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President’s	message:	
	
Hello	all.	This	is	a	mish-mash	of	a	president’s	message.	Please,	bear	with	me.	
First,	this	is	an	exciting	year	for	WAOW—our	jubilee	year—and	a	year	with	two	exciting	
shows.	The	Settler’s	West	show	in	Tucson	is	right	around	the	corner	and	has	taken	much	
time	and	effort	to	pull	together,	from	the	first	day	the	contract	was	secured	by	past	
president	Sarah	Kennedy	and	the	plans	begun	with	the	help	of	Carol	Amos.	Since	then,	our	
show	chairs,	Christine	Drewyer	and	Amy	Evans,	and	our	“boots	on	the	ground”	Risa	Waldt,	
Rose	Collins,	and	Linda	Landon	have	pulled	together	a	stellar	show.		
Just	those	few	women	pulled	this	off?	No,	ladies...the	thank-you’s	do	not	stop	there.	These	
shows	truly	take	a	village	to	yank	together.	So	many	women	help	that	I	can’t	thank	
everyone	properly	on	one	page.	Ads,	PR,	Sponsors	and	Awards,	Social	Media,	Website,	
Catalog...the	list	of	chores	goes	on	and	on.	Nearly	everyone	on	the	WAOW	board	gets	busy	
in	one	manner	or	another	to	pull	a	show	together...and	many	women	who	are	not	on	the	
board	offer	willing	hands.	Settler’s	West	will	be	a	beautiful	show	in	a	gorgeous,	prestigious	
venue.	Thank	you	all.		
And	now,	an	unwelcome	message	on	being	tough!	
It	isn’t	easy	to	get	a	piece—even	a	beautiful	work	of	art—into	our	WAOW	annual	
exhibitions.	Competition	is	tough!	But	ladies,	we’re	strong	women,	aren’t	we?	It	takes	a	
tough	woman	to	continually	strive	for	better	work,	better	presentation	of	that	work	while	
meeting	the	needs	of	family,	including	elderly	parents,	or	full-time	occupations.	We	work	
long	hours	and	hope	for	that	note	saying,	“You	got	in!”	No,	it	doesn’t	happen	easily.	Sadly,	
sometimes	it	doesn’t	happen	at	all.		
Evaluate,	evaluate,	evaluate...	



