lodging info or your supply list, etc, should be on the page to which you link, not the 

waow website. 

 

 

 

 

2015 WAOW On-Line Shows 
Blurb from Barbara Parish, Editor 

Members, we have the opportunity to show our artwork on-line with WAOW.  Take 

advantage, and participate.  These shows will help you step forward with visibility.  So, 

go to the website Member Page, read the On-Line Show Rules, Check the Entry Date, 

and get ready to enter. 

If you have questions, e-mail norithorne@msn.com 

 

mailto:barbaraparish@verizon.net


 

 

Membership 

 
Share your Painting Techniques, Tips on Art Supplies, and 

Encouragement Articles 

 

Keep article around 100 words,  

New Times Roman, 12 font / images 72dpi 

barbaraparish@verizon.net 

 

Learning and doing will help us step forward in our journey to success. 

 

 
 

 
 

Congratulations to 

WAOW Members Accepted into  

Oil Painters of America's  

24th Annual National Juried Exhibition of  

Traditional Oils 

 

Pamala Blaies 

Victoria Castillo 

Deborah LaFogg-Docherty 

Kim Middleton 

Ginger Whellock  

 

YahooGroups WAOW Communication 

 

Elin Pendleton, Yahoo List Manager;  

http://oilpaintersofamerica.com/index.cfm
http://oilpaintersofamerica.com/index.cfm


Membership be advised, open a Yahoo Account to view the archive/history of the 

mailing list.  

Also, the list doesn't have much volume and the list manager (me) recommends that you 

go for all emails, not the daily digest. 

 

If problems occur, email me at elinart@mac.com with the "Subject: WAOW Members 

List Signup" so I will see it in the plethora of emails I deal with daily. 

Elin Thomas Pendleton, AAEA, WAOW 

 

The Yahoo Groups communication for WAOW members 
 

Hhtp://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/waowinc/info?yguid=404271732 

 

Or goggle, Women Artists of the West, select waowinc 

 

On page scroll down to Group Email Addresses and click on Subscribe. This will give 

you an e-mail address to send your request to join.  Remember to give your Name and E-

mail address. 

 

 

 

From the Webmistress ~ Nori Thorne 
 

Over 60 of our members have not taken advantage of an important WAOW membership 

benefit—the online Artist Pages.  Your Artist Page, which includes your artist statement 

and images of your artwork, will link back to your own website, blog and contact 

information, giving you additional presence on the web.  

 

 

It’s so easy to do!  Step by step instructions are on the Members Only page.  Click on the 

link Download the WAOW Website Member Submission Form found at the bottom 

of the list in the box. Fill it out and shoot it to me with images of your artwork.  Can't 

find the link or a tiny bit techno challenged?  E-mail, snailmail or call me and I will walk 

you through the process. 

 

Nori Thorne 

  

 

News from Gloria Chadwick 
The next Plein Air Convention is in Tucson and art organizations such as WAOW 

members get a discount.  The registration is open now with all the details. 

mailto:elinart@mac.com


 

News from Heather Arenas 
“Art Juggling Act” 

  

Days like these make me appreciate having a studio outside of my house! With 

several upcoming national shows and a solo show slated for August at Art Images 

Galleries in Denver, I’m swimming in paintings. I have 4 going to the Governor’s Art 

Show in Loveland, two going to the Plein Air Artists of Colorado show in Boulder and 

others reserved for show entry with result yet to be determined. Then there’s the 

‘Reserved for gallery 1’, ‘Reserved for gallery 2’, etc. The juggling act that we perform 

when deciding what pieces should go where should win awards all on its own! 

Sometimes my own excitement gets in the way when someone wants to buy a 

piece directly from me. “Of course you can buy this piece right out of my studio! duh!” 

I’m not one to turn down money when it’s staring me in the face but, with some shows, 

this can get you into serious trouble. If a piece gets accepted into one particular national 

show and you sell it before the show, you won’t be invited back for a while. The 

discipline involved can be difficult for some artists. We want to be creative and not worry 

about administrative things like this and just paint but, unless you have a manager who 

handles these things for you, you’d better keep track on your own! There are several 

inventory systems out there for organizing your work and I strongly recommend using 

one. I personally useArtworkArchive.com. It is cloud based so I can look up show dates, 

prices, availability, consignment dates and images from my phone, laptop, tablet and 

home computer. 

This is independent from my website, http://www.heatherarenas.com. I don’t like 

to display my prices on my website so the galleries have some wiggle room when 

working with collectors. This is why having an inventory system that shows me (and only 

me) the prices is important. I cannot remember the price for every size painting that I 

produce and the ‘per square inch’ price is not the same for large paintings as it is for 

small. I can quickly look at the program to see if a piece is committed to a show, is 

already sold, if it won any awards in previous shows, it’s price, etc. I don’t want to shoot 

myself in the foot by misquoting a price or selling something that belongs somewhere 

else. 

  

That said, I have yet to figure out a physical storage system for paintings that are queued 

for future events. If anyone has any great ideas, please 

share! www.facebook.com/heatherarenasfineart. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.artworkarchive.com/
http://www.heatherarenas.com/
http://www.facebook.com/heatherarenasfineart


  

Member News 
 
Nori Thorne ~ received first place recognition, Oil and Pastels, for "Budding Out" in 

the Artists Association of Northern Colorado's online show, "Spring Forward."  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christine Drewyer ~ 

My first show of the 

season is a group show 

featuring 15 new oil 

paintings with the 

spring theme.  

The show will be May 

13
th

 through June 6
th

 

2015 at Main St. 

Gallery in Annapolis, 

Maryland 

Main St. Gallery is the 

gallery, which I helped 

to confound in 1996, 

and it brings me great 

joy to see it still 

thriving to this day. The art lessons that I learned by owning and running this gallery for 

14 years were an education that I could never have bought.  

 
 
 
 



 
Peggy Bradshaw-Palm ~ Art which reflects 

spiritual energy connects the viewer to a larger 

realm.  I am drawn to grace of form and moving 

images of light.  My latest art illustrates the 

emotion and beauty of wildlife, and conveys the 

urgency of protecting our natural heritage. 
 

The artist has received numerous awards including 

those at San Diego Art Institute and at PSWA’s 

CA Open Wildlife festival.  She was named Best 

in Show at the 2011 Foothills Art Association’s 
Wildlife in Art.  Recently, she was awarded Best 
in Show at PSWA’s 42nd CA Open Wildlife Art 
Festival, 2015. 

 
Deborah LaFogg Docherty ~ I am very grateful, it has been an exceptional year for me... 

Here are some of the awards the past year has brought me. I fell very blessed. 

 

Marquis Who’s Who In American Art Award at 2014 Audubon Artist Association’s Exhibit 

at the Salmagundi Club, NYC  

 

Two Honorable Mentions in the Animal & Wildlife category of the 16th Annual Pastel 100 

Competition held by the Pastel Journal, printed in the April 2015 issue. 

 

John Thomas “Tommy” Triplett Memorial Award at the 2014 Kentucky National Wildlife 

Art Show, Henderson, KY 

 

Sidney Friedlander Memorial Award at the 10th Annual Northeast National Pastel 

Exhibition, Old Forge, NY 2014  

 

Ginger Whellock ~ I am pleased to 

share my news of acceptance into Oil 

Painters of America National Juried 

Exhibition at the Cutter and Cutter 

Brilliance Gallery in St, Augustine, FL 

in May, 2015.  This is the painting that 

was accepted: 

“Hedge Rows” 16x12 Oil  (image 

attached to this email) 

 

Additionally I have been invited to 

participate in the Western Masters 

Heart of the West Art Show and 

Auction in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho in 



August.   

 

I will have a very busy spring and summer with these two new shows added to my 

scheduled shows: Douglas Land Conservancy Plein Air Event and Sale in Castle Rock in 

June and Art for the Sangres in benefit of the San Isabel Land Protection Trust in 

Westcliffe, Colorado in September not to mention other shows I will be submitting to 

during this same time period!” 

 

 
Debbie Hughbanks ~I’ve been busy with shows in multiple states and have been 

honored to have three pieces win awards in the last month. Very exciting! 

 
Puddleboys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiffany Miller Russell ~ I’ve also had two 

works, Stomp and Anuran Cathedrals selected for 

publication in Incite 3: The Art of Storytelling (the Best 

of Mixed Media) published by North Light Books / F + 

W Media. Publication is tentatively set for September 

2015. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stomp                          Anuran cathedrals 
Val Carson ~ It’s been a lovely spring in spite of the drought. I’ve been painting 

wildflowers all over California - first along the southern CA coast, then poppies and 

goldfield in the high desert of Lancaster, and finally the lupine up north in Salinas Valley. 

The Historic District of Crystal Cove near Newport Beach, CA hosted a group of 30-

juried artists in a spring show titled “In Bloom” at which I did sell a 20x22 I had painted 

from a 9x12 plein air study. The other paintings will be submitted to upcoming 

exhibitions.  

           Ridge Walk 

 

 
SJ.Shaffer ~ A Cowgirl Up! 2012 in Wickenburg ,Arizona  

Will be featured the Month of May and June 2015 in the 

Red Rock Country , Sedona, Arizona- considered 

a world wide destination. 

Sedona Monthly magazine June 2015 chose SJ.Shaffer 

as the featured artist "Open Portfolio". 

Represented by, " Goldenstein Gallery" in Sedona 

Arizona ,featured artist June 2015. 

Show night June 5Th- Artist reception 5-8pm, SJ.Shaffer 

will be present. 



To a great season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Shelley Hull ~ My three paintings North Table 

Silhouette, West Mitten, and Colorado National 

Monument - Panorama were accepted into the 

show Contemporary Painting 2015 at the Western 

Colorado Center for the Arts, Grand Junction, 

CO. The exhibit runs from May 15 to June 24th 

2015 

North Table Silhouette 

        Panorama 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Marla Smith ~ I have been 

juried into the 

Phippen Western Art Show 

here in Prescott which is over 

Memorial Day weekend, May 

23, 24, 25, on the downtown 

courthouse plaza square...will 

be entering the WAOW 

show, the Mountain Oyster 

Show, and the American 

Plains Show ...here's recent 



photos of a couple of my pieces. the 2 horses is a study for a larger 

piece,  "Siesta",  and  the saddled horse is "  Waitin' his turn"    well that's about it for 

me., busy, busy 

      Siesta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Peggy Judy ~ Have four pieces on exhibit at O’Dunn Fine Art in La Mesa, CA for the 

Balboa Park Centennial Celebration, opens Mar 14, 2015. 

