
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Christine Drewyer 
 

President’s message 
 

Dear Talented Ones,  

Here is wishing a Happy Spring to you all. I know 

that some places on the planet just can’t seem to get 

the message that the Equinox has indeed arrived and 

has been courting new life. Even with a chill in the 

air and the challenging arrival of taxes owed 

or happily due for some fortunate souls, this 

is the time of reawakening!  As a small gift, here is a 

favorite spring poem for you. This one always brings 

joy and helps us to harken back to those childhood 

memories that sustain each of us through the dreary 

months of winter.   THE DAFFODILS by William 

Wordsworth 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 

A host, of golden daffodils; 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 
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Continuous as the stars that shine 

And twinkle on the Milky Way, 

They stretched in never-ending line 

Along the margin of a bay: 

Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 

 

The waves beside them danced; but they 

Out-did the sparkling waves in glee: 

A poet could not but be gay, 

In such a jocund company: 

I gazed—and gazed—but little thought 

What wealth the show to me had brought: 

 

For oft, when on my couch I lie 

In vacant or in pensive mood, 

They flash upon that inward eye 

Which is the bliss of solitude; 

And then my heart with pleasure fills, 

And dances with the daffodils. 

 

We as artists are fortunate because we allow something that many take for granted, it is 

as critical for us as breathing. We allow, Inspiration to overtake us… Yes, we can all be 

inspired, but for the artist, it is necessary and hopefully as natural as breathing.  

Inspiration (to in- spire, or to breathe in) is the ability to let your surroundings influence 

you in a positive and meaningful way. Often this occurs with such magnitude that our 

very creativity exudes out of us just like that following action of expiration. The two go 

hand in hand and artists are masters of allowing this dance of give & take, being inspired 

and translating those indelible images or thoughts into an outpouring of creativity.   

As the inspirations “Flash upon that inward eye”, we recall, we digest, we relive and 

bring forth and contribute to our world all that beauty which became that indelible spark 

to begin with. 

My wish for each of you is to let the season of regeneration and growth fill you to 

overflowing with infinite possibilities for your own unique artistic creations.  

Please do welcome into our group some roughly 40 new members who have been juried 

into our ranks in the first quarter. Special thanks, to the members who took time from 

their busy routines to consider the new entrants images & questions & resumes. This was 

the first time that we had our quarterly jurying and we believe that it was a good change. 

I believe that we have some strong new members and I know that you will make them 

welcome and embrace them into our WOAW sisterhood. 



The plans for our 46th Annual Exhibition are in full swing with a very dedicated 

group of officers and committee members.  

If you are interested in assisting in any way and are not on the team, please contact our 

Show Chair, Julie Gowning Hayes. Her contact info is on our site under - contact us. 

New information regarding the show details will be posted on out members only page. 

This is also where you will find hotel info, prospectus, demos, etc. so be watching for all 

of that. We have an extraordinary show team and dedicated board this year and I 

anticipate another fabulous show! 

Congratulations to our sculptors for their beautiful online exhibition of their lovely work. 

The winners are celebrated on our home page and there is a link to the show still up for 

your enjoyment. 

A special thank you to our Master Signature Members for their participation in our four 

pages spread in Art of the West magazine. This edition will go to the Prix de West, OPA 

and others. The magazine gave us extraordinary placement, as always! In the upcoming 

months we will be sharing an individual interview with each of them so that you might 

get to know them better. Their dedication and expertise is worthy of our respect and 

appreciation.  

As we go to our studios and create, please don’t forget how special your gifts are, how 

needed and important and beautiful your artistic offerings are to the world, you are what 

“make the difference” Happy creating  ~ Christine 
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Member News 

 

 

 
 

 

Deborah Flood ~ I have been building a new Studio-Gallery-Shop, as an addition onto 

the side of my home, this past Spring and Summer. 

One image (attached) shows the outside front entrance. The staging, that is there in the 

photo, is now gone. 

The other photo shows an interior shot.  

We are waiting on the electrician to wire the inside and outside. They are scheduled to 

come this week, as I write this. 

Once the wiring is done, we will get insulation put in, and then the interior walls will go 

on! 

Most of the equipment that is seen in the interior photo had belonged to my late 

grandmother. 

She had many different equipment pieces, including a Kiln and Potters Wheel.  

It is our hope, to have the room finished enough in the coming year, to have a 3 day Open 

Studio Event in the Summer or Fall of 2016. 

This New space will provide a show room for patrons to view and purchase my art, as 

well as a working space for me to create the art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Helen F. Howerton, WAOW Signature 

member, was thrilled to sell her painting 

"Humming Color" at the 45th Annual WAOW 

exhibition at the Tucson Desert Art Museum! 
Thank you to everyone involved in making the 

show a success! 

 

Helen also received a commission in response 

to her art image in the WAOW Southwest Art 

Magazine in the Nov. issue.   
"Scissor-tail Flycatcher & Indian Blankets" (Ok. State Bird and 

State Wildflower) was created for the OK. State Senate Art 

Collection and is now permanently on display at the OK. State 

Capitol in Oklahoma City. 

 

She will be the juror and speaker at the Stillwater Art Guild Juried 

Exhibition in Oklahoma on March 5th, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeanne Hyland ~  Waiting Series, #1 was accepted to the Fallbrook 7th Annual 

Signature American Watermedia Exhibition at the Fallbrook Art Center. The show 

runs concurrently with the "Travel Exhibition" from the 95th Annual 

International National Watercolor Society (NWS) Exhibition. Online 

catalog at: http://fallbrookartcenter.org/exhibit…/world-watercolor-2016 (click on: 

‘Online 

 Gallery’). Show runs: February 7—

March 20. Opening Reception Sat.Feb 

6, 20 16; 5-7PM at Fallbrook Art 

Center, Fallbrook, CA. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Her paintings, The WAVE and Poinsettia Blast were 

shown in the New Mexico Watercolor Society 2105 Fall 

Show, October 5–25, 2015 at the EXPO-NM Fine Arts 

Building, Albuquerque, NM. Poinsettia Blast was 

honored with the People’s Choice Award at the closing of 

the show. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/National-Watercolor-Society-103749586355056/
http://fallbrookartcenter.org/exhibit


Maren Phillips ~ I just found out I won an Honorable Mention in the Oil Painters of 

America, OPA Online Showcase for Fall. 

This is a larger studio painting of the small study that sold last year 2014 in San Diego. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Coleman ~ I was accepted into the American Academy of Equine Art’s Invitational 

Exhibition at Spindletop Hall in Lexington, KY.  The show, “The Horse in Fine Art – 

2016” runs from March 25 – June 23rd 

2016.   The painting titled “Springtime” is 

a 12 x 16 oil on gessoed board.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Petrovich ~ Besides  the Borrego Plein Air I 

have been asked to join the Round Top Gallery in 

Round Top. Tx. and I made the short list for the 2016 

Cowgirl Up! , butsadly didn't get into the show. I just 

recently was juried into the Art of The American 

Cowboy show in Vegas last Dec 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Suanne Morris ~ I am pleased to announce that I have 3 paintings juried into the 

Outdoor Painters Society Southwest Salon 2016, Southwest Gallery, Dallas, TX, April9- 

May 14. 



I have 3 paintings juried into the Laguna 

Plein Air Painters Association's "Less is 

More" exhibit, Forest& Ocean Gallery, 

Laguna Beach, CA, March 7- April 3. 

I have been juried into the following paint 

outs: 

Mountain Maryland 

Finger Lakes Plein Air 

Los Gatos Plein Air Festival 

Telluride Plein Air Festival 

It will be a busy year!!!!!!!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And these were juried into the LPAPA Less is More Show....At the Pass also sold!!!!!!! 

Yeah!!!!!!!!  

 
 

 

Christine Drewyer ~ This spring has 

brought on a flurry of exhibitions 

painting and excitement for me.  

My painting “Love Me Tender” a 

9x12 Oil on linen painting of roses 

has been accepted into the “Language 

of Objects “a Still Life Invitational at 

Principle Gallery.   

http://www.principlegallery  

.com/alexandria/artists-

page?field_artist_target_id=1464&nid=1464 

208 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314   703-730-0528 

 

 

 

http://www.principlegallery.com/alexandria/artists-page?field_artist_target_id=1464&nid=1464
http://www.principlegallery.com/alexandria/artists-page?field_artist_target_id=1464&nid=1464
http://www.principlegallery.com/alexandria/artists-page?field_artist_target_id=1464&nid=1464


 

The painting “Edge of Eternity” a 20x30 oil on linen of a pond in West Minster, 

Maryland at dusk, was done in memory of my late father who lived in this beautiful area 

and adored the land surrounding his home.  