Why	was	your	piece	rejected?	Once	you	self-evaluate,	if	you	still	aren’t	sure	why	a	piece	got	
the	thumbs	down,	find	an	artist	(or	three	or	four)	you	hold	in	high	regard	and	ask	them	for	
an	honest	evaluation.	Drawing,	color	temperature,	composition,	eye-path,	anatomy,	
perspective,	correct	lighting	and	more	should	be	evaluated.	Artists	with	thick	skins	are	
often	those	who	grow.	Their	work	improves	and	next	time	they	get	that	lovely	“You’re	in!”	
letter.	So,	ladies.	Be	tough	and	hang	in	there.	Reach	high!	
How	does	our	jury	work?		
We	have	five	to	seven	women	(signatures	and	above)	on	the	jury	to	choose	work	for	our	
juried	exhibitions.	Nobody	except	the	Juried	Art	Service	chair	knows	who	these	women	are.	
It’s	a	“blind	jury”.	The	jurors	look	at	over	300	pieces	without	signatures.	Believe	me,	they	
do	not	look	for	the	work	of	friends	or	the	recognizable	styles	of	women	they	know.	They	
give	each	piece	a	numerical	value	and	at	the	end	of	the	jury	period,	those	are	totaled	
together	and	the	artworks	with	the	highest	numerical	values	are	invited	to	show.	You	
might	miss	it	by	one	point.	But	for	the	benefit	and	reputation	of	the	group,	only	those	
pieces	with	the	highest	marks	are	invited.	When	there	are	numerous	pieces	of	art	with	the	
same	subject	matter,	the	jury	gets	even	tougher	so	that	we	offer	good	variety	in	our	show.	
Even	if	there	is	a	piece	that	would	offer	some	interesting	variety	regarding	medium	or	
subject	matter,	it	still	has	to	be	a	stellar	piece.	
About	the	“All	Member”	show,	“WAOWing	the	Wind	River	Valley”	in	Dubois,	
Wyoming...	
This	brings	us	to	the	Jubilee	exhibition/retreat	in	Dubois,	Wyoming.	All	members	have	the	
opportunity	to	show	a	piece.	Please	read	the	prospectus	on	our	member’s	only	page	and	
when	you	send	in	your	submissions,	be	sure	to	send	them	in	high	resolution	(about	300	
dpi,	and	about	3x5	or	larger)	because	one	of	them	must	be	used	for	the	catalog.	Again,	go	to	
the	prospectus	for	info	on	this	show	and	expect	more	info	later	by	email	or	MailChimp.	
Send	your	submissions	to	me	maryanncherry@icloud.com	.	
It’s	in	the	middle	of	nowhere...will	there	be	sales?		
Yes.	Sales	for	the	Headwaters’	annual	National	Juried	Show	average	between	$25,000	to	
$30,000+,	so	there	will	be	work	sold.	We	are	doing	all	of	the	advertising	locally	(within	200	
miles	of	Dubois).	It’s	that	type	of	area.	(lots	of	tourists,	lots	of	second	homes)	While	our	
show	was	mentioned	in	WAOW’s	national	magazine	ads	in	many	of	the	same	spreads	as	
Settler’s	West,	those	are	not	the	advertisements	that	will	bring	buyers	to	this	particular	
show.	What	will	bring	customers	is	local	advertising,	old-fashioned	posters,	and	word	of	
mouth.	The	Headwater’s	has	been	wonderful	help	and	will	be	adding	our	information	to	
their	newsletters,	etc.	and	helping	spread	the	word.		
Evites?	Yes,	everyone	will	get	an	evite	with	a	picture	of	their	work	on	it	to	share	on	social	
media	and	use	for	emailable	invitations.			
It’s	vacation	time!	Bring	cameras!	Be	prepared	to	drive	distances!	
I	would	advise	going	a	couple	days	early	to	Wyoming...or	staying	a	day	or	two	after	the	
Saturday	night	catered	member’s	dinner.	Once	you	are	in	Wyoming,	you	are	in	within	a	
day’s	drive	to	Yellowstone	National	Park,	Teton	National	Park,	and	Jackson,	Wyoming	with	
all	of	the	wonderful	galleries.	This	little	town	in	Wyoming	will	be	full	of	like-minded	
women	artists,	and	we	hope	everyone	will	take	advantage	of	the	opportunity	to	get	
acquainted,	be	sociable,	and	make	it	your	time	to	enjoy	both	the	group,	and	the	west.	
Ladies...it	will	be	what	you	make	it.		
Plein	Air	in	Dubois...	



If	you	are	a	plein	air	painter,	please	let	me	know	you	want	to	go	out	painting	with	other	
women	or	if	you	will	have	a	large	vehicle	and	be	able	to	be	a	“driver”.	Just	email	me	at	
maryanncherry@icloud.com.	I	am	putting	together	a	few	possibilities	with	the	help	of	
Tammy	at	the	Headwaters	Art	and	Conference	Center.	Watch	the	MailChimp	eblasts	or	
waowgroup	emails	for	information	on	these	plein	air	opportunities	-	BUT	do	not	expect	this	
to	be	a	real	structured	event.	There	will	be	a	few	women	there	with	large	vehicles	and	a	
larger	desire	to	hit	the	road	and	find	those	gorgeous	plein	air	spots.		
Are	there	awards?	
Ladies...where	we’re	going	there	are	no	awards.	Okay,	little	pun	there,	but	there	will	be	
People’s	Choice	at	the	end	of	the	show,	and	Artists’	Choice.	That’s	it.	Not	much.	The	
sponsors	and	such	will	already	have	given	much	for	the	Settler’s	West.	
Educational	events?	
There	will	be	a	few	demos,	a	couple	talks...scheduled	primarily	on	Saturday	afternoon	
before	the	dinner.		
History?	
Our	WAOW	historical	posters	will	be	hung.	It	is	amazing	how	far	our	WAOW	group	has	
come	and	they	are	fun	to	see.		
Dinner...	
This	is	a	catered	dinner	with	essentially	a	meat	dish	(probably	prime	rib)	or	vegetarian	
dish.	More	info	later.	Come	dressed	for	comfort.	It’s	June	in	Wyoming.	We	don’t	care	if	you	
come	dressed	“casual”.	We	just	want	you	to	come!		
There	will	be	more	to	say	later,	and	more	plans	solidified	in	a	month.	Be	patient,	send	your	
submission,	pay	your	fee.	Do	we	all	need	to	pay	the	$25	show	fee?	Yes,	please.	Everyone	
except	the	Emeritus	or	lifetime	members.	This	is	a	rented	venue,	so	we	need	it.	Thanks!	
Huge	appreciation	for	each	and	every	one	of	you!	I	look	forward	to	seeing	old	friends	and	
meeting	new	friends	in	little	Dubois,	Wyoming.	Ladies,	WAOW	is	planning	to	rock	this	
town.	Try	not	to	miss	it!	
Happy	creating,	
Mary	Ann	Cherry	
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Board News 
 