 

 
Cougar 

 

      

Leslie Alen ~ My recent painting, “Daylilies From David” was accepted for the 

Spring NOAPS International On-Line Exhibit! (Attached) I’m honored to show 

this piece with so many prestigious painters! 

http://www.noaps.org/html/on-

line_international.html 

·       I’m busy reinventing myself as a studio 

painter and loving painting BIG! Having 

some success selling larger pieces via Art 

Consultants. 

 

 

 

http://www.noaps.org/html/on-line_international.html
http://www.noaps.org/html/on-line_international.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kim Bernadas ~ I have recently completed a workshop for residents of Plastic Surgeons 

- The Influence of Sculpture as it relates to Plastic Surgery. A radio spot featuring the 

workshop was aired on WWNO for NPR's "Inside the Arts. http://wwno.org/post/inside-

arts-jesus-christ-superstar-med-students-sculpt-clay-distillery-artist-residency , as well as 

an article in Country Roads Magazine "Sculpting Plastic Surgeons" . 

 

My recent sculpture "Masquerade" was exhibited 

and sold at Garden District Gallery New Orleans. 

See pic below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Georgene McGonagle ~ bronze sculpture, What's 

Up?, was awarded 1st Place by  

the Artists Association of Northern 

Colorado.  Summer shows to include 

Sculpture in the Park, and The Governor's Art 

Show, both in Loveland, CO. 

 

 

 

 

http://wwno.org/post/inside-arts-jesus-christ-superstar-med-students-sculpt-clay-distillery-artist-residency
http://wwno.org/post/inside-arts-jesus-christ-superstar-med-students-sculpt-clay-distillery-artist-residency


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gloria Chadwick ~ Events;  

February- Pacific Southwest Wildlife show 

March- Public Service Award  

April - Plein Air Convention, ArtWalk Little 

Italy 

May - Invitational Reflections In Nature. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Barbara Parish ~Plein Air Artists of Riverside, 10th Annual 10 day Paint Out/ Quick 

Draw in Redlands, Ca. My painting received 2nd place for the Quick Draw.  

 



                                 

                 “Olive Ave Market”                                  Barbara Parish  

  
 

 

 

 

 

News from Kathryn A. McMahon 

 

Plein Air Artists Colorado 19th 

Annual National Juried Fine Art Exhibition and Sale 

Mary Williams Fine Art Gallery Boulder CO 

July 30-August 30 

 

Artists Juried in  from WAOW 

Kathryn A. McMahon 

Amy Evans 

Leslie Allen 

 

 

 

 
2015 Lynn Thomas Scholarship ~ Nancy Romanovsky 

 

Workshop Recipient Recap by Nancy Romanovsky 

I am so pleased to let our membership know I attended a workshop April 23-24, 2015 

using the Lynn Thomas Scholarship fund awarded to me. The workshop was taught by 

Linda Glover Gooch at the Scottsdale Artist School and was entitled “Painting 

Landscapes from Photographs.” It was an information-packed, fast paced two days. Linda 

is a very talented artist but also an easy to understand and patient instructor – sometimes 



that’s not always the case with artists! I took home a few nuggets like using Thalo 

Yellow Green (a crazy Chroma I introduced to my palate just recently when taking a 

Matt Smith workshop) mixed with Alizarin makes a lovely desert grayed-down green. I 

live in AZ and it’s always a challenge to create those gray greens. Linda also talked about 

using her shadow color as “air.” “Air is everywhere else in the painting,” she said. So she 

adds a little of that shadow color/air into her other colors to create atmosphere and color 

harmony. Of course there were many other things I took home in my mind and notes but I 

wanted to give a few specifics. I painted four pieces during the two days. Here is a photo 

of all four, in various states of completion. I am so thankful to WAOW for this 

opportunity.  

 

 
 

 

2015 Elected Board Members 

President - Christine Drewyer 

Vice President/Membership – Heather Arenas 

Second VP/Show Chair – Sarah Kennedy 



Corporate Secretary – Darcie Copeland 

Treasurer – Ally Benbrook 

 

2015 Board Advisors 

Advisors - Amy Evans, Kim Shaklee, Mary Ann Cherry, 

                  Joan Wright 

 

2015 Appointed Positions 

Recording Secretary – Julie Hayes 

Bookkeeper - Gail Winiarz 

Membership – Heather Arenas 

Advertising Director - Tina Bohlan 

Show Chair – Sarah Kennedy 

Assistant Co-Chair – Carol Amos 

Communications Secretary - Janice Muir 

Historian - Joan Wright 

Web Mistress – Nori Thorne 

Newsletter Editor - Barbara Parish 

Cafe Administrator - Judy Burch 

Café’ Team Head – Mejo Okon 

Publicity - Dana Nash 

Publicity Co Chair – Nancy Rynes, Karen McLain 

Scholarship – Sally Fuess 

Assistant Scholarship – Lyn Phariss 

Yahoo Site - Elin Pendleton 
 



 

  
 

 
 
 
 

  Christine Drewyer 
  

Dear Talented Ones, 

Happy summer to all of you, and I hope this time 

finds you all well and busy with your creative 

endeavors. I am particularly excited to write this 

newsletter today because our time to have our 

annual show is coming up soon and there is much 

for you to get involved with.  

 

Sarah Kennedy & Carol Amos have been working 

tirelessly to insure that this will be a show to 

remember. The entire team has been so dedicated this year and I think that you will all be 

pleased with their hard work and planning on your behalf. Their tremendous organization 

and dedication is heartwarming and they are just doing a stellar job. At the meeting, 

Carol had mentioned to us that she had no idea how much effort had gone into organizing 

one of our big shows. I would love as many of you as possible next year to sign up for the 

team as it surely does take a village and will definitely open your eyes to how much 

effort has been donated on your behalf. 

 

Just to remind you that our online show opportunity is also open with the theme of 

Rivers, Tides and Pools until July 27th. I have the privilege of being the judge for this one 

as our Master artists were busy with other events this time. I can’t wait to see what you 

will enter. Nori Thorne is doing a great job of managing our website and is ready to 

receive your images for this new exhibition. Nori has also agreed to help in the design of 

some of our ads to help us to have a beautiful cohesive look. 

Voice of Women Artists of the West 
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To remind you that our deadlines are quickly approaching, please go to our website to the 

member’s only page to get full details for the upcoming events. The home page does have 

the prospectus but there is a plethora of info about lodging, planned events and pictures 

for additional info. You will be pleased to know that there are many opportunities for 

recognition with this show and our judge Carol Swinney is going to have her work cut 

out for her to be sure. That being said, Victoria Castillo has done an outstanding job of 

securing donations AND prizes the likes of which will delight any dedicated artist.  

 

According to her report at our last board meeting, she had already secured 14 sponsors; 

$1,000.in cash prize money; $1,545. In gift Certificates and $885 in merchandize!! That 

is prizes outside of the publisher’s awards, hooray.  I am so grateful for her hard work for 

our cause and know that you will join me in thanking her for this incredible feat! Victoria 

has promised to post some pics of the prizes on our new Facebook page, so be sure to go 

and visit and like the pages and leave your comments! We were having trouble getting 

our old inactive page down (sorry for the technical difficulty, we’re working on it) you 

want the page that has a picture of a palette on the home page. We believe that our 

sponsors will really get a boost too if we post pictures after the show of the recipients 

holding their product that was graciously donated. Two fold benefits as you winners will 

get further press and another option to bring and brag. An important lesson in the art 

world is to be seen in all of your successful glory, bring it on ladies. 

 

This has been a well-planned event and we have catalogs and postcards being printed for 

the promotion of the show. Speaking of the promotion of the show, there are outstanding 

opportunities for advertising which has been arranged for you. We had some serious 

discussion about our identity to the public at large and while we honor or history and our 

roots as a western group, we decided that we maybe were not doing enough to let the 

world know that we are more than a Western Group. Our name is certainly enough to 

confuse that issue and we felt that we needed to do more to rectify that for all of our non-

western members.  I am happy to inform you all that we have voted to expand the 

advertising budget for this show to include offers from Fine Art Concessioner as well as 

American Art Collector. We will still have our advertising options with Art of the West 

and Southwest Art as originally selected by the team. So you have many wonderful 

options to show off your talent and enhance your careers.  

 

I am going to give a little plug to the benefits of advertising here, so please bear with me 

for a moment. When I decided 2 years ago to blow out the wall in my old studio and 

build a proper studio, it did a few things. First, I thought I was a full time artist till I was 

one and second I thought, whoa, I just did demolition on my house for the sake of 

art….well I can assure you it both thrilled AND terrified me. I got extremely serious 

about my work and thought that at least for a trial time, I would throw the kitchen sink at 

it. That sink was full of lots of stuff that cost me time effort AND mostly money. The 

money part was mainly in the form of frames & advertising. You see, I am old school and 

still believe that you only get that one chance to make a first impression, so I surely did 

have a sink full of challenges. I figured my budget however small would have to include 

a way for me to have the whole nation be able to see what I had. I already had a website 

and just needed a way to get people to find it. I told myself that I would give it a year of 



consistent ads (not to mention actually painting 40 hours a week) to see IF that made a 

difference.  I took advantage of every discount offered by my groups and galleries to see 

& be seen, The Guidebook from Art of the West and any promotional opportunity that 

was legitimate for me, including shows, online shows, new print releases, particular 

themes that I was interested in branding my work with etc.  I must tell you that the results 

astounded even me! The experiment has brought me 2 major, and I mean major sales 

opportunities as well as being invited to jury 3 national shows and invitations to 2 new 

galleries. I am not telling you this to say yay me, I telling you this because it is worth the 

experiment for YOU. It pleases me greatly as I go through my art magazines with 

something akin to a religious zeal and it warms my heart to see your wonderful ads and 

features shining off of the pages!! They are noticed and they are beautiful and it says 

that YOU are serious about this art thing. Tina Bohlman has negotiated some 

wonderful ad opportunities for us and I am hopeful that each of you that can will take 

advantage of this exposure. I can now speak from experience that a picture IS worth a 

thousand words and perhaps even several thousand dollars too! Let’s show them who we 

are ladies. I believe in you. 