 

 

This painting has been accepted into the 

Salmagundi Club 2016 Annual Juried 

Members Exhibition. The show will open 

on April 25 –May 19  

47 Fifth Ave. New York, NY 10003 / 212- 

255-7740 www.salmagundi.org  

 

  

 

 

 
 
Suzanne Auld ~ My painting “Moss Creek Marina”, was selected to grace a billboard in 

Beaufort County, SC, as part of the Art Pop Beaufort public arts initiative. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandra Izatt ~ I was pleased to placed third in Wyoming's 2016 Game and Fish 

Conservation Stamp Competition. The 

theme was "The Swift Fox." and the title 

of my piece was " Homeward Bound." 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.salmagundi.org/


 

Patricia Rose Ford (Pat) ~ On February 28th to March 5 - 2016, I was honored to be 

one of the 15 artists to be invited to participate in the Borrego Springs Plein Air 

Invitational.  I had never been to Anza Borrego State Park here in Southern California, 

thus it was truly a new experience for me.  I was blessed with a wonderful host to stay 

with, and brand new landscapes to  paint.  The Borrego Art Institute did a wonderful job 

of hosting and displaying the art. Each day we would bring in the paintings from that day, 

and they would hang them on our wall in their beautiful gallery.  So in five days of 

painting, I completed 12 plein air painting.  So much fun...  

  

My next plein air adventure will 

be painting in the Santa Fe Plein 

Air Festival, June 3 to 10, 2016 

and I feel honored to be juried 

into the event.  Then after the 

paint out, I will have a featured 

show in at the Purple Sage 

Gallery, in Old Town, 

Albuquerque.  The reception for 

this show is June 11, 5 - 8 pm. 

PurpleSageGallery.Biz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie Gowing Hayes’ painting, “Copping an 

Attitude” 12” x 9” oil was juried into the 

Missouri Valley Impressionist Society 5th Annual 

Juried Art Show on exhibit 4/8/16 – 6/5/16 at the 

Albrect-Kemper Art Museum in St. Joseph, MO. 

                                    
 
 
Julie also recently attended “Kim & Co XX:  20 

years of Salem College Art Alumni” show  in 

Winston-Salem, NC where she has three large 

paintings on exhibit through the month of April  

including the one shown, “Morning Glory”  36” x 

36” oil on gallery-wrapped canvas.   

 
 

http://www.borregoartinstitute.org/


Along with serving as WAOW 2016 Show Chair, Julie Gowing Hayes has also accepted 

the position of Executive Coordinator for the Heart 

of America Artists Association which was formed 

by Todd Williams and John Lasater IV.  They will 

be working to transform HOAAA into a 501c3 

entity.  Their main project over the last 3 years has 

been the Illinois River Watershed Salon, a very 

successful juried competition which strives to not 

only show the beauty it provides to NW Arkansas 

and NE Oklahoma, but also educate the public 

about the ecological benefits of caring and 

preserving the watershed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ann Ranlett's ~ scratchboard drawing 

"Boston Style" has been licensed to 

Suzuki Motors for use as one of a series 

of decal options for Suzuki Alto cars in 

Japan. Find out more at bit.ly/arboston 

(images attached: 

RanlettBostonStyle.jpg & 

RanlettAltoDetail.jpg) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ann Ranlett's scratchboard drawing "Tell Me More 

About 'Sheep' " is in NorthLight Books' "Strokes of 

Genius 7" compilation book that was released in 

November 2015. WAOW President Christine Drewyer 

is the proud owner of the original drawing. 

(image attached: RanlettStrokes7.jpg) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Ann Ranlett's scratchboard drawing, "Chrome in 

Flight", is one of 70 works selected for the 

International Society of Scratchboard Artists' 5th 

Annual International Exhibition of Scratchboard Art. 

This year's Exhibition runs through May 29th at the 

Ironwood Gallery at the Arizona-Sonora Desert 

Museum. Find out more about the ISSA 

at ScratchboardSociety.com  

(image attached: RanlettChrome.jpg)  

 

 

Anne Peyton’s acrylic painting “Gulf Coast Gold” won the JAVMA Award at the LSU 

“Animals in Art” International Exhibition. The painting 

will appear on the June cover of the organization’s 

monthly journal, the Journal of the American Veterinary 

Medical Association.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Duststorm” and “Casa Grande Cooper’s” by Anne 

Peyton will appear in “Animalia,” the Society of Animal 

Artists' Rocky Mountain Region’s exhibition at 

Colorado’s Loveland Museum opening in June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scratchboardsociety.com/


North Light Books selected Anne Peyton’s “Picking 

Flowers” to appear in its new book, AcrylicWorks 3. The 

book is designed to showcase and explain the artist’s 

depiction of textures using the acrylic medium. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Bringham ~  I'm delighted to participate in 

Cuba Today, From Studies to Studio, opening May 

1st at the McBride Gallery in Annapolis, Md, with 

16 other artists on the 

trip.  http://www.mcbridegallery.com/ 

 

(I also had the pleasure of meeting and painting 

with two other WAOW members, Carol Amos and 

Jeanne Reavis.  It really is a small world!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Bailey ~ I won an award for Best Graphic for Friesian Study in March, 2016 from 

the 52nd Annual Juried Collin County Art Show 

in McKinney, TX. 

  

I was also accepted for final judging into The 

Hunting Art Prize in Houston, TX, for Kiger 

Majesty.  This competition is only for Texas 

artists and there were 121 artists selected out of 

800 entries.  The awards ceremony is April 

30th.  There is only one prize of $50,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mcbridegallery.com/


Helen Bailey ~ I just found out tonight that my artwork titled The New Arrival Is Here 

was accepted into Ann Kullberg’s book “CP 

Treasures IV” which will be published 

soon.  I have also been in CP Treasures I, II 

and III. 

  

The CP refers to Colored Pencil which is the 

medium in which I work. 

 

Helen Bailey 

WAOW - Associate Member 

 

 

 

Jeanne Hyland’s painting “Three in Search of a Tomatah” has been juried in to the 

41st Annual Western Federation of 

Watercolor Societies Exhibition. Show 

runs June 9—August 28, 2016. Arvada 

Center for the Arts, Arvada, CO. Opening 

reception; Thursday, June 9th, 5PM. 

 

Three in Search of a Tomatah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenifer Cline ~ will be the Featured Artist at the Art Center of Estes Park, Estes Park 

Colorado from May 13 – June 19th with her Show 

” In Search of Charles Partridge Adams’ 

Colorado”. Jenifer created plein air works and 

studio pieces based on some of the locations 

Adams painted in the early 1900s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Above Bear Lake 24” x 24” 

 



 

 

2016 Lynn Thomas Scholarship 
 

 

Julie Gowing Hayes I am so honored to have been selected to receive the Lynn Thomas 

Scholarship for 2016.  This is one of the wonderful benefits of being a WAOW 

member.  As a result, I attended the 4-day Kathy Anderson workshop on painting florals 

in the studio at the Scottsdale Artist School in January.   I have long admired Kathy’s 

paintings with beautiful brushstrokes of rich color.  It was a wonderful workshop with so 

much information that I am still unpacking it in my mind and at the easel!  Each day 

began with a demo then the students would work on their own paintings - we had an 

abundance of fresh flowers to choose from and worked in pairs to share a still life set up. 

I learned a lot about setting up still lifes to keep the composition interesting, working 

with some new colors and new mixes for beautiful rich color along with Kathy's method 

of starting with a background wash, then "drawing' with a paper towel dipped in Gamsol 

to bring back the lightest-value areas.  I've attached images of my paintings done during 

the workshop in various stages of completion.   