 
 
Coming Up! WAOW 50th Anniversary Jubilee, Settlers 
West Gallery, Tucson, AZ 
  
Christine and I are excited about co-chairing this show in Tucson, AZ. Our Arizona Boot scooting team, 
Linda Star Landon, Risa Waldt, and Rose Collins have been busy making arrangements for hotels, 
dinners, painting excursions, and a special tour of Tubac, an art colony nearby. Heather Coen and Mary 
Ann Cherry are working on vendors and sponsor awards. Burneta Venosel has been working with a 
jeweler designing special WAOW jewelry to commemorate our Jubilee year. Dee Kirkham is planning 
some exciting educational seminars including Dena Pederson's experience as an artist for the Loving 
Vincent Film. 
  
Our star-studded Ad Team chaired by Jan Delipsey has been busy creating beautiful ads that show off 
the variety and quality of our participating members. Contact them if you wish to play...there may be a 
few spots left. 
  
Nori Thorne is creating a special catalog for our 50th and you can order one through the website. 
  
The show itself will be in the beautiful Settlers West Gallery, opening on Friday March 27. We will 
continue to celebrate on Saturday in the Embassy Suites Conference room with vendors, education 
seminars, and a special awards celebration. Not to be missed! 
  
  
We will have a special dinner on Saturday night at the Tanque Verde Ranch and you can make a 
reservation now through the members only page on our website. No last-minute reservations can be 
accepted. 
  
https://www.tanqueverderanchcom 
  



https://www.tubacaz.com/arts-culture 
  
Now is the time to make plans to come. We have two hotels with special rates. Our block of rooms at the 
Embassy Suites is full; contact them directly and mention WAOW for discounted rate. Best Western still 
has rooms and is not too far from the gallery.  Check the website for more details. 
  
It will be a big time! 
  
Amy Evans and Christine Drewyer, CO-Chairs 
	

 
 
 
.   
	

 
Education Committee ~ Dee Kirkham 
 
The WAOW 50th National Jubilee will have many great events to celebrate our 50th year and 
the Education Committee has put together some fun, informational and educational events 
too.   On Saturday, 3/28, 8:30 am - 11:00 a.m. we will have several presentations that you won't 
want to miss.  Dena Peterson do a presentation on her experiences working on the film "Loving 
Vincent".  During the filming of Loving Vincent (you might want to watch the movie before you 
come) she was involved on location with this film and will tell about her experiences, which I am 
sure were life changing. Heather Arenas will present how she organizes her art business.  On the 
panel at the 49th WAOW National Exhibit, she talked about how she organizes her art business; 
from keeping track of her painting inventory and all the logistics, we encounter every day 
keeping track of everything.  Dee Kirkham with another WAOW artist will present "Are you 
open for business" and what that means.   
Saturday afternoon from 2pm to 4pm we will have more events including a panel discussion of 
remarkable sponsors, WAOW artists and others to discuss art and the business of art, where we 
are going in the new decade.   
 
Hope all of you will be able to attend the amazing 50th WAOW National Exhibition and all the 
events that have been scheduled for you.  And be sure to make plans to stay over for Saturday for 
a full day of special events you won't want to miss as well a great get together for dinner that 
evening.   
 
See you there! 

 
 

 
	
	

Scholarship	Application	Period	in	Open	Now	
	



Fellow	WAOWers,	
With	all	of	the	hurry	and	scurry	of	our	shows	and	holidays	the	Lynn	Thomas	Memorial	
Scholarship	application	process	was	postponed	until……..wait	for	it…….NOW!	You	have	
until	April	30th	to	turn	in	your	application	to	lanie@laniefrick.com		.	The	winner	will	be	
announced	@	June	1.		
Log	on	to	our	members	only	page,	scroll	to	the	bottom	and	click	on	Master	Lynn	Thomas	
Memorial	Scholarship	Fund.	Read	the	requirements	and	process	very	carefully;	then	
follow	the	instructions.			NOTE:	use	the	dates	listed	here.		
I’m	sure	there	are	a	few	of	you	out	there	wanting	to	up	your	artist	game	and	could	use	the	
$500	to	help	your	quest.	So	what	are	you	waiting	for?		Do	It!!!	
I	will	be	looking	for	submissions	in	my	email	box.	
Lanie	Frick,		
Scholarship	Chair	