 

Our CAFÉ site is up now and able to receive your new entries. If you have any trouble, 

you may call or email me and we’ll get you the help you need.  

 

On a closing note, there has been one more change to policy for next year; we will be 

opening up the jury process for new members to quarterly instead of annually so that 

many more will have opportunity to join our fabulous group of women artists.  Please 

look into booking your rooms for this year’s show and know that I am so looking forward 

to meeting more of you in person this year.  

 

  

 

Member News to Editor 
 

THE WEST WIND 

Quarterly Newsletter 
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longest side 

Newsletter Editor:  Barbara Parish, barbaraparish@verizon.net 

 

 

 

mailto:barbaraparish@verizon.net


 

Nori Thorne, Webmistress 

You may have noticed the new link on the WAOW website – WORKSHOP info. 

Members now have the option of adding their upcoming workshop information to the 

WAOW website. If you would like to do so, send one good quality image and the short 

version of your workshop details to norithorne@msn.com  

This workshop info should consist of the title of your class, the medium, the date, 

location and duration of the workshop and a link to more information. We will not place 

more than a couple paragraphs per each member, ladies, so be brief, thanks! Things like 

lodging info or your supply list, etc, should be on the page to which you link, not the 

waow website. 

 

 

 

Member News 
 
Victoria Castillo ~ What a busy spring 
and early summer!  I was invited to 
participate in the show Contemporary 
Figuration at Abend Gallery Fine Art in 
Denver, Co. alongside fellow artists Tony 
Pro, Johanna Harmon, Linda Tracey 
Brandon and other nationally known 
figurative artists. Each artist chosen for 
this exhibition was asked to take the 
classic human form and mold it to fit our 
own glimpse of the world.  
We were written up in American Art 
Collector and Southwest Art magazines. 
The show runs June 12 - July 3. 
       
 
My painting "Quince Kimono" was included 
in the Oil Painters of America's 24th 
National Juired Exhibition of Traditional 
Oils at Cutter & Cutter Fine Art in St. 
Augustine, FL.  It was an inspiring week of 

demos, lectures, paint-outs and great art! 
 

 

Quince Kimono                        Crimson Sash  



 

 

        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
           
                     
 

 

  

 

Virginia Unseld ~ 3 painting accepted into the 

Greeley National Art Exhibit. Late Rehearsal ( 

attached) won First Place Pastel and Spring is in the 

Air  an won Honorable Mention.  Virginia also had a 

painting entitled Alaska Blues accepted into the 

International Association of Pastel Societies biennial 

exhibit in Albuquerque in June. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Late Rehearsal 

 

 

            

 

Lori Kiplinger Pandy ~ "Fierce" The Triumph of Harriet Tubman will be on display as 

part of a year-long exhibit celebrating Harriet Tubman - The Moses of her people to 

celebrate the opening of the new Harriet Tubman and African American Museum in 

Macon, GA. 

 

 

"King of Jesters", ceramic portrait bust of 

Danny Kaye, received an Award of Merit at the 

American Women Artists Spring Online Juried 

Show. 

 

 

 
 

 
    Fierce 



Kim L Middleton ~ A Hole with a View   

invited to show in the annual juried Oil Painters of American exhibit at Cutter and Cutter 

Fine Art Galleries in St. Augustine, FL.    

                        

Sisters was juried into All Things Birds and Beautiful art show in Eastsound, WA along 

with fellow WAOW members Debby Hughbanks and Anne Peyton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

  Sisters                    

                                       

A Hole With A View                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

Laurie Sorkin ~ Last autumn I planted lots of 

flower bulbs, and have been enjoying the 

rewards of my gardening work this spring. Not 

very interested in painting florals before now, 

I've discovered that it is very captivating to 

paint a flower that I, myself, grew! Here is one 

of my favorites -- "Daffodil Duo." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
           

Daffodil Duo 



 
 
                                                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                           
Amy Evans ~ I have two paintings accepted into the Plein Air Artists of Colorado 

National Juried Show which will be held July 30- August 30, 2015 at the Mary Williams 

Art Gallery in Boulder, Co. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                           “Before the Frost”, 9x12”, oil 

“Let There Be Light”, 12x9”, oil                                                                                                              

  

 

Marla Smith ~ very excited I was juried into the "Rawhide & Spurs" art show at 

Mountain Trails Gallery in Santa Fe.... they chose my piece titled " 

“ Cool Water" an oil, the show runs at the gallery from July 9, to July 23rd,, reception 

and awards is July 10.  

 

                    

 

 

 



Reflections       

        Cool Water 
 

 

                                          
 

 

 

 

Cheryl Harley-Volz ~  "Hard Pull" and "Like Peas and Carrots", were included in the 
American Academy of Equine Art Spring Invitational art show in Kentucky.  

 
                Hard Pull     Like Peas and Carrots 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Shelley Hull ~ My three paintings North Table Silhouette, West Mitten, and Colorado 

National Monument - Panorama were accepted into the show Contemporary Painting 

2015 at the Western Colorado Center for the Arts, Grand Junction, CO. The exhibit runs 

from May 15 to June 24th 2015. http://gjartcenter.org/wp/contemporary_2015/ 

            

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

                          Colorado National Monument 

 

     North Table Silhouette                                    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 West Mitten 

 

 

http://gjartcenter.org/wp/contemporary_2015/


Jeanne Hyland ~ Bell Pepper & Blue Jar won the Mabel Culpepper Award at 

the 2015 New Mexico Watercolor Society Spring Exhibition. Albuquerque, 

NM. Her Poinsettia Blast painting was a Finalist in the Richeson75ONLINE; Still Life 

& Floral 2015. Her painting, Leaning Toward Red is being shown at the National 

Watercolor Society, 2015 Annual 

Member Exhibition. Jeanne 

presented a well received Live 

Demonstration at National 

Watercolor Society; Sunday, June 7, 

2015 at the NWS Gallery, San Pedro, 

CA. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
       
       
Leaning Toward Red  
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                     Bell Pepper and Blue Jar 
 
 
 
Christine Drewyer ~ It’s been an exciting time for me this summer and I am 
participating in a new venue. The invitational exhibition “The 5th Annual Slo-poke 
Western Art Rodeo” is sponsored and hosted by The Seaside Gallery at Pismo Beach, 
CA. I am very pleased to have 4 paintings on display at this new gallery, including 
the unveiling of “Full Out Freedom” a 30x40 of wolves running through the snow, 
one of my ad pieces in Art of the West 
Additional exhibitions are; 
A three-person exhibition of new works at Main St. Gallery, in Annapolis, MD  
Washington Society of Landscape Painters at the American Painting Fine Art Jun13, 
– Sept. 26th 



I am also pleased to be invited to exhibit in a new gallery, L’heure Bleue Gallerie in 
Cambria, CA, the painting “Serenity “ a 12x16 oil on linen is one of the introductory 
paintings on display  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    Serenity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Seaside Gallery at Pismo Beach 
 
 



 
Mary Ann Cherry ~ did the 

quick finish in March at the 

Out West Art Show during 

Western Art Week in Great 

Falls, Montana. One of her 

pieces was recently purchased 

for the permanent collection of 

the Art Museum of Eastern 

Idaho. She will also be 

included in the Traveling the 

West inaugural art show in 

Dallas, Texas in October 

 is “Scouts Report from 

Powder River” 30 x 30 oil and 

“End of an Eighteen Hour 

Day” 18 x 24 pastel 

 

 

  

                                                                    

Scouts Report from Powder River 
  

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                           

 
 

 
 

       End of an Eighteen-Hour Day 

 



Marsha MacDonald ~ associate member received First Place for Artist's Choice and 

First Place for People's Choice ,for her painting " After the Storm" at the Ventura County 

Pastel Artist's Show, in Ojai, California on May 2,2015 

 

 
 
 

Member Show Flyers 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2015 Elected Board Members 

President - Christine DrewyerVice President/Membership – 

Heather Arenas 

Second VP/Show Chair – Sarah Kennedy 

Corporate Secretary – Darcie Copeland 

 

Treasurer – Ally Benbrook 

 

2015 Board Advisors 

Advisors - Amy Evans, Kim Shaklee, Mary Ann Cherry, 

                  Joan Wright 

 



2015 Appointed Positions 

Recording Secretary – Julie Hayes 

Bookkeeper - Gail Winiarz 

Membership – Heather Arenas 

Advertising Director - Tina Bohlan 

Show Chair – Sarah Kennedy 

Assistant Co-Chair – Carol Amos 

Show Sponsorship Chair ~ Victoria Castillo 

Communications Secretary - Janice Muir 

Historian - Joan Wright 

Web Mistress – Nori Thorne 

Newsletter Editor - Barbara Parish 

Cafe Administrator - Judy Burch 

Café’ Team Head – Mejo Okon 

Publicity - Dana Nash 

Publicity Co Chair – Nancy Rynes, Karen McLain 

Scholarship – Sally Fuess 

Assistant Scholarship – Lyn Phariss 

Yahoo Site - Elin Pendleton 

  
 



  
 

The West Wind 
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                                                                         Christine Drewyer 

Newsletter 2015 New Year 

My Dearest WAOW Sisters,  

 

Happy Happy New Year to all of you.  It is hard to believe that this past year has just 

flow n by. It has been filled with challenges and joys probably in equal measure and I 

find myself a bit wistful to see it go. Unlike some other years where I just almost wanted 

to close out the year with a big “good riddance”, this one seemed sweeter and parts of it, I 

was reluctant to release.  

First and foremost, may I just start by saying a huge thank you to all of you for reelecting 

me as your President for one final year.  I am deeply honored to experience this privilege 

to serve a group, which is an important priority in my artistic life. I could not have 

accomplished near what we did together without the tremendous team that was our board 

for the past two years.  These women have been so dedicated and selfless and all have 

agreed to mentor and assist the new board as we go forward next year with a new chapter.  

Please join me in welcoming our new board members and in thanking them in advance 

for their willingness to serve our group with their talent and skills. You did receive a 

notice of these newly nominated board members, but I wanted to mention them again 

here and recognize them for their dedication.  