 It was my first time at Scottsdale Artist School and the learning environment is 

wonderful.  I made new friends and got to view what was happening in the other 

classrooms on breaks.  Wonderful bonuses during that week were the demos sponsored 

by the school, but held in the auditorium of the Scottsdale Museum of Western Art, just 

across the street - Kathy Anderson and Daniel Keys did simultaneous floral demos one 

night.  Scott Burdick did a solo portrait demo, and another evening Scott's wife, Susan 

Lyon teamed up with her friend Michele Dunnaway to paint portraits of the sculptor, 

John Coleman.  It was really a jam-packed week!!  After the workshop ended I toured the 

Cowboy Artists of America 50th Anniversary Show at the Museum and then spent a day 

sight-seeing along the South Rim of the Grand Canyon - my first time there - and another 

day driving and hiking around Sedona.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



A huge thank you to the Scholarship Committee for selecting me for this opportunity!! 

Julie Gowing Hayes 

  

    
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Romona swift-thiessen ~ I am a pretty silent member of WAOW in Canada, but have 

always enjoyed being a part of the group and hope to one day get to meet and show with 

the ladies involved who have only been names to me at this point. 

I thought I'd share what I have been up to briefly.  5 years ago, due to a divorce after a 25 

year marriage, I left the province I'd lived in for 15 years.  It didn't go that well for my art 

career when I first moved to Saskatchewan. I became a server in my brother's restaurant, 

but i plastered the walls there with my art work and considered it my 

gallery.  Occasionally something would sell but it was slow going. Recently I literally sat 

at the driveway to a factory that makes cabbage rolls by the thousands, and Perogies, and 

had resumes on the passenger seat beside me.  The commissions and few shows I got to 

weren't cutting it.  But something inside of me just could not give up on being an artist 

and the dream of making a living as an artist again. 

 I was asked by someone if I would volunteer to help them put on a fund raiser for 

Freedom Climb (an organization that rescues and helps rehabilitate women who have 

been caught up in human trafficking).  

This person had heard of something called Paint Nite, and 

thought since I was an artist, and people knew that around 

here, that I could teach a group of 50 and they could sell 

tickets for this event...it would be patterned after paint 

Nite, with the exception of it not having to be a licensed 

venue.  I have always always said no to teaching.  But 

that day..."Yes" flew out of my mouth.   As I began to 

investigate Paint Nite to find out 'how' I would teach 50 

people. Up to this point i hadn't ever even taught 1 

person! I ended up getting a job with the new licensee for 

Paint Nite who had just bought the rights to the Saskatoon 

area.  I was her first hire!  This job trained me and has me 

teaching 40-50 people per event.  I had about 15 of these 

events under my belt before the fundraiser rolled around, 

and it's now a full time job for me!  It seemed once the 

motion was started, more and more requests for different things have 



come.  Commissions, requests to teach smaller classes that teens could also come to, 

planning for solo shows, and a gallery exhibit booked for Jan. 2017 (I'd forgotten i'd even 

applied for this it was so long in hearing back!)  I even get  royalties for my own originals 

that other artists use for their Paint Nite events around the globe! (Many streams make 

mighty river!)  No one stream in my life as an artist seemed enough, but all together, it's 

sufficient  enough so that I never need to consider working in a cabbage roll factory!   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Board News 

Save the Date!! 

Now that we have established our venue at R.S. Hanna Gallery in Fredricksburg, TX, your Show 

Committee is working hard to put together a great show and experience for this fall.   We have artist, 

Nancy Boren as Judge of awards (which are beginning to roll in) and  the hotel is being finalized among 

many other things happening behind the scene.   Be sure to put December 2 – 4th on your calendar for the 

reception weekend!   The  Prospectus will soon be available on the website with all the details.  

       Julie Gowing Hayes, 2106 Show Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2016 WAOW BOARD 

 
 Comments or queries can be sent to the correct person on our board using the 

menu below. Remember that these women are volunteers who selflessly donate their 



time to the organization. They are all working artists so allow sufficient time for 

them to reply to your query. 

Inquiries about the organization. 

 

   

please contact our current president 

 

Inquiries about members or membership. 

 

   

please contact our membership chair 

 

2016 WAOW Elected Board Members 
 

President ~ Christine Drewyer  

cdrewyer@aol.com or 410-271-2407 

2nd Vice President ~ Julie Gowing Hayes  

juliedhayes@yahool.com  

Corporate Secretary ~ Darcie Copeland  

DarcieArt@earthlink.net 

 

Treasurer ~ Ally Benbrook  

ally@allybenbrook.com 619-301-6854 

 

2016 Board Advisors 
 

Advisor to the Board  ~ Amy Evans   amyeart@gmail.com 

Advisor to the Board ~ Kim Shaklee  kim@kimshaklee.com 

Advisor to the board  ~ Mary Ann Cherry  maryanncherry@cloud.com 

 

 

2016 Appointed Positions 
 

Recording Secretary ~ Karen Spotts  kespotts@yahoo.com 

 

Show Chair 2016 ~ Julie Gowing Hayes  

                                  juliedhayes@yahoo.com 479-366-9724 

 

Co-Chair 2016 ~ Jeannie Breeding  jeannie@jeanniebreeding.com  

2nd Co-Chair 2016 ~ Janelle Cox,  Bookkeeper 

                                     janellecx@yahoo.com 

  

Dues can be paid by PayPal on the member's page or by snail mail. CHECKS 

MUST BE MADE OUT TO WAOW. (Check signers: Ally Benbrook, Julie Hayes) 

  



 

Gail Winarz 

14798 Wild Mustang Pl. 

Jamul, CA 91935 

 

Dina Beerle (replacement) 

2627 Sawgrass St 

El Cajon, CA 92019  

gail.cpa@cox.net or 619-669-4948 

 

Membership Chair 

(including signature applications) ~ Heather Arenas 

Donna Merchant Crooks (in training)  

artist@heatherarenas.com or 720-281-4632 

merchantcrooks@gmail.com or 970-264-5092 

 

Advertising Director ~ Addren Doss  addrendesigns@aol.com 

Publicity Chair ~ Mary Frankel  fmfrankel@yahoo.com 

 

Co-Publicity Chair ~ Bruce Bingham brucebingham@gmail.com 

Sponsorship Chair ~ Nancy Romanovsky 

                                    nancy@nancyromanovsky.com  

If you would like to donate an award to our show, this is your contact info Nancy 

Romanovsky nancy@nancyromanovsky.com  

  

Communications Secretary ~ Janice Muir   muir-arts@cybermesa.com  

Historian ~ Joan Wright JWARTIST1@aol.com 

Web Mistress ~ Nori Thorne  norithorne@msn.com 

 

Submission form is on the member's only page of the site. The site is for members 

only and the form must accompany your correctly resized images.     

norithorne@msn.com 

 

 Newsletter Editor – Barbara Parish  barbaraparish@verizon.net 

Send your news to Barbara Parish  

 

CaFe' Administrator  ~ Mejo Okon  

                                        mejokon@hotmail.com or  

                                        325-227-3173 

Scholarship Fund Chairman ~ Sally Fuess   sal@sfuess.com 

 

Co-Scholarship Chair ~ Lyn Phariss  pharisslyn@gmail.com 

Yahoo Site Director ~ Elin Pendleton  

   (group email)            elinart@mac.com 

 

 



	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

Christine Drewyer 
 2016 President 

President’s message	
	
Dear Talented Ones, 
Here we are with only one more official month of 
summer left. Wow, where did it go? If your lives have 
looked anything like mine this season, it’s been 
anything but the lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer… 
Well, certainly crazy, that’s one of the 3 for sure! 
There is quite a bit of turmoil to contend with.  