 
 

	
 
 

Tips and reminders from the social media chair Nancy Romanovsky  

Be sure to tag and/or send new work, announcements, and studio/field images to me for potential 
posting on the WAOW Facebook and Instagram accounts. You can use the tag 
@womenartistsofthewest Instagram (IG) is the queen of social media for artists. Although 
Facebook (FB) is still relevant, Instagram is a far more visual platform and nearly the requisite as 
having a website. If you do not have an account, you should seriously think about opening one to 
promote your work. Here are a couple of tips for using Instagram.  

• Make your page Public. Do not have an art account on IG marked private. That is like having 
your work in a gallery with closed doors and windows. Makes no sense at all.  

• Only post art related images to your art account. If you want to post images of your dinner, cute 
grandkids, or freshly painted pedicure in the sand on your vacation, open a separate, personal 
account on IG.  

• You can use up to 30 hash tags (#). Make sure you use spaces between one #hash tag and the 
next #hash tag, otherwise its one long hash tag and no one will ever find you.  

• Check the spelling of your #hash tag. Same reason as above. • Curate your account and 
occasionally archive images that have low engagement  

(that have few likes). Your last 6 images are what appear on most phones when people visit your 
profile. You want those images to be impactful!  



Please remember to send me your images and blurbs to waowsocialmedia@gmail.com or DM on 
IG to @womenartistsofthewest Thank you!  

  
 

 
 
 
 

Member News 
 

Kitty Williams ~ has received Signature Membership in the National 
Society of Artist and was awarded a Signature Medallion from NSA 
on this announcement. She has work in the juried national 123rd 
Catharine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club currently exhibited at the National 
Arts Club in NYC, NY and is selected for the juried exhibition at the 
National Association of Women Artist Small Works Winter 2020 in 
the NAWA Gallery in NYC, NY.  

 
 

 

 

 

Grace Schlesier ~ Amazingly, as I 
opened my emails this morning, 
Krystal of Plein Air Magazine used 
my Nov/Dec winning image to 
promote the Dec/Jan Plein Air Salon 
competition, “Storm In The 
Baja”. Just wanted to let you know I 
am “kinda” happy.  

 

 



Gloria Chadwick ~ I am happy dancing into 2020. I was accepted into the Scottsdale Art 
Schools' Best and Brightest show, one painting was accepted (according to ad, " 49 accepted out 
of hundreds from 14 States") into the 4th Wings and Water show in Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin 
and one accepted by juror Thomas Schaller into the Missouri Watercolor Society International 
show which will be in Barcelona, Spain. Watercolor has been a really fun and great adventure for 
me, combining techniques learned from other media.  

 

 
	

 
 
 
 
Yvonne Bonacci ~ One of my biggest awards for 2019, 
was being inducted into the Elk Grove Hall of Fame (my 
hometown), for my accomplishments as an award-winning 
artist, and also serving the community for over 20 years of 
teaching art and art workshops.  I was also the only fine 
artist member appointed by the Sacramento Board of 
Supervisors to the Sacramento Metropolitan Arts 
Commission. It was a great honor to be inducted into the 
Hall of Fame. Something I would never have dreamed of. 
 

 

 



Helen Bailey ~ I have had three paintings accepted into the Rocky Mountain Horse 
Expo's 11th Annual Art Show and Sale. Their event called "Equine Art in the Park" will 
begin on February 28th and end on March 1st, 2020 in Denver, CO.  

My artwork called "Leonie" was accepted into CPSA's Explore This Online Show and 
won a Merchandise Award from Pan Pastels.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julie Gowing Hayes ~ has two paintings traveling 
with the Arkansas Territory Collection, a traveling 
art exhibition that commemorates the 200th year 
of Arkansas Territory. The eighty paintings and 
drawings, created by a diverse group of American 
artists, are a unique look at the people, places, 
objects, stories, and cultures from the region, 
which encompasses the states of Arkansas and 
Oklahoma. The exhibit began in March 2019 and 
will travel to various venues in Arkansas and 
Oklahoma until the end of 2020. Pictured here: 
"Ivory Billed Woodpeckers, A Rare Sight" 30" x 
30" oil.  