Sarah Kennedy ~ 2nd Vice President and Show Chair Carol Amos ~ Assistant Show 

Chair 

Ally Benbrook ~ Treasurer 

Darcie Copeland ~ Corporate Secretary 

Sally Fuess ~ Scholarship Chair Lyn Phariss ~ Assistant Scholarship Chair 

Mejo Okon ~ Café Administrator 

Julie Hayes ~ Recording Secretary 

Karen McLain and Nancy Rynes ~ PR Co- Chairs   Dana Nash~ Assistant PR 

Nori Thorne ~ Web Mistress 

Victoria Castillo ~Show Sponsor Chair 

Barbara parish ~ Newsletter 

Mary Ann Cherry ~ Advisor to the Board 

Amy Evans ~ Advisor to the Board 

Truly ladies, this would not be possible without the tremendous efforts of this team, so if 

you can offer your assistance if needed we would greatly appreciate it, it really does take 

a village and we’re the village. 

Each year I like to create a mantra that serves as a compass for my decisions and actions 

and that challenges me to go beyond my limitations of ego and mind. The mantra is more 

than just words; it’s an invitation to break the hypnosis that quietly runs aspects of my 

life.  

My mantra for 2015 is Fierce! Each year that goes by I get closer to the center of my 

being and become increasingly intolerant of things, relationships, work and habits that 

only serve to keep me stuck in suspended animation. I become more aware of the 

“Shoulds” that I have integrated from the outside world that deny my freedom and 

authenticity. This year I realized that to protect the essential SELF requires a stepping in 

and stepping up. It requires me to be Fierce in my determination to keep evolving and to 

take a stand for myself.  

We all fight hard to claim our time to create our art and we all have the “shoulds” pulling 

on us, telling us that we need to make it this way, or that way, to enter this competition or 

that one. We tell ourselves that IF we could just get into that next thing, than IT would 

happen. 

I invite you to remember that your most precious gift that you can offer to the world IS 

your authenticity! Go for that thing that makes your heart sing and that is screaming to 

get expressed in a way that only YOU could do it.  Everyone and everything has its 

essential nature. It is not our job or responsibility to change that but instead to learn to 

dance with what is true. This requires FIERCE presence and courage of Spirit. It requires 

us to release the attachments to any rote plans of how things Should be done or how other 

people should be. It also takes a deep sense of presence to co-create beauty and magic. I 

always believed that if I acted in faith, when I jumped, that the net would appear. What I 

learned this year, is that the net is really short for net~work, and that we co~partner to lift 

each other up and celebrate what each has to contribute to the beautiful tapestry we call 

life.  

I sincerely cannot wait to see what each of you will manifest this year with your art. 

Remember to dream and dream big! Hold each other in your hearts as many of us are 

struggling still and we need one another and to remember that we are a family here. 
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On-Line Exhibit 2014 

By Christine Drewyer 
 

Dear Talented ones, 

 

I want to take a moment of your time to say a huge CONGRATULATIONS to all of our 

winners of this our first on line show with awards.  I can only imagine how hard it was to 

choose even a few from this stable of beauty.  This is probably my favorite show that 

we've had on line second only to the dog show, but then I am so partial to the animals.  

 

Thank you to Cecy Turner our first Master artist to judge the show. I can only imagine 

the hair pulling that went on trying to choose.  Cecy has promised to do a write up for our 

Westwind Newsletter explaining more about her choices and what she was looking for in 

the winners. Thanks Cecy, for selecting a variety of medium, style and exquisite pieces, 

great job. I also look forward to your explanations on your selections.  

 

Now to the Winners; 

 

FIRST PLACE   Deborah LaFogg Docherty, The  "Wood Storks" in pastel is a visual 

feast!  The tenderness portrayed in this sweet family is just palpable, BRAVO.  I love that 

we think of storks as bringing babies and that subtle message is very tenderly represented 

here. Pastel has that quality to refract the light and I can only imagine it must sparkle in 

person. It surely jumps out as a winner in our show. 

 

SECOND PLACE Georgene McGonagle, "Forget Me Not" also delivers a very important 

message about conservation and our responsibility to the planet. The elegant and minimal 

line is brilliant and sophisticated, and that patina, wow.  The simplicity and elegance of 

the piece are profound. 



 

THIRD PLACE Linda Eppenger Johnson, "Horned Toad Baby" in watercolor is so 

endearing. Thank you for reminding us that, as artists, we can find beauty in ALL 

creatures. This is a difficult medium and requires precision and control. The very limited 

palette and blend of hard and soft edges is wonderful juxtaposed against the idea of 

horned anything and babies!  

 

JUDGES CHOICE Mary Lou Pape, "Firefox" has a magical quality of light and 

movement, the qualities which make any oil successful. A beautiful reminder that our 

animal kingdom is in no shortage of brilliant color and magnificence. You have very 

successfully made your subject stand out against a perfect backdrop. 

 

HONERABLE MENTION Pokey Park, "Bear" is that perfect combination of I dare you 

and yet so endearing. Your patinas are always a wonder to behold and the element of glee 

and comedy always present. This is such a fun loving piece combined with the enduring 

qualities of bronze. I would give this to every child or child at heart that I know! 

 

HONORABLE MENTION Burnetta Venosdel, "Senoran Standoff" is another example of 

exquisite finishes, from the color and texture of the prickly pear to the top knot on the 

bird all nestled onto a perfectly polished base. What I love most about this piece is that it 

tells a story. Brilliant use of a title to lead us on this journey with you. 

 

HONORABLE MENTION Kathleen Kirsh, "Innocence in Velvet" has such a sweet and 

gentle quality which is the very essence of innocence. It is a perfect reminder of the 

vulnerability of our animal kingdom. So sensitively rendered and and excellent snapshot 

of an accidental encounter.  

 

HONORABLE MENTION Reenie Kennedy "Vantage Point" This exceptional piece in 

acrylic with limited palette is a perfect reminder of that which is in jeopardy today. With 

a vantage point and an expansive view we can strive to heal our planet and be the 

stewards of magnificent creatures as this polar bear. The diagonal slope of the neck 

successfully leads you through the stark landscape which is home to awesome creatures 

as this. (sorry Reeni to miss this on first posting, no coffee yet,ha) 

 

Thank you all for your participation and giving us more reason to be so proud! The 

quality of this show is a feast for the eyes and a credit to the entire group. Well done 

indeed ladies. 

 

All my best, love,  

 

Christine Drewyer 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

  

 

 

Some of my thoughts on judging the Online Animal Show 

by Cecy Turner, Master Signature Member 
 

I was so very pleased with the quality of the paintings, drawings and sculptures in the 

Animal Show that it once again reaffirmed my honor in being a member of WAOW. 

However, it made my job one of the most difficult ones I've ever had in judging a show. 

Normally in judging I can see a group of work that stands out above all the rest and 

perhaps narrow it down from there. I couldn't do that in this show, because the group that 

stood out as excellent was well over half of the work entered! It took numerous looks at 

every piece to even start narrowing it down to the large group that would include the 

winners. And that brings me to something very important: If most of the work is painted, 

drawn, or sculpted excellently, technically beautiful and correct, how is a judge going to 

pick the winners? What is going to be that "extra" criteria that some work has and other 

work doesn't have? If you can't throw something out because of a flaw (such as incorrect 

drawing, etc.), what is going to separate the best work from the almost best work??? To 

accomplish this, I separated the work that was "just the animal" - if the animal was 

simply sitting or standing there with nothing to go "Wow" about, I had to eliminate it, 

even if it was technically beautiful and I'd love to have it in my home. If it was static, flat 

or cut-out looking, although otherwise well-done, it had to go. In other words, what I 

based this decision on were the following qualities: A lyrical feel or movement, as Pokey 

Park's Bear sculpture. Perhaps it was an unusual vantage point or cropping that the artist 

had in her initial idea that set the animal apart from other similarly well-done animals, as 

the interesting and unique composition of Kathleen Kirch's deer. Some of the animals had 

that extra personality over the others, which shined through their work, and others, as the 

darling horned toad, had the most wonderful color harmony and edges - I couldn't get 

away from it. Others had the most wonderful light, which was the idea of the work. I 

won't mention all the winners, but that about says it all. What is the artist's idea and what 

are they trying to get across to the viewer? In these cases, it wasn't just, "Here is an 

animal that is drawn, painted or sculpted very well." 

I'm so proud of all the WAOW'ers who entered the show, and I'm sorry I couldn't give 

more prizes, because SO many more works deserved recognition. I had to beg for a few 

more awards as it was! Enter again and again, and remember the words Lyrical, Idea, 

Movement, Personality, Light, Harmony, Vantage Point or Unique Composition, because 

that's what it all came down to. It was a pleasure to be the judge! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

Heather Arenas, Membership 

 

Congratulations to our New Signature Members! 

 

Susan Larson 

Cheryl Harley-Volz 

Linda Medders Jackson 

Carol Amos 

Barbara Parish 

Carol Roberts 

Dee Kirkham 

Gloria Chadwick 

Lyn Phariss 

 
 

 
 

Member News 

 
Julie Gowing Hayes, Associate Member, had two paintings juried into the 2014 Illinois 

River Art Salon sponsored by Heart of America Artists Association. Her painting “Party 

Barge”, 20”x30” oil, received Honorable Mention during the opening reception and 

awards ceremony held in the Great Hall at Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in 

Bentonville, AR in October. 

 

-- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Amy Evans ~ My painting, "Hide and Seek”, has been accepted in the 2014 Paint the 

Parks National Art Competition. The painting of Mt Ranier NP will be in the traveling 

exhibition. I also was honored to receive an honorable mention for my painting, “Sign to 

the Past”, painting of Beaver Rock, NM, Montana and an honorable mention in the mini 

class for my painting “Along the Buffalo”, Buffalo River NP, AR. 

 

I am thrilled since painting in the parks is one of my favorite sources of inspiration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Ally Benbrook ~ 2014 has been amazing! Highlights 
include making it past the preliminary stages of the 
Art of Watercolour World Competition (France) – 
ending up with a photo in the catalog. Also a thrill 
was making the top 75 (out of over 2000 entries) in 
the Southwest Art Magazine Artistic Excellence all-
media competition, which included a photo and 
editorial mention in the magazine. 
The most exciting of all was being juried into the 
118th Annual Catherine Lorillard Wolfe Open Juried 
Exhibition in NEW YORK CITY!!!! This is an all-
media show, so I am especially honored to have my 
watercolor included.  
Another teary-eyed moment came when I found out 
that one of my Last Connection series was awarded 
Best in Show at the Mississippi Watercolor Grand National. Even sweeter, this show 
included many well-known artists, including my idol, Dean Mitchell. 
All together, in 2014 my paintings were in 9 national & international watercolor 
exhibitions, 3 national/international all-media exhibitions, and 5 local all-media 
shows. Plus, of course, my hometown favorite, SDWS Member Shows! 
The excellent artists I have met in the last few years  who generously shared their 
expertise, friendship, and support have created an atmosphere that encourages and 
celebrates artistic growth. I thank each and every one of you who got me started on 
this amazing journey! 
 