We have had the insane weather AND political arena 
and world changes and challenges which very much 
affect our abilities to both sell and create our artwork. 
On behalf of all of us, I would like to welcome all of 
our new artists, both from the late winter as well as the 
most recent selection of juried new Associates. We are so 
happy to have you and are delighted to add you to our ranks of exceptional artists. We 
know that you will be an asset to the group and we look forward to getting to know you 
and your work better. The group is now numbering in the 330-member mark and we 
work diligently to find venues that will help you to grow your national exposure and 
enhance your careers. 
We are gearing up for a fantastic exhibition at RS Hanna Gallery in Texas this year. The 
team working with our show chair Julie Hayes is doing a stellar job and the planning is 
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well under way.  There will be an update from the team with upcoming information that 
you will need to be aware of.   
We are so pleased with the great response to the additional advertising bonus that was 
offered by Art of the West magazine and designed by Mary Ann Cherry. Seven of our 
excellent artists took the opportunity and we will have two full page ads in the September 
edition to keep our group and their beautiful art in forefront of the public’s view! Thanks 
to Sarah Kennedy, Paula Holtzclaw, Sue Favinger Smith, Georgene McGonagle, Mary 
Frankel, Nina Cobb Walker and Terry Swanson for your commitment and dedication to 
the continued promotion our organization. We look good through your efforts! I’ve 
noticed so many of your names in other publications as well and just a big shouts out of 
congratulations on the promotion of your work. It looks great and it IS noticed, bravo 
 Addren Doss has recently sent a reminder of the upcoming advertising opportunities and 
it is my hope that you will all take advantage of these great rates to promote your art as 
well as the exhibition. 
We are very excited to announce the location of our 2017 Annual exhibition. It will be 
held at McBride Gallery in Annapolis, Maryland. This gallery sponsored the OPA 
Eastern regional and had tremendous success with sales last year. The gallery has been 
established since 1980 and is located on the Main Street of the historic district. Annapolis 
is the sailing capitol of the world, home to the United States Naval Academy, and is the 
Capitol of the State. The show will be in the BEST selling month of the year, which is 
right after Thanksgiving into the Christmas season. There are beautiful historic buildings, 
green spaces, the Annapolis harbor, fabulous restaurants and great shopping too!  FYI, I 
live 7 minutes from the downtown area and am already planning a big old party for the 
attendants and important peeps in town!!  
We have been working diligently to line up venues, which are in a variety of regions that 
are both prestigious and compatible to our organization’s expectations. This is the 
culmination of many hours of work & phone calls and letters and actual visits by our 
members and board to secure the venues for you. 
Here is the lineup of what we have planned so far for future exhibitions; 
2017, McBride Gallery/Annapolis, Maryland ~ 2018 Tucson Desert Museum / Tucson, 
Arizona. We are looking into several mid regional Museums in 2019 and have a tentative 
reservation for the Brea Gallery in California to celebrate our BIG 50 in 2020!!  We 
looked into our history a bit more and discovered that we are the oldest Juried National 
Women’s art organization in the country. How bout that! Since we were established in 
California, we thought it might be nice to have our 50th back where we started. There is 
still a jury process by the Brea Gallery which will occur closer to the date to confirm our 
spot but I feel that being our 50th, we’ll probably have many wonderful options open to us 
if this one does not work out. 
You all should be so proud to be contributors to everything that we call “good” in the 
world and look at what we DO as a sacred calling and a healing balm for an ailing era in 
desperate need of what we create. Hold steady and answer the calls of your souls to not 
get discouraged and persevere with your talents and gifts. I can’t wait to see what you all 
have created for this year’s sampling of your beautiful contributions. 
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Board News 

Lynn Thomas Memorial Scholarship 2016 

 
Dear WAOW Members, 
 
WAOW’s Board of Directors and the Scholarship Committee are pleased to announce 
that the Lynn Thomas Memorial Scholarship is now available for member 
applications.   As you may recall, this scholarship was created as a way of remembering 
one of our very active Emeritus members, Lynn Thomas, who passed away in 2009, at 
the same time allowing WAOW to pursue its mission to further its members’ 
careers.  The scholarship fund has received many kind donations from WAOW members, 
friends of Lynn outside the WAOW membership, from sale of WAOW aprons and from 
a portion of WAOW online show entries.  We continue to accept donations in the hope 
that this fund will provide financial assistance to members far into the future. Donations 
are considered tax deductable and may be done through our PayPal link located at 
www.waow.org  on our members only page or by sending your checks to Gail Winiarz, 
14798 Wild Mustang Place, Jamul, CA 91935. 
 
The Lynn Thomas Memorial Scholarship is open to all WAOW members in good 
standing except for current members of the Scholarship Committee.  The award is 
$200.00 towards a workshop, class, seminar, webinar or other art-related activity 
(hereafter “workshop”) involving any art form that complies with work juried into the 
WAOW membership and shows.  After the scholarship is awarded, the recipient selects 
the workshop she wishes to take, at that time WAOW will forward the $200 award to the 
provider of the workshop.   
 



The application period is now open, with deadline for application October 30, 
2016.   All applications must be in the form described in the Applications Instructions, 
and must be complete and be received no later than the deadline date. The scholarship 
winner will be announced no later than November 30, 2016.  The workshop must be 
selected within six months and used within one year of the award date.   WAOW will 
mail the $200 check directly to the workshop provider in the scholarship recipient’s 
name, to be applied against the cost of the workshop. 
 
The applicant must comply with the qualifications and terms listed in the Application 
Instructions or the application will be considered incomplete and invalid.  The 
Applications Instructions are posted on the Members Page on the WAOW website.      
 
Good Luck, 
Sally Fuess 
Scholarship Chair 
sal@sfuess.com    
	

46th	National	Exhibition	at	the	RS	Hanna	Gallery	
	
 
 Just 17 days left to get your entries in for our 46th National Exhibition at the RS 
Hanna Gallery which will hang November 15 – December 13, 2016!  Our Show 
Committee has been working diligently to make this another great event.  Advertising 
Director, Addren Doss, has negotiated terms for our national advertising and Mary Ann 
Cherry is ready to design the ads for us; Awards and prizes continue to roll in thanks to 
Nancy Romanovsky, Sponsorships Chair; be sure to check them out on our website 
which Nori Thorne is keeping up to date with this and other show information;   PR 
Chair, Mary Frankel and Assistant PR Chair, Bruce Bingham have arranged for an ad and 
editorial in local publications.  The Master Signature Members have been invited via 
email and for the first time there will be an award for their category.   

There were a couple of hitches with CaFÉ but with Mejo Okon’s diligence and 
perseverance everything is now in place for your entry process to run smoothly.  Just a 
note – if you printed the prospectus early from the WAOW website, I recommend you get 
the latest one as CaFÉ required a pass code change.  You can find the prospectus on the 
Members’ Only page at www.waow.org. It is also available once you sign in to CaFÉ 
(www.callforentry.org) and enter the pass code: waowtexas2016.  Be sure to follow all 
instructions on the prospectus. 2D artwork submitted may not exceed 20” in either 
dimension (does not include frame dimension). 3D works are limited to 75 pounds each 
entry. Please note you are required to submit a minimum of 3 images, even if you only 
enter 1 piece for jurying.  A blank image is provided on the Members Only page under 
Quick Links for your use to fulfill the 3 image requirement.  Signature must not be 
visible on your entries.  Christine Drewyer has offered help with this if needed.  Also be 
aware there is an additional fee of $25 for unpacking/repacking payable by check to 
Fredericksburg Shipping to be included with your shipped piece.    

A reminder for all of you plein air artists -  don’t forget the Allen Award so 
graciously given by our own Leslie Allen and her husband, David for the “Best Plein 



Air” entry, but you must designate your entry as such per instructions in the prospectus.  
There are several other awards that come from our generous membership, so be sure to 
check them all out! 
 I look forward to seeing everyone’s beautiful work and hope you will attend the 
reception weekend.  We have rooms blocked at the Sunday House Inn and Suites at 
$145/night with a cut-off date of November 7th.  This is a busy weekend in 
Fredericksburg with Holiday Parade so we can expect more traffic on the streets and in 
the gallery. 

 Co-Chairs, Jeannie Breeding and Janelle Cox visited Fredericksburg to vet 
out possible venues and activities.  Here’s a brief rundown of events so far: Thursday, 
12/1 - Check-in at Hanna Gallery to pick up name tags, gift bags and information prior to 
the 6 pm  group dinner at Silver Creek Restaurant/Beer Garden and Grill.  Friday, 12/2 – 
9am paint out at the Sauer-Beckmann Living History Farm which is part of the LBJ State 
Park and Historic Site. Late lunch at Woerner Warehouse Cafe; 6-9pm Opening reception 
and awards presentation; Saturday, 12/3 - 9–11am Awards Brunch courtesy of Hanna 
Gallery followed with a demo by Show Judge, Nancy Boren;  6pm  group dinner at the 
Fredericksburg Herb Farm.  Sunday activities are still under consideration. I will be 
posting updates in the WAOW Yahoo group forum and on Facebook so stay tuned . . . 
Happy painting!! 