 



Debbie Hughbanks ~ It has been a busy art 
season for me as I continue to participate in 
juried exhibits throughout the year. Two of the 
most memorable are the 37th Annual Wallowa 
Valley Festival of the Arts in Joseph, OR, and 
the American Plains Artists 34th Annual Juried 
Exhibit in Corsicana, TX.    

I was extremely honored to receive awards at 
both shows. At the Wallowa Show I received 
the Jon M. Skovlin Memorial Award for Best 
Wildlife Representation for “Coyote Winter” 
and Best Drawing Medium for “Little Beggar”. 
At the APA show “A Thorny Existence” received the SourceTek Panels /JoAnne Pierce Award. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	

 

 

 

 

 
 
Susan Hediger Matteson ~ My piece: "Across the 
Fields II", was chosen for first place overall in the 
Plein Air Salon for Oct/Nov 201 

 

 

 

 

 



Johanna Lerwick ~ Collaborated 
with another artist and author in 
creating a unique and beautiful 
story of the American West as to 
what was and is now e-book titled 
"The Vanishing West". Free to 
anyone!  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Jude Tolar ~ Mary’s Legacy has been named to the Pastel 100 by Pastel 
Journal magazine. It was awarded Honorable Mention in Still Life+Floral category, and will 
appear in the March/April 2020 issue of Pastel Journal.  

Upcoming demos/workshops: 
Pastel Demo, Edmond Art Association, Monday, 
Feb. 24, Edmond, OK 
Pastel Demo and 1/2-Day Workshop, “Fresh 
Flowers”, Pastel Society of the Southwest, 
Saturday, April 4, Grapevine, TX  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Linda Wacaster ~ The Miniature painters, sculptors & gravers society of Washington, D.C. 2020 
Won: The Americana Award - God Bless America 2020 International Miniature Art Show in 
Dunedin, Fl. Won: Best of Show - Turtle Shell Headdress 2020  

 

 
 
 
Nancy Tankersley ~ Painting 
“Salmon for Supper” Oil, 22 x 
28 was accepted into the 
18th National Exhibition. On 
March 5, the artist will demo 
her technique at the 3rd 
National Marine Art 
Conference. 

https://americansocietyofmarineartists.com  



 
Marla Epstein ~ "Great Expectations Small Wonders'' placed 
Third in the Richeson75 International Animals, Birds and 
Wildlife competition. 
"Summers End" is going to 50th Jubilee at Settlers West.  

 
 
 
Pat Meyer ~ Treasures of the Vase 12 x 16 oil. 
When looking around the studio trying to decide 
which vase would be best for my sunflowers it made 
me realize that the vase is a holder of my treasures. 
Vases are pretty on their own but when you put your 
treasures inside then their beauty shows up even 
more. We are much like the vase ourselves but when 
we let our treasures (smile, kind words, love, hugs) 
then our real beauty comes out. www.PatMeyer-
artist.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Marla Smith ~ Pleased to announce new 
representation at the “Two Old Crows Gallery” in 
Pagosa Springs, Co. Fun to know that I share some of 
that gallery space with other WAOW members: Amy 
Evans, Tricia Bass, and Donna Merchant-Crooks. 
Looking forward to may years of success there. 
I have been invited back to the “Hold Your Horses” 
show at the Phippen Museum of Western Art, 
Prescott, AZ.  Show opens on August 1, 2020 thru 
September 20, 2020. Reception on July 31st at 5:30 
P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Victoria Castillo ~ My painting "My Father in the Garden" was selected as a finalist in 
International Artist magazine's Portrait and Figure Competition and given a full-page article. 
You can read about my working method for creating the painting in the Jan 2020 issue, currently 
on newsstands worldwide.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Naomi Shachar – 2019 was a busy year of preparing paintings and juried into national 
exhibitions: OPA, CAC, and of course WAOW. Looking forward to meeting you all at Settlers 
in Tucson!  

o Water Lilies 
o Leather Tough.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



SJ.Shaffer ~ Entering the inspirational and 
empowering year of 2020, I am now a new 
member of 
 
EACA in Santa Fe New Mexico and 
AWA, American Women Artists! 