                  Last Connection 18 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Caly Garris ~ Hi everyone and HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

  

It’s “buckle-down”  and  kick up the creative juices time for me.... Have my first show in 

March, Paso Robles Cattlemen’s 25th Annual, and have almost no work 

finished. 

I am so grateful to have just finished a successful show, at the Clymer Museum in 

Ellensburg Washington, wonderful new staff to work with and really nice community. 

Even had some sales....YEE HAW! 

One of the biggest surprises, just before Thanksgiving, for me was having Wild Wings 

Prints decide to 

put my work in a 

new Western 

Promotion...plus 

they are printing 4 

of my paintings. 

Ladies, I really 

enjoy reading 

about your 

prowess in “our” 

art world. 

  

Stay safe and 

healthy in this 

New Year 

  

High gear in 

Oregon 

 

 



Cecy Turner ~ won Best of Show in the Rocky Mountain Plein Air Painters (RMPAP) 

annual juried plein air event in Rocky Mountain National Park in September. The event 

was called the Centennial Celebration of Rocky Mountain National Park and part of the 

sales proceeds went to the Rocky Mountain Conservancy, whose members work benefit 

the park in many ways. The painting that won Best of Show was "Autumn's Peak at Wild 

Basin," 12x9 oil on board. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Janel Maher ~ Growing up in Colorado, I spent my youth dreaming of 

horses,  drawing  and  riding.  Always fascinated with animals and horses in particular, I 

was intrigued by their movements, physical characteristics and behavior.  This life study 

has spurred my imagination in sculpting and painting what I know best, one of our 

greatest  treasures, the Horse. We all have to be passionate about something, and for me 

to create a sculpture or painting that captures the mood, spirit and conformation of my 

subject is exciting and challenging.  Whether it be a commission or an idea of my own, 

my ideas come from the horses in our pasture, a song or poem or just a comment I hear. I 

want the viewer not to see cold metal or an emotionless canvas, but a subject that 

breathes life!  In describing the sculpture 'Ponies before the Storm', one collector says, 

"Horses run through Janel Maher's hands…and she stops them in bronze so we can touch 

them".  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Christine Drewyer - This New 
Year the first opportunity for me is 
to give a talk on Native American 
Animal Medicine at the Shakti 
Studio Annual Retreat. I will intro-
duce the women to animal medi-
cine and help them to discover 
their own personal animal totems 
and the medicine or (messages of 
each native animal). Through 
guided meditation and a series of 
tools that I have learned by practic-
ing this spirituality for 25 years I 
will teach how we can become 
more attuned to the natural world 
and how animals are actually more 
involved in our everyday lives than 
we may have imagined. I will be 
using my own art as a bridge to get 
the women to relate in a personal 
way to the animals which they feel connected with.  I will be selling my prints as well as 
cards and other practitioner’s tools.

Just recently I have launched my 
Giclee Print Business under the name 
of Labyrinth Studios, as an aside to 
my original work. I do not sell my 
originals except through the galleries, 
so this is a nice way to not compete 
with that but still reach an audience 
that may not be ready to purchase that may not be ready to purchase 
original work. I am very excited to be 
getting more mileage out of some of 
my best work that has already been 
sold.



 

Debbie Hughbanks ~  has 

been a busy autumn for me 

with my work included in 

several national shows that 

I am pleased and honored 

to be a part of. The first 

was "Shades of Blue and 

Gray: The Horse in the 

Civil War," presented by 

the American Academy of 

Equine Art in Lexington, 

KY. Two of my pastels, 

"Requiem" and 

"Preparations," (shown 

here) were selected for this 

exhibition which honored 

the more than 1.5 million 

horses and mules that died 

during the American Civil War. 

During the same time frame I had a scratchboard piece, “Bighorn,” accepted for the 

biennial Kentucky National Wildlife Art Exhibit in Henderson, KY. 

“Sleeping on the Job” (pastel, shown here) was selected as a finalist in the Richeson75 

Online Animals, Birds and Wildlife 2014 Show. Such an honor! My second submission, 

"Forest Squabble," was designated as a Meritorious Entry and will be included in their 

exhibit book along with my other piece. 

Then, to wrap things up, I was pleased and excited to receive notification that my pastel 

painting, "American Dream,” was chosen for inclusion in the mini division of the 8th 

annual Paint the Parks Competition. This show celebrates our country's national parks 

and forests with each piece representing one of them. There will be both an online and 

touring exhibition with a portion of the proceeds benefiting the non-profit mission of the 

Coutts Museum of Art in El Dorado, KS. "American Dream" speaks about the birth of 

our nation and Independence National Historical Park in Philadelphia. 

  

 



 

 

Gloria Chadwick ~ happy to say I won my election with 46,303 votes continuing a fifth 

consecutive term for our hospital district. In between campaigning, I participated in my 

first 2  plein air competitions and sold all 3 paintings at the first event and one at the 

second. I also was the guest seminar speaker at the San Dimas Wildlife and Landscape 

show.  

Happy holidays to all and wishes of a successful and kinder New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Helen Bailey ~ My painting "Maclintock V" sold at the International Equine Artists' 

Signature Members Invitational Exhibit in El Paso, TX.  It was held at the International 

Museum of Art of El Paso and hung for September and October in that show. 

 

The awards I have received lately Richardson Civic Art Society 2014 Membership Show, 

Richardson, TX Oct-Nov. Best of Show (Starlight Express) and First Place – 

Pastel/Graphics (Skye) 

Two of my paintings were accepted into Art in the Atrium 9 at the George A. Purefoy 

Municipal Center in Frisco, TX (Eric’s Legacy) and (Peruvian Stallion). They will hang 

there for 6 months. 

The American Academy of Equine Arts Fall Open Juried Exhibition, Sep/Oct. 

Contemporary Arts Award (The New Arrival Is Here) 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Jeanne Hyland's painting, Eldorado Gold #1, received the Asel Art Supply Award in the 

Southwestern Watercolor Society’s 51st Membership Show, Dallas, TX—Eisemann 

Center, Richardson, TX. September 4–28, 2014. 

Jeanne recently had her painting, Sunflower Blast #1, recognized with the Juror’s Award 

in the 46th Annual Watercolor West Juried Exhibition in Brea, CA. October 11–

December 14, 2014. 

Honorable Mention was awarded to Jeanne at the Fall 2104 Exhibition, New Mexico 

Watercolor Society for Sunflower Blast #2. October 4–26, 2014. She was profiled in the 

Albuquerque Journal Arts “Venue” section, October 12, 2014. 

 

 

 



 

Karen Petrovich ~ I just got back from 

the Death Valley 49'ers Invitational 

Show and letting you know that I won 

Best of Show with "Incoming Storm" 

24x18 pastel (shown) and also won a 

second place in oils with " Palo Verde 

Sunset" 24x18. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Wells ~ I have just completed four new commissioned pet portraits for Christmas 

presents. I have a new website also. It is Linda Wells Pet Portraits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lindawellspetportraits.com/


Kathryn A. McMahon  

 
 



Maren Phillips ~ In late October, Maren Phillips participated in the inaugural En Plein 

Air Texas event in San Angelo, TX.  With over 30 artists participating, and many of 

them, including Maren, holding demos and classes for the local arts community, this 

event was one of the highlights of Texas painting this year!  With 4 days of plein air 

painting, 5 receptions honoring the artists, several special events with sales opportunities, 

and the Quick Draw event, there were enough activities to keep the artists occupied, 

24/7.  Maren was selected as the first place winner of the Quick Draw award with her 

painting "Mesquite Shadows" depicting a deep dappled shadow on one of the historic 

Fort Concho barracks buildings.  Maren sold 6 of her paintings done during the event.  A 

big THANKS to the San Angelo community and the San Angelo Museum of Fine Art. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Marla Smith ~these 3 pieces are going to the Red Bluff Western Art show.... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mejo Okon ~ I am one of the featured artists in the November issue  

of Southwest Art magazine. The article is "Celebrating 

Female Artists meet 16 women creating art, each in 

their own way". 

 

I have also moved to new 1,300 square foot studio  

in Fort Worth, Texas over the summer 

and am now represented by the Riverside Art Gallery. 

 

 

"The Watchers" 24'x72" oil on canvas 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pat Kuper ~ I was accepted into the “Paint 

the Parks” Show for the 5th year in a row!  I 

was juried into the final 100 (larger 

paintings) with the rams and the buffalo and 

coyote into the final mini 50.  The coyote 

has sold but the museum director at the 

Coutts Museum in El Dorado, Kansas said 

he will leave it in the online part of the show 

and put SOLD on it.  The show will travel 

the US for 1 year. 

I have also been juried into 3 other online 

shows.  Pastel of the Northern Rockies, 

Women Artists of the West, and the 

International Association of Pastel Societies. 

I really feel honored! 

I have done lots of pet portraits this year, my 

busiest yet. 

I have lots of things I hope to paint this 

coming year. 



I am mostly self taught but give credit to my first teacher, James Spurlock, who 

influenced me with his demonstrations and important suggestions for detail.  It is 

wonderful to have something that I am so passionate about to occupy my time in my later 

years! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Victoria Castillo ~ “I am interested in the 

dual nature of paint as a medium – it can be 

used to create the illusion of the natural 

world, while at the same time being obviously 

paint, with abstract and 

beautiful qualities all its 

own.” 

Victoria Castillo is a 

figurative painter whose 

work focuses on women in 

light-infused settings, usually 

gardens and intimate 

interiors.   

Victoria studied art at 

Washington & Lee 

University and at the 

University of Maryland, 

graduating with honors.  

After college, Victoria lived 

and worked in both Europe 

and the US. 

Victoria’s paintings receive 

top awards at national 



exhibitions, including Best in Show at The National Society of Artists’ 30th Annual 

Exhibition, and First Place two years running at the Louisiana Art & Artists’ Guild’s 

River Road Show. She won a Bronze Medal from Oil Painters of America and a 

memorial award from the Allied Artists of America. Her paintings appear regularly at the 

National Arts Club and the Salmagundi Club in NYC, and well as in the magazines 

Southwest Art and American Art Collector.  