       Julie Hayes 
Show Chair 

  
 
 

Group Advertising Information for 46th National Exhibition,  
Fredericksburg, TX 

 
l.  Send email to Mary Ann Cherry(maryanncherry@icloud.com) with magazine 
choice, ad size, image, and wording -- no later than August 15.   She will be designing 
all ads. 
2.  Send email to magazine of your choice to reserve your ad space when you send 
the information to Mary Ann Cherry.  (except "Art of the West" which goes to Mary 
Ann Cherry)   
3.  Send payment to magazines except "Art of the West".  For AOTW send payment 
to our bookkeeper: Dina Beerle. 
     2627 Sawgrass Street 
     El Cajon, CA 92019 
4.  Send email to Addren (addrendesigns@aol.com) with magazine and ad size. 
 

Important - Send magazine choice and ad size to Mary Ann and 
Addren!! 

 
Art of the West   Reserve space with Mary Ann Cherry 
All reservations for AOTW must be made with Mary Ann   
1/6 pg. - $375;   1/4 pg. - $595;  1/2 pg. - $1150;  full page - $1995 



Magazine will be giving a 1/2 page Editor's Choice Award and 6 annual subscriptions as 
awards. 
 
Southwest Art   Reserve space with magazine 
Kaline Carter, (kaline.carter@fwcommunity.com) 505-506-7698 
1/4 pg. - $525;  1/2 pg. - $995;  full page - $2200 
Ad space must be reserved by 09/05.  Magazine is giving a full page Award of 
Excellence. 
 
Fine Art Connoisseur  Reserve space with magazine 
Gina Ward (gwardart@gmail.com) 920-743-2405 
1/4 pg. -- $550;  1/2 pg. - $950;  full page - $1995  These rates are less than last year! 
Ad space must be reserved by 09/30.  Magazine is giving 1/2 page Award of Excellence 
for every 2 pages of ads booked, editorials in the November/December issue, editorial in 
Fine Art Today Newsletter, and some award subscriptions. 
 
American Art Collector  Reserve space with magazine 
Rochelle Belsito (RBelsito@Amerian ArtCollector.com) 480-246-3792 
To reserve ad space contact Anita Weldon(aweldon@americanartcollector.com) 
1/4 pg. - $700;  1/2 pg. - $1300;  full pg. - $2300  Editorial opportunities available to 
those who advertise. 
Magazine is giving a full page Award of Excellence.  
  
Magazine Contact Information 
 
Art of the West 
Allan Duerr 
Co-Publisher/CEO 
1561 Hwy 7, Suite 235 
Minnetonka, MN  55435 
800-937-9194 
Office:  952-935-5850 
Fax:  952-935-6546 
www.aotw.com 
 
Southwest Art  
Kaline Carter 
505-506-7698 
Denver, CO 
www.SouthwestArt.com 
 
Fine Art Connoisseur  
Gina Ward 
Central US/Midwest Marketing Manager 
224	Datura	Street,	Suite	1015	
West Palm Beach, FL  33401 



920-743-2405 
www.fineartconnoisseur. com 
 
American Art Collector  
Rochelle Belsito 
Managing Editor 
480-246-3792 
Anita Weldon  -- to confirm ad space 
Advertisement Representative 
7530 E. Main Street, Suite 105 
Scottsdale, AZ  85251 
www.americanartcollector.com 

	
Signature Status!	

 
For any of our members who have been with WAOW for 3 or more years, you may 
qualify for signature status! The requirements are listed under the members section and 
applications are due by the end of September. Please submit your applications before then 
to be considered for 2017 Signature status. Please read the requirements carefully and 
provide the necessary documentation. Looking forward to hearing from you! 
 
Master Signature applications and nominations are due in September as well. See the 
website as well for more details. 
 
Heather Arenas Artist@heatherarenas.com  /  www.heatherarenas.com 	
 

 

 
Member News 

 
Tina Bohlman Won 2nd Place At The Dutch 
Art Gallery's 9th Annual Juried Art 
Exhibition Spring Show "Between Jobs" a 
12×12 Original Oil on Panel"  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 



Anne Palmer ~ I had two scratchboard works 
juried into the International Society of 
Scratchboard Artists (ISSA) annual Exhibition 
this spring. Her piece, Love Me Forever? 
Kaya, won the ISSA Memorial Award in the 
show and it sold. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Addren Doss ~ I have had two paintings juried into the 5th Annual North Carolina 
Statewide Pastel Exhibition now hanging at the Hickory Museum of Fine Art, Hickory, 
North Carolina 
 
     "Heading Up", pastel, 20X16"                           "Nez Perce Creek", pastel, 12X18" 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
  
Cheryl Koen - I won Best of Show Enchanted Skies in the Santa Fe Plein Air Festival, 
June 2016.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 

 
Terry Chacon ~ Here is a photo of me and my painting with judge Frank LaLumia at the 
Santa Fe Plein Air 2016.  I won an honorable mention for my painting Wetlands.  It will 
hang in the In Art Gallery in Santa Fe, New Mexico until July 4, 2016.    Also a photo of 
me with my work at Purple Sage Gallery (new gallery representation as of June 1, 2016) 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico. I also have a couple ads representing my bronze work and 
plein air work in the new Southwest Art Magazine for July 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ann Ranlett ~ "Sleeping Patterns", Ann Ranlett's scratchboard drawing of two tigers has 
been accepted in the Society of Animal Artists' 56th Annual Exhibition. The show will 
run from September 23, 2016 through January 1, 2017 at The Houston Museum of 
Natural Science. There will also be a touring exhibition of select works from the show, so 
there's a possibility that this drawing could do some traveling after the conclusion of the 
show in Houston. Ann is an Associate member of both WAOW and SAA, and a 
Signature member of the International Society of Scratchboard Artists. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Christine Graefe Drewyer ~ This will be the busy season for me coming up. I’ve been 
working all Spring & Summer to prepare for the National competitions with the groups I 
am a member of.  
Leading off this September my 
painting “Edge of Eternity” a 20x30 
Oil on Linen was accepted into the 
2016 National Oil & Acrylics 
Society “Best of America” 
Exhibition.  I am a Signature 
Member of the group. This year it 
will be held at Addison Gallery in 
Orleans, MA ~ 508-255-620 ~ Sept. 
3 – Oct 3 
I am also a Signature member of 
American Women Artists and will 
be participating with my painting “Illuminated, Lake Champlain”,  24x36 Oil on Linen. 
The Exhibition will be held at The Bennington Center for the Arts in Vermont. 802-442-
7158 ~ September 23 – November 13. 
In November I’ll be part of a group exhibition sponsored by Chasen’s Gallery in 
Richmond, VA with the Washington Society of Landscape Painters. This is a group 
which was established in 1913 when they were an all-male group called “The Ramblers. 



Women were considered to be too delicate to handle the plein air painting! It is an 
exclusive group that you must be juried into by the 40 members and we meet the last 
Sunday of each month and paint in the Washington DC/ Maryland region. One of my 
paintings will be “A Promise of Dawn” 30x48 Oil on linen 

 
                 
             “Illuminated, Lake Champlain”                          “A Promise of Dawn” 
 

 
Debbie Hughbanks ~ I am thrilled to have my acrylic painting, “Prickly Perch”, juried 
into the 2016 Artists for Conservation International Exhibit. The exhibit will showcase 
the work of artists from 15 countries around the world. My painting is one of 85 pieces 
selected for the live show first opening in Vancouver, BC, Canada, in late September. 
Here is a link to the AFC announcement for more information on the show and a 
complete list of exhibiting artists. http://festival.artistsforconservation.org/blog/2016-afc-
exhibiting-artists-announced 
I am also pleased to announce that my pastel painting, “Yuletide Companions”, was 
selected to be a Christmas card in the 2016 
Courage Kenny Cards Symbols of the Season 
card line. Proceeds from the sale of these cards 
support rehabilitation, independent living and 
recreational services for people with 
disabilities. To date, Courage Kenny Cards has 
raised more than $6 million toward this goal. 
  
  
	

 
 
 
 
 

 



Elin Pendleton ~ doing a demo at the Del Mar 
Fair representing WAOW. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Robbie Fitzpatrick ~ My watercolor painting "Foot of the Bed" has been selected for 
publication in North Light Books' Splash 18- The Best of Watercolor:  Value/Light + 
Dark, edited by Rachel Rubin Wolf. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gloria Chadwick ~ Gloria Chadwick's image is the cover for the Fine Art program at the 
Del Mar Fair. Over 700 entries in multiple divisions. It is open competition to all. 
 