 

She is represented by Abend Gallery Fine Art in Denver, CO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ellen Woodbury Image List  
 

1. Nature’s Paradox   (platypus)  
      23 x 17 x 15 inches 

             Mongolian Imperial Black Marble on      
Granite 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.   Master of Disguise (cuttlefish)14 x 11 x 10 inches 
Rosso Verona Marble on Texas Shellstone 
 



 
 

 
3.  Sky Life     (swallow) 

      20 x 13 x 8 inches Carrara Marble on 
Blue Onyx and Travertine 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
4.  Squash and Stretch    (white-tailed ptarmigans) 
      19 x 18 ½ x 12 ½ inches 
             Sivec Marble and Mongolian Imperial Black 
Marble on Carrara Marble and    
      Granite 

 
 

Scholarship Winner 

 
2015  Women Artists of the West Lynn Thomas Scholarship 

winner 

Nancy Romanovsky 

 

The WAOW Lynn Thomas Scholarship Fund Committee is pleased to announce that Nancy 

Romanovsky has been chosen to receive the Scholarship for 2015. The amount of $200.00 will 

be applied to the 2015 workshop of her choice. 

 The committee would also like to acknowledge the quality of her application. Her attention to 

detail, professional presentation, and compliance with our requirements made her application 

exceptional.  

Congratulations.  Lynn Thomas would be pleased and excited to know that this scholarship has 

been awarded in her memory. 



 Sincerely 

WAOW Scholarship Committee 

Jackie Penner 

Joyce Trygg 

 

 

Nancy Romanovsky 

Artist Statement  

Sometimes I think of myself as of an artist who loves to hike. But a hiker who loves to paint is 
probably a more precise description. For me, nothing replaces being outside in nature. When I 
am not hiking, I want to paint what I have experienced in nature. Through the intimate 
connection I have with nature, I try to capture a simple truth and honesty in my paintings.  

My paintings reflect stillness and quiet that can only be found in nature. They slow everything 
down to a single moment. They also let me be alone and look into myself. Alone has always 
felt like a physical place for me, a room where I find comfort. When I hike or paint, I enter this 
room, and my paintings are windows into this room.  

My current work explores aspen groves. An aspen grove is made up of one or several clones. 
Within each clone, all trees are genetically identical and share the same root system. They have 
the same general structure and the same leaf and bark characteristics. But time and the elements 
have left unique, individual marks on each tree. Light and shadow also touch each tree in a 
different way. I am drawn to capturing these individual differences while still depicting the 
aspen grove as a cohesive colony, as a brotherhood.  

I began painting in oils at the age of nine, I have always loved the buttery texture, smell and 

infinite possibilities of oil paints. On the technical side, I enjoy working in the "wet into wet" 

style that is called "alla prima." The name comes from Italian and means "at once," because a 

painting is often started and finished in one session. This is a direct and expressive style, and it 

gives me great freedom in blending colors and playing with edges. The colors I  mix represent 



what I observe in nature, and I pay special attention to complementary (opposite) colors. In a 

forest scene seemingly flooded with greens, reds will reveal themselves to the close observer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2015 Elected Board Members 
 

 

President:       Christine Drewyer   

Vice President/Membership   Heather Arenas   

2nd Vice President:    Sarah Kennedy      

Treasurer:      Ally Benbrook       

Corporate Secretary:    Darcie Copeland   

 

 

2015 Board Advisors 

 

Amy Evans 



mailto:dananash@comcast.net
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Christine Drewyer ~ 2015 WAOW President 

Presidents Message 

Dear Talented Ones, 

This is that very special time of year, when we sit by a fireplace sipping a cup 

of homemade hot cocoa, hum while we bake cookies and sugarplums to 

share with the ones we love and dream of a glorious time where we come 

together as families and enjoy each other’s company…. Wait, that may be 

what’s happening in June Cleaver’s life, but mine looks like a hot mess 

where I barely get the shopping finished with the money I am running out of, 

and am so not ready to sit by any fire, unless the beverage in that glass 

starts with martini! 

So maybe your life looks a little like mine at this moment too.  The visions 

that are dancing in my head are of a life that is calmer, certainly busy but 

productive, and full and exciting. It surely doesn’t look like this hamster that 



is running in a wheel. Whew. As I evaluate how to accomplish this as a 

person who makes her life about making art, I’m forced to look at how, no 

matter the planning, do I always seem to get to this crazy making place. 

The blessed people who seem to have the better handle on this seem to 

have learned how to work and play in equal measure as they seek to be the 

expression of their creativity. 

We’re all faced with a fast-paced, chaotic, unpredictable world. Everyone 

juggles multiple responsibilities, some more than others. It is so easy to 

become overwhelmed. What I’ve learned over the years is that there surely 

are times when I better manage my demanding circumstances. I actually do 

take time for myself, even if it’s for a few stolen Zen moments! I stay 

connected to my essence, that part inside me that directs me and 

recalibrates when I steer off course. 

Let’s unplug anything that rings, beeps, or lights up, at least for a period of 

time each day so that we don’t forget how to listen to our inner dialog which 

is supposed to occur naturally between the heart and the mind. Suddenly, 

you’ll remember why you do this, it’s to get back to nature, to the earth, 

gardening, biking, even sitting peacefully and watching a sunrise or sunset. 

Let’s move our bodies and release some of that tension and built up anxiety, 

I highly recommend dancing, forget the sit-ups for now. There are entirely 

too many sugarplums with your name on them for this holiday season! 

 When we take that break and remember to get away and explore new stuff, 

a foreign culture, a French cooking class, inviting that new neighbor to share 

a cup of tea. All of this feeds your soul and provides you with fresh 

perspectives and the business of living, not merely going through the 

motions.  Your families will notice a calmer more centered you, you may 

even be able to get in touch with your spiritual self.  From this more 

nourished you, comes the spark that is ready to lay down the chaos, retain 

calm in the worst of storms and yes and especially create your fantastic, 



inspired and magnificent art. 

I actually went to see a live performance of the Nutcracker with my dear 14 

year old granddaughter, we had each only ever seen it on TV. The difference 

was breathtaking and glorious. To see all of those exquisite young dancers 

and hear the music of Tchaikovsky with strains of waltzes which made us 

want to dance or ice-skate in the isles, talk about brilliant. Let’s not live our 

lives through a TV screen or a phone or even through the eyes of a harried 

person, running through life and missing all of the miracles. When we retreat 

for a spell, we remember who we are. That would be humans being, not 

doing. 

My wish for each of you this holiday season, is that you find peace, joy and 

love in the world again. You’ll find it playing with your kids and grandkids, the 

sweet and tender moments with a parent or grandparent. By leaving cookies 

in the mailbox for your mailman, by having a snowball fight instead of 

shoveling that perfect path! Walk your dogs, trim your trees and nourish your 

hearts, and when you’re finished really really enjoying your holiday, take all 

that love back to your studios and translate it into your extraordinary art 

which is the biggest gift that you can leave a world that is in desperate need 

of healing.  Merry Christmas and Happy Holiday, however you choose to 

celebrate it, I’m sending you all love 

  

There is plenty of business that needs to be addressed in this “newsletter”, I 

am overflowing with information to share with you. I’m sure that we are all 

still basking in a tremendously successful show experience in Tucson, AZ. 

Without Sarah Kennedy and Carol Amos, our Show Chair and her assistant, 

and their entire dream team committee, this would not have been the 

screaming success that it was. BRAVO!!  I will let the brilliant women who 

made that happen share some of the highlights of the event with you. A huge 

congratulations to the award winners and to all who participated, you are 



 

ALL winners in my book and are the reason Women Artists of the West is so 

fabulous! 

A very special congratulations to our newest Signature Members; Heather 

Arenas, Yvonne Bonacci, Shelly Hull, Jane Hunt, Lori Kiplinger, Sarah 

Kennedy, Phyllis Mantik,  Kim Middleton, Mejo Okon, and Michelle Usibelli. 

Your extraordinary art is without doubt, a shining beacon for the entire group 

and the public perception of women making a substantial contribution to 

contemporary art, Thank you. 

It will be my great pleasure to unveil the newest elected Master Signature 

Members in a special announcement coming soon. The board is currently 

evaluating their credentials and they are an impressive selection of 

dedicated artists who will make you all proud. 

I will now resist the urge to bombard you with all of that INFO which will undo 

every intention of my message to you all here, Peace, love and Joy to each 

and her family. 

  
 

Board News 
Victoria Castillo ~ Board Report for Sponsorships: 

We had 29 companies and 3 private individuals sponsor 

our 2015 National Exhibition, totaling over $10,000 in 

donated cash, gift certificates and merchandise 

awards.  When added to the cash awards given by 

WAOW, the total in cash and prizes for our show 

exceeded $14,000.  

   

* * * 

Heather Arenas, Membership ~  board has approved 

these candidates by majority vote for 2016 Signature 

 

 



Status with Women Artist's of the West. Congratulations 

to each of you! 

Shelley Hull 

Jane Hunt 

Kim Middleton 

Mejo Okon 

Phyllis Mantik deQuevedo 

Yvonne Bonacci 

Sarah Kennedy 

Lori Kiplinger Pandy 

Michele Usibelli 

Heather Arenas 

If anyone would like to learn more about becoming a 

signature member, visit WAOW.org for 

more information.  

Great work! 

Heather Arenas 

Membership Chair/VP WAOW 

artist@heatherarenas.com 

720-281-4632 

Heather Arenas ~ Changes in Membership Process! 

Beginning in 2016, applicants will be able to apply to 

WAOW quarterly rather than waiting a whole year to join 

Women Artist’s of the West! The jurying process will 

occur in April, July, and October for members wanting to 

join WAOW in 2016. This is great news because the 

women who got excited about our organization after our 

show in Tucson will now be able to apply without waiting 



until 2017! If you know someone who would be an asset 

to WAOW, encourage her to apply in the next quarter 

and we will kick off 2016 with a jump in membership! 

The application will be available on CallforEntry.org as 

of January 1st. 

  

Heather Arenas 

WAOW Membership Chair 

artist@heatherarenas.com 

720-281-4632 

* * * 

 

Sally Fuess ~ Lynn Thomas Memorial Scholarship 

Update 

Congratulations to Julie Gowing Hayes for being the 

recipient of the 2015 Lynn Thomas Memorial 

Scholarship.  We are delighted that she has chosen 

Kathy Anderson’s workshop at the Scottsdale Artists’ 

School in January.  

The Scholarship deadline for next year is October 30, 

2016. The award is $200.00 towards a workshop, class, 

seminar, webinar or other art-related activity involving 

any art form that complies with work juried into the 

WAOW membership and shows. 

  

  

  

  

 

 

http://callforentry.org/
mailto:artist@heatherarenas.com


  

 
Member News 

  

Helen Bailey ~ * Best of Show in Lakewood, CO for 

Looking Out for Me in September.  

* Second Place at the Draft Horse Classic in September. 

* Grass Valley, CA for A Mother's Care and Third Place 

for Tango on the Salt River. 

* First Place in the Pastel/Graphics Category in the 

Richardson Civic Art Society for Kiger Majesty. This 

show will hang in the Richardson Library (3rd floor) until 

November 14th. 

 
 

 

 

   

   

  

 A Mother's Care 



 
Tango on The Salt River 

* * * 

Victoria Castillo ~I have four paintings in Abend 

Gallery's 25th Annual Holiday Miniature Exhibition in 

Denver, CO. The show runs through Jan 16, 2016.  

WAOW 45th National Exhibition, Tucson Desert Art 

Museum my painting 

             The Orchidist won Best Of Show 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Judge Carol Swinney with Victoria Castillo 

Being the Sponsorship Chair for our National Exhibition 

was a lot of hard work but has also been very 

rewarding.  I got a chance to work alongside some 

amazing and talented women on the Show Committee. I 

thoroughly enjoyed meeting and socializing with my 

fellow WAOWers in Tucson.  My husband, Jasen Castillo 

and I had the honor of sponsoring a new, annual award, 

The Castillo Award of Excellence, which we presented to 

Michele Usibelli for her  painting "The 



Conversation."  While I won't be able to be Sponsorship 

Chair next year, I do plan to attend the 2016 National 

Exhibition. I look forward to seeing you there! 

 
The Conversation 

Artist: Michele Usibelli 

 

* * * 
Debbie Hughbanks ~ It has been an exciting and busy 

summer for me with the publication of a children’s book I 

illustrated last year and the much anticipated release of 

“The Contemporary Art of Nature MAMMALS” through 

Barnes & Noble and Amazon. This book is a wonderful 

collection of over 500 pieces of art with animals as the 

subject, representing over 100 U.S. and international 

artists personally invited by the author E. Ashley Rooney. 

I am extremely honored to have been invited to be part of 

this exciting book . . . an artistic tribute to a subject I am 

so passionate about . . . animals! In addition, I am 



extremely honored to have received a Juror’s Award at 

the Northwest Pastel Society’s International Open Exhibit 

in Tacoma, WA and a Third Place Award at the Rawhide 

and Spurs Show at Mountain Trails Fine Art in Santa Fe, 

NM. Both were pastel pieces of animals. 

  

  

 
Debbie Hughbanks 

 

 
Sleeping on The Job 

1st Place 2-D 

45th National Exhibition Tucson Art Museum  

* * * 



Virginia Unsel ~ My latest events, Glimpse of Lily 
Lake won 2nd Place in the Pastel Society of 

Colorado 2015 members' show. 

Morning in Estes Park won 3rd place in the Colorado 

Plein Air Exhibit in December 2015 at Vida Ellison 

Gallery in Denver Public Library. 

Warm Flowers on a Cool Day won 3rd Place in the 

Plein Air Rockies Quickdraw in Estes Park. 

I was invited to exhibit 4 pastel paintings in the Colorado 

State Capitol in December and January along with other 

2014 Colorado Plein Air award winners. 

  

 



                       Glimpse of Lily Lake

                        

        Morning in Estes Park 

* * * 
Cecy Turner's oil painting, "Innocent Refuge," was 

accepted into the Oil Painters of 

America Western Regional Exhibition in August at Wild 

Horse Gallery in Steamboat 

Springs, Colorado. The painting sold on opening day, 

which always makes an artist 

happy, and Wild Horse Gallery also invited Cecy to join 

the gallery! 

This summer, Cecy participated in Plein Air Rockies in 

Estes Park, Colorado, and The 

Western Masters Show in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. Current 

shows include WAOW, 

American Women Artists at Bonner David Galleries, 

Scottsdale, Arizona, November 12- 

30, and The Mountain Oyster Club Forty-Sixth Annual 

Contemporary Western Art Show 

in Tucson, Arizona, opening November 22nd. In March, 

2016, she will have a solo show 



at Sunset Art Gallery in Amarillo, Texas, and she will 

participate in the Panhandle-Plains 

Invitational at the Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum in 

Canyon, Texas, from March 5- 

27th. 

      Innocent 

Refuge 

* * * 

Ginger Whellock ~ "I was very pleased to be juried into 

Oil Painters of America Western Region show in 

Steamboat Springs at the Wild Horse Gallery in August 

with my painting “Snowy Day”.  What a surprise to have 

been accepted in both the National Oil Painters of 

America Show and the Western Region Show all in one 

year.  Quite an honor! 

  

I find it fascinating that my painting “Lazy Afternoon” took 

third place in the WAOW Rivers, Tides and Pools Online 

Show this fall while the study for this painting, "Over and 

Under”, earned the Art of the West Award of Excellence 

in the WAOW National Show.  Thanks for the vote of 



confidence for paintings from one of my favorite places to 

paint water! 

  

Happy New Year to all the members of Women Artists of 

the West.  You are a wonderful supportive group of 

creative, powerful women with whom I share my love of 

art." 

  

 Over and Under 

 



Snowy Day 

* * * 

Christine Drewyer ~ This November I had the pleasure 

of receiving a feature article called “Inside the Artist’s 

Studios” written by Kathi Ferguson / What’s Up 

Annapolis, A copy of the article may be seen on my 

website www.christinedrewyer.com under articles.  Four 

local artists were interviewed and a professional 

photographer came into my studio and took about 300 

pictures with exquisite lighting and cameras the likes of 

which I’ve never seen and a wonderful understanding of 

what it took to get great shots!  If that wasn’t exciting 

enough, when I went to pick up my copy, I found out that 

I was on the cover of the magazine.  It was surreal to say 

the least to go into Barnes & Noble and find myself next 

to Oprah & John Lennon! 

 I just received an invitation by Allan Duerr and Tom 

Tierney with Art of The West Magazine, to be a featured 

artist in the upcoming March/ April Landscape edition for 

2016. So excited and honored to be selected. I can’t wait 

to share it with you when it comes out. 

I recently achieved my Signature status with American 

http://www.christinedrewyer.com/


Women Artists and National Oil and Acrylic Painters. 

 
* * * 

Linda Wells ~ I have recently completed two more 

commissioned pet portraits. The German Shepherd is 

12x9", oil on linen canvas board. 

The other portrait, of Bailey, is 8x10".  

Also, I have a new business page on Facebook, it is 

Linda Wells Pet Portraits. 

My other website for the portraits is Linda Wells Pet 

Portraits 

http://www.lindawellspetportraits.com./
http://www.lindawellspetportraits.com./


  

  

Bailey 

* * *  

Carolyn Mock ~ My one-woman show at Price Tower 

Gallery (Price Tower in Bartlesville, Ok was designed by 

Frank Lloyd Wright) will come down on the 15th of 

December. The show went up the beginning of 

October.  I feel it has been a really successful 

show.  Also in a new gallery in Pawhuska, OK called 

Tallgrass Art Gallery. 



  

Merry Christmas. 

Carolyn Mock 

* * * 

  

Rainbow Row 

Jerry's Artarama Award of Excellence 

Tina Bohlman 

* * * 

  

Diane Edwards ~ Very happy to say that one of my 

pastel paintings was selected to hang in Senator Michael 

Bennet's office in the Senate in Washington D.C.  It is a 

painting called "The End of Winter", 24 x 30. 

Also, I received the Juror's Pick at the This is Colorado 

Show in Littleton, CO.  The painting is 

The Water Flows South, a 16 x 26 pastel. 



  

The End of Winter 

 
The Water Flows South 

* * *  

Mary Lou Pape ~ Reception of a two person exhibit that 

I am apart of at the Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame in Colorado 

Springs, CO. The exhibit will run from October 1, 2015 to 

March, 31, 2016. 

My painting "Bronco Buddies". It won Second Place and 

People's Choice awards at the 2015 Art For Horses 

show. A national show for the benefit of the Horse 

Protection League, it was held in Lakewood, CO Aug. 

through Sept., 2015 



Bronco 

Buddies 

* * * 

 
Kathryn McMahon 

Allan Award for Plein Air Painting  

Janel Maher ~ Galileo 



 
Janel Maher ~ President Award Christine Drewyer 

 
Galileo 

* * * 



Show Time ~ Crowd shots at the opening reception. 

 
 

 
 Carol Swinney giving her Demo 

 
Heather Arenas' demo. 