 
 

Julie Gowing Hayes attended the inaugural ESPA Fest May 22 - 26th in Eureka Springs, 
Arkansas, which featured different historical locations with  prizes/purchase awards each 
day and at the final show. Over 60 artists 
participated, persevering through the heat 
and occasional thunderstorm!  Julie's 10" x 
8" oil, "Afternoon at Hidden Lake" (shown) 
won 2nd Place over all.   

Julie also has a solo show hanging since 
April at the Arkansas Public Theatre in 
Historic Downtown Rogers, Arkansas.  It 
will continue through the current production 
of Mary Poppins which ends August 14th.   

--  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Patricia Rose Ford ~ This summer has 
been busy for me, painting in number of Plein 
air Painting events, throughout the 
Southwest.  In June I Was honored to be 
Juried into the Santa Fe Plein Air festival, 
which is always a fun filled event, and also 
that month I was a featured artist in the Purple 
Sage Gallery, in Albuquerque, NM.  The end 
of July Found me painting with three friends 
in Catalina Island, which has become a yearly 
event for us for over the past 10 years.  At the 
time of this writing I am in Eureka/Trinidad 
area of the California coast, painting with 
Master Pastelist Albert Handell for a yearly 
mentorship.  September and October will find 
me in Utah, Painting in the plein air events in 
Escalante and Moab.   
 
 
 
 
 
Nita Harper ~ Since moving from Houston, Texas to southern California 15 years ago, I 
moved out of the studio become passionate about painting the western landscape. I have 
been fortunate to have the opportunity to travel and paint the west from the red rock of 
northern New Mexico to the High Sierras and many spectacular places in between. 
Currently, I am preparing for a show of Hwy 1 paintings opening in September at Saga 
Gallery in Monrovia, CA, and a PAC 6 group show at the Santa Paula Art Museum that 
will run from March through July of 2017. I am delighted to be a new member in 
WAOW! 
	

"A Light Shines Through"  

 

 



 

 
2016 WAOW Elected Board Members 

 
President ~ Christine Drewyer  
cdrewyer@aol.com or 410-271-2407 
2nd Vice President ~ Julie Gowing Hayes  
juliedhayes@yahool.com  
Corporate Secretary ~ Darcie Copeland  
DarcieArt@earthlink.net 
 
Treasurer ~ Ally Benbrook  
ally@allybenbrook.com 619-301-6854 
 

2016 Board Advisors 
 
Advisor to the Board  ~ Amy Evans   amyeart@gmail.com 
Advisor to the Board ~ Kim Shaklee  kim@kimshaklee.com 
Advisor to the board  ~ Mary Ann Cherry  maryanncherry@cloud.com 
 
 

2016 Appointed Positions 
 
Recording Secretary ~ Karen Spotts  kespotts@yahoo.com 
 
Show Chair 2016 ~ Julie Gowing Hayes  
                                  juliedhayes@yahoo.com 479-366-9724 
 
Co-Chair 2016 ~ Jeannie Breeding  jeannie@jeanniebreeding.com  
2nd Co-Chair 2016 ~ Janelle Cox,  Bookkeeper 
                                     janellecx@yahoo.com 
  
Dues can be paid by PayPal on the member's page or by snail mail. CHECKS 
MUST BE MADE OUT TO WAOW. (Check signers: Ally Benbrook, Julie Hayes) 
  
 
Gail Winarz 
14798 Wild Mustang Pl. 
Jamul, CA 91935 
 
Dina Beerle (replacement) 
2627 Sawgrass St 
El Cajon, CA 92019  
gail.cpa@cox.net or 619-669-4948 



 
Membership Chair 
(including signature applications) ~ Heather Arenas 
Donna Merchant Crooks (in training)  
artist@heatherarenas.com or 720-281-4632 
merchantcrooks@gmail.com or 970-264-5092 
 
Advertising Director ~ Addren Doss  addrendesigns@aol.com 
Publicity Chair ~ Mary Frankel  fmfrankel@yahoo.com 
 
Co-Publicity Chair ~ Bruce Bingham brucebingham@gmail.com 
Sponsorship Chair ~ Nancy Romanovsky 
                                    nancy@nancyromanovsky.com  
If you would like to donate an award to our show, this is your contact info Nancy 
Romanovsky nancy@nancyromanovsky.com  
  
Communications Secretary ~ Janice Muir   muir-arts@cybermesa.com  
Historian ~ Joan Wright JWARTIST1@aol.com 
Web Mistress ~ Nori Thorne  norithorne@msn.com 
 
Submission form is on the member's only page of the site. The site is for members 
only and the form must accompany your correctly resized images.     
norithorne@msn.com 
 
 Newsletter Editor – Barbara Parish  barbaraparish@verizon.net 
Send your news to Barbara Parish  
 
CaFe' Administrator  ~ Mejo Okon  
                                        mejokon@hotmail.com or  
                                        325-227-3173 
Scholarship Fund Chairman ~ Sally Fuess   sal@sfuess.com 
 
Co-Scholarship Chair ~ Lyn Phariss  pharisslyn@gmail.com 
Yahoo Site Director ~ Elin Pendleton  
   (group email)            elinart@mac.com 
 
 



	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

Christine Drewyer 
 2016 President 

President’s message	
Dear Talented Ones, 
Happy fall, Happy Thanksgiving and 
Welcome Harvest.  Last night I got to witness 
one of the most beautiful full moons I’ve 
ever seen! A “Super Moon “is what they 
called it.  When, as small humans, we get to 
gaze at the moon as we’ve done for 
millennia, there seems to be a pull and a 

primal sense of experiencing the veil of 
reality lifting for just a moment and we feel 
ourselves pulled along with the tides in a 
never ending dance and rhythm as natural 
and improbable as our fragile existence. It’s almost as if Mother Nature knew just how 
much we could use a Super Moon right now.  May each of you find peace and healing in 
a particularly divisive time in our nation’s history. 
WE are about to go into full celebration mode as our 46th annual show is being installed 
at R.S. Hanna Gallery even as I type this to you. This is the culmination of so much hard 
work and effort from our dedicated teams. Our show Chair Julie Hayes and her 
wonderful team have done the extraordinary job and it seems that many of you will get to 
experience the fruits of their labor first hand. I am so delighted that it seems at every 
moment another of you has decided that you are coming to the show. We could not 
accommodate ALL of the reservations for Sat. night because it would have overrun the 
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restaurant! WOW.  Not to worry, lots of places for us to meet greet and exchange 
information. As in the past, we all look forward to reuniting, and embracing our newbies 
into the oldest sisterhood of juried professional women artists in the country!! 
 There are so many thank you s to mention. First and foremost, we’d like to thank YOU 
our very gifted and talented artists. You ARE the show. There was such an extraordinary 
collection of ads promoting our show in ALL of the major national magazines.  Art of the 
West had ten pages, Fine Art Connoisseur had nine pages, Southwest Art had eight pages 
and five in American Art Collector!! I would be extremely remiss if I did not mention 
Mary Ann Cherry and Addren Doss for their hard work in making this happen. Mary Ann 
has designed not only these ads but now an additional seven pages which will be in the 
Guidebook 2017 in Art of the West.  This is a monumental effort and it makes US look 
really great.  Thank you, thank you all for stepping up, at a time when money is scares 
and investing in art and WAOW is a hardship for many. Thanks to the great rates offered 
and your willingness to participate, even our 1/6 pages multiplied into a presence not 
easily missed. Bravo to you. There have already been sales as a result of ads, postcards 
and e-vites! Yahoo, we know it will culminate in another very successful show. 
 
 Please join me in CONGRATULATING all of our newest Associate Members. I know 
that you will make them welcome and embrace them in sisterhood and professional 
camaraderie. Also, there are many NEW Signature members who have earned the right to 
join the ranks of previous talents that help to make our group strong and present a face of 
expertise to the world.  And last but certainly NOT least, a huge CONGRATULATIONS 
to our newest Master Signature Members. The board has vetted them as qualified and 
weighed both their artistic merits as well as their service to both WOAW & their artistic 
contributions to their communities. We have no doubt that they will make us proud as 
they carry the burden of representing the BEST of who we are. I will try to continue with 
the Masters Questions survey that you might get to know them a little better. 
Your new Master Members are; Heather Arenas, Phyllis, De Quevedo, Addren Doss, Pat 
Ford, Dee Kirkham, Mejo Okon, Lori Pandyand Ilene Gienger Stanfield. 
I am also so very grateful to have been able to serve as your President for four years. I 
was so very green when I stepped into the position and so many of you stepped up to 
assist and guide and put her shoulder next to mine and said, “You can count and lean on 
me” and boy did I ever do just that. I still have to chuckle that Robert’s Rules of order 
were an unknown to me, which wreaked terror before each board meeting. Needless to 
say, we have renamed them Roberta’s Rules and a “we got this”. This has been an 
extraordinary experience for me and I will remain involved in the group to serve in 
whatever capacity I can. 
Please join me in another big THANK YOU to the Board members who have agreed to 
stay on and serve in their positions. Hopefully this will make for one of the smoothest 
transitions in the history of our group. There WILL be some openings to be filled and 
appointed by our new President. After we count your votes, I am confidant that you all 
will embrace and support Sarah Kennedy to lead us forward. Onward and Upward. A 
complete list of the new board will be posted in the winter newsletter.  
Thank you all for letting me believe that my own talents and gifts will meld with yours 
and that together we will heal and uplift our world. Women Artists of the West fills my 
heart with gratitude. 
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46th	National	Exhibition	at	the	RS	Hanna	Gallery	

	

Julie ~ Show Chair             WAOW 46th National Exhibition 

It’s almost time!!!  Artwork is arriving in Fredericksburg in preparation for a 
beautiful show.  Shannon Hanna is very excited and has posted images on the R S Hanna 
Gallery’s website at www.rshannagallery.com .  Magazine ads are hitting the mailboxes 
and newsstands and evites are being shared.  Already people are inquiring to 
purchase!!  The catalog is printed and a link to it will be on our homepage soon.  A big 
THANK YOU goes to Mary Ann Cherry for the designing of the ads and evites and Nori 
Thorne for designing the catalog.  These tasks take a tremendous amount of time and 
effort and they both do an outstanding job.  Be sure to check out our facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/womenartistsofthewestorg/?fref=ts to see some of the awards that 
our Sponsor Chair, Nancy Romanovsky has procured for the show.   

            We are working to finalize the events of the reception weekend.  It’s a busy time 
in Fredericksburg and there is plenty to see and do.  The announcement of awards was 
moved up to 5pm on Friday night so people would have time to watch the Christmas 
Parade at 6:30.  After that we can expect a lot of people to come through the gallery 
during our reception.  Saturday morning will be an Awards Brunch hosted by Hanna 
Gallery, open to the public.  After that will be the demo by our Judge of Awards, Nancy 
Boren, followed by demos by several of our own members.   

If you plan to attend any events of the weekend and have not participated in the 
Doodle Survey, please contact  Julie Hayes at juliehayesart@gmail.com to have the link 
sent.  We want to be properly prepared and are particularly in need of final numbers for 
the Thursday and Saturday night group dinners as the restaurant space is limited.  If you 



have indicated you are attending a dinner and are also bringing a guest, please let Jeannie 
Breeding know at jeannie@jeanniebreeding.com Knowing you are coming will also help 
us during the check-in process at the gallery.  Even if you do not have a piece in the show 
we would love to have you come join in the fun.  We hope to see you there! 

                                                                                Julie Gowing Hayes, 2016 Show Chair 

                                                                                    Jeannie Breeding, CoChair 

                                                                                    Janelle Cox, CoChair 

Here's an added bonus for all of our plein air painters  - a guide to painting locations in 
Fredericksburg written by Chuck Mauldin, Barbara Mauldin (WAOW Associate 
member), Edith O'Neill & Steve Talley: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B-
iR2MqynMNGdDFhV201M2FXU0ZxX3FKRGlNVkVRVTNXZkw0 

  

 
Member News 

 
 
 

Addren Doss ~ "The Look", oil on 
linen panel, 8"X10" 
I have been invited to show two 
pieces in the Annual Invitational 
Miniature Show at Germanton 
Gallery, Germanton, North Carolina 
(http://www.germantongallery.com). 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Barbara Kitty ~ I just got word this 
painting (Trail Head To The Summit} has 
been accepted in the Southeastern Pastel 
Society Online Members Showcase Juried 
Exhibition.  It was also in the Appalachian 
Pastel Society Juried Members Exhibition 
in O 
Barbara Kitty Williams ~ had two pastels 
selected for the Appalachian Pastel 
Society Juried Members show in 
Hendersonville NC. She also exhibited in 
the National Society of Artists’ 32nd 
Juried National Exhibition in Galveston 
TX in October, and has work in the 
American Artists Professional League, 
Inc., 88th Grand National Juried 
Exhibition at the Salmagundi Club in NY. 
 

 
 
 

 
Cecy Turner ~ won the Best Narrative Painting Award in the recent National Oil and 
Acrylic Painters Society Best of America annual exhibition for her oil "Tucked In for the 
Winter." She also has been asked to be the judge for the NOAPS Fall Online 
International Exhibit. 
	

 



 
	
Christine	Drewyer	~	I	was	honored	and	
delighted	that	my	painting	“One	Glorious	
Day”	won	an	Honorable	Mention	in	WAOW’s	
~”When	Autumn	Leaves	Begin	to	Fall”	online	
exhibit.	Thank	you	to	Heather	Arenas	for	
your	selection	of	my	painting.	I	adore	this	
time	of	year	and	this	has	been	an	exceptional	
autumn.	 
My	painting	“Border	at	the	Crossroads”	has	
been	invited	into	the	Signature	&	Master	
Exhibit	for	Signature	&	Master	Artists	Exhibit	
~National	Oil	&	Acrylics	Painters	Society	:	
Event	Dates:	11/18/2016	-	12/31/2016	
Location:	The	Eisele	Gallery	5729	Dragon	
Way	Cincinnati	Ohio	45227		(513-791-7717)		
I	will	participate	in	an	Exhibition	called	“The	
String	of	Pearls”	which	will	feature	protected	
properties	in	Maryland.	I	will	be	presenting	a	painting	of	a	red	fox	in	snow	for	this	
exhibit.	My	goal	is	to	draw	awareness	that	without	these	protected	places,	there	
would	be	little	habitat	left	for	our	wildlife	to	flourish.		Dec.12-	Jan	30	2017	
Reception~	City	Hall,	Annapolis,	MD	(410-271-2407)	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Debbie Hughbanks ~ In August, my acrylic painting, “Frisbee Retriever”, received the 
First Place Award for paintings at the Avenue West Gallery Juried Exhibition in 
Spokane, WA. In late October I was thrilled to learn that my piece, “American 
Goldfinch” received an Honorable Mention in the Northwest Pastel Society’s Small 
Works Online Show. Then in November I was honored with the Barbara McDermott 
Memorial Award for, “Seldom Spotted” (acrylic), at the 27th Annual FAA Wildlife in Art 
Show, La Mesa, CA. Needless to say, it has been an exciting and humbling autumn for 
me! 
 
	

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Heather	Arenas	~	has	
participated	in	art	organizations	
dating	back	to	the	Morgan	
County	Arts	Council	in	2004	
where	she	was	on	the	board,	
taught	workshops	and	
participated	in	shows	including	a	
community	wide	mural	project.	
In	recent	years	she	has	been	a	
member	of	the	Portrait	Society	of	
America,	Oil	Painters	of	America,	
American	Impressionist	Society,	
Plein	Air	Artists	of	Colorado	
(Signature	2014),	American	
Women	Artists(Assoc.	with	
Distinction	2016),	and	Women	Artists	of	the	West	(Master	Signature	2016). 
Heather has taught workshops in the Colorado area, performed demos at various events 
including the Colorado Plein Air Festival and the WAOW Exhibition in Tucson and 
holds a regular open figurative group on Wednesdays. She works hard to share her 
knowledge with other artists by mentoring and volunteering. she participates in national 
shows such as the OPA Salon, AWA 
and WAOW exhibitions and offers 
critiques and instructional classes 
through OpenStudioOnline.com.  
She loves to travel and attend shows 
around the country. Coming up in 
March 2017, Heather is teaching a 3 
day master class workshop in 
Curacao. Details on the WAOW 
website. 
Heather's work is available from  
Reinert Fine Art in Charleston, SC 
Reflection Gallery in Santa Fe, NM 
Mary Williams Fine Art in Boulder, 
CO 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

My painting "Through Rough Waters" oil 22x28 was juried into the 2016 National 
North Regional Show with the American Society of Marine Artists and was 
included in the 2016 Minnesota Marine Art Museum [MMAM]. Such an honor to 
be in this prestigious Museum of Marine Art with International and National 
Marine Artists. Also this particular painting was in the National 2015 American 
Impressionist Society Exhibition. 