 
Amy, Barbara, and Christine 

 
Sarah and Carol 

 
Leslie and Dave 



 
 

* * * 

Another MailChimp will deliver soon with more Member 

News, Board News, and Show Time Photos. So, if your 

work did not appear in this issue, it will be in the next 

issue. If you'd like to send in more Blurbs and Images 

AOK! 

barbaraparish@verizon.net 

 

 

2015 Board Members  
2015 WAOW Elected Board Members 

 President   Christine Drewyer  cdrewyer@aol.com or 410-271-2407 
VP Membership   Heather Arenas   artist@heatherarenas.com or 720-
281-4632 
2nd VP Show Chair: SarahKennedy  sarah@kennedydesertart.com 
Corporate Secretary: Darcie Copeland        
DarcieArt@earthlink.net 
Treasurer:      Ally Benbrook            ally@allybenbrook.com 

 2015 Board Advisors 
 Advisor to the Board            Amy Evans     amyeart@gmail.com 
Advisor to the Board            Kim Shaklee   kim@kimshaklee.com 
Advisor to the board            Mary Ann 
Cherry      cherryart@cableone.net 
Advisor to the Board            Joan Wright   JWARTIST1@aol.com 

 2014 Appointed Positions 



 Recording Secretary:            Julie Hayes   juliedhayes@yahoo.com  479-
366-9724 
Show chair: 2015 Sarah Kennedy  sarah@kennedydesertart.com 
or 520-579-5584; cell 651-335-4811 
Assistant Co-Chair:    Carol Amos     camos@ferrisgroup.com 
Bookkeeper: Gail Winiarz 
dues can be paid by PayPal on the member's page or by snail mail. 
Checks must be written to WAOW.                 
Gail Winiarz 
14798 Wild Mustang Place 
Jamul, CA 91935 
PH# 619-669-4948  
gail.cpa@cox.net 
Membership Chair: Heather Arenas 
(including signature applications)  artist@heatherarenas.com  720-281-
4632 
Advertising Director:  Tina Bohlman          972-741-
6154  tina@tinabohlman.com 
CO-Publicity Chairs:              
Nancy Rynes 
Karen McLain 
Nancy_Rynes@Live.comkarenmclain@centurylink.net 
Assistant PR Director:       Dana Nash     
dananash@comcast.net 
Show sponsorship chair: Victoria Castillo 
If you would like to donate an award to our show, this is your contact 
infovictoriaroach@yahoo.com  (832) 246-8600   (240) 461-7799 
Communications Secretary: Janice Muir    muir-arts@cybermesa.com 
Historian:       Joan Wright   JWARTIST1@aol.com 
Web Mistress:  Nori Thorne norithorne@msn.com 
submission form is on the member's only page of the site. The site is 
for members only and the form must accompany your correctly resized 
images.                      
Newsletter Editor: Barbara Parish  barbaraparish@verizon.net 
CaFe' Team Head:                 Mejo Okon      mejokon@hotmail.com 
Scholarship Fund Chairman:    Sally Fuess     sal@sfuess.com 
Assistant Scholarship Chair:     Lyn Phariss    pharisslyn@gmail.com 
Yahoo Site Director: (group email)    Elin 
Pendleton           elinart@mac.com 
                      
  
  
  
  
  
  

mailto:juliedhayes@yahoo.com
mailto:artist@heatherarenas.com
mailto:infovictoriaroach@yahoo.com
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   Christine Drewyer 
 

Harvest Time 

Dear Talented Ones,  

So here we are in fall already, the smell in the air is already different and I am starting to see the leaves begin their 

pilgrimage to the ground…. I thought I would ask you all to take a moment and evaluate where you find yourself at this 

juncture. Most of the National competitions have been decided, your shows and exhibitions have all been planned and 

the idea of an El Niño Winter is knocking on the door of your minds reminding you of the approach of the season where 

we usually hole up, reevaluate and begin the plans anew for next year. 

But this is a special time, our shows is coming up, the paintings have been done, the expectation of reuniting with old 

friends and meeting new ones whom you’ve only met on Facebook is beckoning. The possibility of prizes or recognition 

and acceptance are all still pending…Our studios are filled with paintings waiting to be shipped out to juried shows, new 

or existing galleries and expectations run high. 

One of the most frequently asked questions that I get from non-artists is, how can you part with them? Won’t you miss 

them when they sell? The answer for me is probably very similar to what you all as creative individuals experience and 

that is that the selling and parting with element is much like the creating part of it. We connect to that Zen place in our 

minds and bring them through, It is a miraculous dance that the conscious mind does with the unconscious self where the 

two meld and voila, there is this incredible tangible thing that flowed from your heart & mind resulting in an individual 

magnificent piece of art which only you could bring through. 



So like the surrender which you allow to happen when you get out of your disciplined mind to create the art, the release 

of the art is also the reciprocal surrender to allow the piece to flow back into the universe bringing with it joy, beauty, love 

and value much like the flow of water from stream to ocean to evaporation to rain again on the Earth in a never ending 

eternal flow. . . 

This is the time of year when we release our treasures and prepare our studios for the next batch of illumination and 

inspiration which will produce the next crop of creative gifts. I invite you all now to envision your artwork as the fruits of 

your labors and the essence of your own personal divinity which is expressed for the purpose of leaving beauty behind in 

a world which desperately needs it now. Let us celebrate the bringing in of the harvest together as we acknowledge, 

praise, embrace, uplift and support each other for the beautiful, bountiful gifts we spent this year creating.  

I can’t wait to see what you’ve done in person.  

To say that the show team has done a great job is such an understatement. Sarah Kennedy & Carol Amos as your chair & 

co chair have worked tirelessly on your behalf. I recommend that you look again at all of the names listed in your new 

show catalog and re read the names of your team and just know that each one had to take time out of her crazy busy 

schedule to help plan and organizes this show experience for you.  

I am giddy proud of all of you who stepped up to advertise the group in the many magazines which will sponsor our 

organization. Nori has done a super job of designing them and we are gonna look SO GOOD! Be proud ladies, the show is 

going to make quite the splash.  

On a closing note, I invite you to please send me (cdrewyer@aol.com) your recommendations of artists whom you believe 

should be considered for Emeritus & Master status. We, the board will consider carefully all of their credentials and 

qualifications for these prestigious positions. The criteria are listed in our bylaws found on the members’ only page if you 

would like to refresh yourself on the qualifications to achieve these levels. 

Artists who have met their qualifications for Signature status, please send your information to Heather Arenas. All of that 

info is listed very clearly on the members’ only page under Signature Status requirements. Qualified artists must apply by 

the end of September. 

Thank you for your time ladies, I really look forward to meeting as many of you as I can when we celebrate at our show in 

Tucson at the beautiful Tucson Desert Museum! 

Christine 
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                                            Member News 

 

Helen Bailey                              

                                                         

I won Best of Show at the 2015 Edyth Horton Art for Horses Show  

in Lakewood, CO for my colored pencil drawing, ‘Looking Out For Me’.   

The show will hang until September 22nd.  

                                                                  

                                    

 

Christine Drewyer 

This fall season will be a busy one for me filled with travel and art events; 

 My painting “Profusion” a 24 x 30 oil on Belgian linen has been accepted into the 25th Silver Anniversary “Best in 

America Show” with National Oil & Acrylic Painters Society. The show will be sponsored by the Dunnegan Gallery of 

Art in Bolivar, MO ~ 417-326-9255 the exhibition will be; October 2- December 12, 2015.  

I am thrilled to announce that I have received my Signature Status with NOAPS this year as a result of my acceptance into 

this exhibition.  

I have two paintings in our excellent WAOW exhibition “Solitude” a 20 x 20 Oil on Belgian Linen and “Halcyon Days of 

Summer” a 20 x 16 oil on Belgian Linen. I can’t wait to see you all at the show.  

                                                                                                                        

  

 

 

 

 

  

                                

 

                                           ‘Profusion’                                                         ‘Beyond the Mist’ 

I had a One-Woman Show (all 

colored pencil art) in July, 

2015 at The Martin Place in 

McKinney, TX 

 

 

  (all colored pencil art) in 

July, 2015 

 

 



My painting, “Beyond the Mist” 20x20 Oil on Belgian Linen has been accepted into the American Women Artists show 

hosted by Bonner David galleries in Scottsdale, AZ The event will run from November 3-28, 2015 

This exhibition has qualified me for Signature Status with American Women Artists’, another fine art organization which 

supports women in the arts.  

A local magazine called “What’s Up in Annapolis” has offered me a feature editorial about local artists’ and their studios. 

This artist feature is only offered once per year and I am so pleased to have been selected for this honor. The interview & 

photoshoot have already happened so I am looking forward to the article which will come out in November.                                                                                     

                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brenda Bruckner ~ My 16 x 20” colored pencil artwork was featured in 

the August issue of Colored Pencil Magazine as a drawing tutorial of a piece 

entitled ‘The Littlest Cowboy’ as part of the honoring the west theme of this 

month’s magazine. The article showcases the steps, colors, individual pencils 

and technic involved in creating the drawing of a little cowboy and his horses. 

 

 

 



 

Teri Gortmaker ~ I have been juried into the American Impressionists Exhibition, 2015, as well as the Pastel 

Society of America, in New York City 

 

Gloria Chadwick: ~I was the featured artist in last month’s ‘Art Cocoon’ website article  

                  

                                                                                       ‘Dehesa Kumeyaay Campsite Recreation’ 

 I am happy to say my Kumeyaay campsite painting has been accepted into the ‘Celebrating the Art in Archaeology’  

show October 2nd in San Diego. Wonderful honor 

                                            

. 

Helen F. Howerton, WAOW Signature Member, has three large format paintings juried into the 8th Annual 

National Paint the Parks exhibition/competition. 

The Coutts Art Museum, 110 N. Main St., El Dorado, KS will host the exhibition opening Nov. 3rd, 2015 thru Jan. 20th, 

2016. http://www.couttsmuseum.org 

She also received two honorable mentions in the mini-format painting competition. 

Helen was the featured guest artist for the Akdar Shrine "Wine Feztival" held on Oct. 17th, 2015 in Tulsa, OK.  She 

created an original painting during the fundraising event.  The Akdar Shrine has chapters across the U.S. and provides free 

children's medical care, surgery and transportation to one of the 22 Akdar Shrine Hospitals. 

Helen was also honored to have two original painting juried into the WAOW Tucson Desert Art Museum show Nov. 3rd-

Nov 28th, 2015.   

http://www.couttsmuseum.org/


 

8th Annual Paint the Parks: "Yellowstone Monarch" 16" x 20" 

Acrylic/Canvas by Helen F. Howerton 

  

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Elected Board Members 

President - Christine DrewyerVice President/Membership – Heather Arenas 

Second VP/Show Chair – Sarah Kennedy 

Corporate Secretary – Darcie Copeland 

Treasurer – Ally Benbrook 

2015 Board Advisors 

Advisors - Amy Evans, Kim Shaklee, Mary Ann Cherry, Joan Wright 

2015 Appointed Positions 

Recording Secretary – Julie Hayes 

Bookkeeper - Gail Winiarz 

Membership – Heather Arenas 

Advertising Director - Tina Bohlan 

Show Chair – Sarah Kennedy 

Assistant Co-Chair – Carol Amos 

Show Sponsorship Chair ~ Victoria Castillo 

Communications Secretary - Janice Muir 

Historian - Joan Wright 

Web Mistress – Nori Thorne 

Newsletter Editor - Barbara Parish 

Cafe Administrator - Judy Burch 

Café’ Team Head – Mejo Okon 

Publicity - Dana Nash 

Publicity Co Chair – Nancy Rynes, Karen McLain 

Scholarship – Sally Fuess 



Assistant Scholarship – Lyn Phariss 

Yahoo Site - Elin Pendleton 
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