  

 

 
  

	
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Laura Jo Sherman ~ My 
entries were 
accepted into the Pastel 
Society of Oregon National 
2016 Show. I was awarded " 
Best in Show" from the 
juror, Richard 
McKinley for " Evening 
Comes". It is 11x14". At the 
same time I earned the title 
of "Master Pastelist" by the 
organization. A Master 
Pastelist is an artist who has 
won three awards from three 
different jurors in different 
PSO Shows. The Show will 
be up in Roseburg, Oregon until December 23rd. 
 
 
Leslie Allen ~ Dave and I have been busy 
awarding the Allen Award to Plein Air 
painters at Plein Air Rockies in Estes Park, at 
Plein Air Artists Colorado in Boulder, and 
we juried the whole show at the 7th 
Annual South Park Plein Air Arts 
Celebration! We’re looking forward to the 
WAOW Show in Fredericksburg where 
we will present the Award to our choice 
for “Best Plein Air”! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Golf Series” hung in September/October at Porter Hospital in Denver. Getting 
great responses to my “new” abstracted works. 

 
	

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Linda Star Landon ~ is honored that her painting, Hacienda Summer, has been chosen 
as one of 22 to be reproduced as postcards in the “Wish You Were Here” juried show at 
the Tubac Center of the Arts in Tubac, AZ.  The postcards will be for sale at the Center’s 
gift shop.  
 
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Lori Kiplinger Pandy ~ Master 
Signature Member Lori Kiplinger Pandy is 
pleased to announce that her design 
submission "Treetop View" has been 
selected by the City of Greeley's Public 
Arts Program 'Uptown Trees' and will be 
installed in May of 2017. The sculpture 
will be 20' tall and fabricated from water 
cut steel, featuring a ball-bearing cuff 
allowing the top section with puma 
design to rotate 360˚ with wind pressure. 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 
Lyndall Phariss ~ I won first place in the 
Maple leaf festival plein air event sponsored 
by Cherry's art and frame Carthage Mo. 
The Folger Gallery in Midland Texas will 
feature several of my paintings at their open 
house Dec.3. 
 
 
	

	



Mary Ann Cherry ~ All Dressed Up was part of the Hold your Horses exhibition at the 
Phippen Museum. Cherry will also participate in the Out West Art Show next March in 
Great Falls, Montana, and teach a workshop on painting animals – scheduled for next 
June. Location: Idaho Falls, Idaho. Currently, she is showing in three different local 
shows and working frantically on her next mystery to get it out by Christmas so lots of 
time away from the easel! 
  
 	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mejo Okon ~ I have been awarded the status of Master Signature Artist by WAOW! 
Yippee! Hurray! Yahoo!! 
 
I have also just been awarded Associate 
with Distinction 
by the American Women Artists Board of 
Directors voted as a way 
of recognizing the outstanding 
achievement of our Associate Members 
who have juried into one of 
their competitive online or annual shows. 
 
and I had two paintings accepted into 
The Mountain Oyster Club's 
47th annual Contemporary Western Art 
Show & Sale in Tucson, AZ. 
 
	



 
 

 
Sally Fuess ~ I have two pieces in the STUDIO 
Gallery Annual  "tiny" 2016 Show in San 
Francisco. http://www.studiogallerysf.com/ 
  
"Squawk Box", oil on canvas, 5" x 7" 
	

 
 
 

Shelley Hull ~ I had a busy summer. I was invited to show 2 paintings in the 4th Annual 
Small Works Show, at the Brinton Art Museum, Big Horn, WY. What a great show. I 

was thrilled to have my 
work shown alongside 
artists I have long admired 
like Lorenzo Chavez and 
T. Allen Lawson. They 
had an amazing turnout 
for the opening in a 
stunning new facility near 
Sheridan, WY. I had a 
piece accepted into 
the Small Works 

Exhibition, The NAWA Gallery, New York, NY (National Association of Women Artists) 
and used that as an opportunity to visit New York and some museums. I was juried into 
several shows this summer and early fall including the American Landscapes at 
the Circle Gallery, Annapolis, MD, and shows in Breckenridge, TX, Aurora, CO, Pueblo, 
CO,  Central City, CO. I have 2 paintings in the WAOW show at the R. 
S. Hanna Gallery, Fredericksburg, Texas and two paintings accepted into Representing 
the West opening in January 2017 at the Sangre de Christo Art Center in Pueblo, CO.  



 
We traveled to Capitol Reef National Park this summer and I have been busy working on 
paintings of the amazing landscape from that trip of hiking, sketching and photographing 
source material. 
 

 
 
 
 
Karen Petrovich ~ I was accepted into the Cowgirl Up! Show for 2017 after entering it 
for 10 years and I finally made it!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

WAOW Master Signature 
 

Congratulations to our New Master Signature status members!!! 
 

Addren Doss 
 

Pat Ford 
 

Ilene Gienger Stanfield 
 

Mejo Okon 
 

Phyllis Mantik deQuevedo 
 

Lori Kiplinger Pandy 
 

Dee Kirkham 
 

Heather Arenas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

2016 WAOW Elected Board Members 
 
President ~ Christine Drewyer  
cdrewyer@aol.com or 410-271-2407 
2nd Vice President ~ Julie Gowing Hayes  
juliedhayes@yahool.com  
Corporate Secretary ~ Darcie Copeland  
DarcieArt@earthlink.net 
 
Treasurer ~ Ally Benbrook  
ally@allybenbrook.com 619-301-6854 
 

2016 Board Advisors 
 
Advisor to the Board  ~ Amy Evans   amyeart@gmail.com 
Advisor to the Board ~ Kim Shaklee  kim@kimshaklee.com 
Advisor to the board  ~ Mary Ann Cherry  maryanncherry@cloud.com 
 
 

2016 Appointed Positions 
 
Recording Secretary ~ Karen Spotts  kespotts@yahoo.com 
 
Show Chair 2016 ~ Julie Gowing Hayes  
                                  juliedhayes@yahoo.com 479-366-9724 
 
Co-Chair 2016 ~ Jeannie Breeding  jeannie@jeanniebreeding.com  
2nd Co-Chair 2016 ~ Janelle Cox,  Bookkeeper 
                                     janellecx@yahoo.com 
  
Dues can be paid by PayPal on the member's page or by snail mail. CHECKS 
MUST BE MADE OUT TO WAOW. (Check signers: Ally Benbrook, Julie Hayes) 
  
 
Gail Winarz 
14798 Wild Mustang Pl. 
Jamul, CA 91935 
 
Dina Beerle (replacement) 
2627 Sawgrass St 
El Cajon, CA 92019  



gail.cpa@cox.net or 619-669-4948 
 
Membership Chair 
(including signature applications) ~ Heather Arenas 
Donna Merchant Crooks (in training)  
artist@heatherarenas.com or 720-281-4632 
merchantcrooks@gmail.com or 970-264-5092 
 
Advertising Director ~ Addren Doss  addrendesigns@aol.com 
Publicity Chair ~ Mary Frankel  fmfrankel@yahoo.com 
 
Co-Publicity Chair ~ Bruce Bingham brucebingham@gmail.com 
Sponsorship Chair ~ Nancy Romanovsky 
                                    nancy@nancyromanovsky.com  
If you would like to donate an award to our show, this is your contact info Nancy 
Romanovsky nancy@nancyromanovsky.com  
  
Communications Secretary ~ Janice Muir   muir-arts@cybermesa.com  
Historian ~ Joan Wright JWARTIST1@aol.com 
Web Mistress ~ Nori Thorne  norithorne@msn.com 
 
Submission form is on the member's only page of the site. The site is for members 
only and the form must accompany your correctly resized images.     
norithorne@msn.com 
 
 Newsletter Editor – Barbara Parish  barbaraparish@verizon.net 
Send your news to Barbara Parish  
 
CaFe' Administrator  ~ Mejo Okon  
                                        mejokon@hotmail.com or  
                                        325-227-3173 
Scholarship Fund Chairman ~ Sally Fuess   sal@sfuess.com 
 
Co-Scholarship Chair ~ Lyn Phariss  pharisslyn@gmail.com 
Yahoo Site Director ~ Elin Pendleton  
   (group email)            elinart@mac.com 
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