 
 

 

 

Patricia Rose Ford ~ As a plein air painter I love traveling to beautiful locations to paint, and 
last fall (Sep. 16-22-2019) I was honored to be one of 6 Featured Artists who were invited to the 
Mendocino Open Paint Out. As a featured artist I conducted a demonstration one of the days, 
which I titled “Plein Air Pastels -” No they are, not chalk" which is something I am always 
saying when the public come to watch me paint. This beautiful coastal region of Northern 
California is particularly inspiring to paint, and I look forward to painting there again.  



 
 
 
Patricia Rose Ford and Barbara Parish ~ Will teach a Plein Air Workshop, Big Bear Lake, 
California, April 18th and 19th, 2020.   
The workshop focus: Create paintings using Pastel and Watercolor combined.  
                                   Color Scheme ~ Perspective ~ Composition and Design 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                   

                                                                                              Patricia Rose Ford 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 

 
                                                                                            
 
 
 
                   
 

Barbara	Parish 



Jan Delipsey ~ Skyscraper is heading to Settlers West for our 50th WAOW celebration while El 
Corbetizo is heading the opposite direction for the American Impressionists Society Small 
Works Show the same month. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

2019 WAOW Elected Board Members 

President 	 Mary Ann 
Cherry 

maryanncherry@icloud.com - 
208-524-1284 

1st Vice President 	 Donna 
Merchant 
Crooks 

merchantcrooks@gmail.com or 
970-903-3405 

2nd Vice President 	 Burneta 
Venosdel 

sculptorok@pldi.net 

Corporate Secretary 	 	 	

Treasurer 	 Dee Kirkham deekirkham@msn.com 

2019 Board Advisors 

Advisor to the 
Board 

	 Amy Evans amyeart@gmail.com 



Advisor to the 
Board 

	 Christine 
Graefe Drewyer 

cdrewyer@aol.com 

Advisor to the 
Board 

	 Heather Arenas artist@heatherarenas.com 

Advisor to the 
Board 

	 Barbara Nuss barbaranuss@verizon.net 

 
2019 Appointed Positions 

Show Chair 
2019 

	 Christine Graefe 
Drewyer 

cdrewyer@aol.com 

Co-Chair 2019 	 Amy Evans amyeart@gmail.com 

Show Venue 
Chair 

	 Janice Wright jwright.artist@att.net 

Bookkeeper  
dues can be paid 
by PayPal on the 
member's page or 
by snail mail. 
CHECKS MUST 
BE MADE OUT 
TO WAOW. 

	 Linda Star 
Landon 
1465 W. Prestwick 
Drive 
Green Valley, AZ 
85622 

waow2017@gmail.com 

Membership 
Chair 
(including 
signature 
applications) 

	 Donna Merchant 
Crooks 

merchantcrooks@gmail.com or 
970-903-3405 

Member 
Outreach Chair 

	 Mikela Cameron Mmmcam90@gmail.com 

Co-Member 
Outreach Chair 

	 Ann Goble annmgoble@gmail.com 

Advertising/Pub
licity Director 

	 Jan Delipsey drdelipsey@litigationedge.net 

Co-Publicity 
Chair 

	 Mary Frankel fmfrankel@yahoo.com 



Recording 
Secretary 

	 Julie Gowing 
Hayes 

juliehayesart@gmail.com 

Sponsorship 
Chair 
If you would like 
to donate an 
award to our 
show, this is your 
contact info 

	 Heather Coen coen851@yahoo.com 

Historian 	 Pat Ford patriciaroseford@gmail.com 

Webmistress - 
Artist Page 
submission form is 
on the Members 
Only page of the 
website and must 
accompany your 
correctly resized 
images. 

	 Nori Thorne norithorne@gmail.com 

Newsletter 
Editor - send 
your news to 
Barbara 

	 Barbara Parish barbaraparish@verizon.net 

CaFe' 
Administrator 

	 Mejo Okon mejokon@hotmail.com or 325-
227-3173 

Scholarship 
Chair 

	 Lanie Frick lanie@laniefrick.com 

Social Media 
Specialist 

	 Nancy 
Romanovsky 

nancy@nancyromanovsky.com 

Groups.io Site 
Director (group 
email) 

	 Elin Pendleton elinart@mac.com 
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President’s Message 

 

 W AOWs...                                                                          

I hope you are safe, well, and staying creative during this pandemic and the “stay at home” 

circumstances we all find ourselves in. In this stressful and difficult time of COVID 19 

compounded by racial unrest, I hope you have homes that are safe havens. Regardless, I realize 

that in these difficult times, it’s hard for many creative people to concentrate on being 

productive. If you find yourself in this situation know that you are not alone. We are all tuned in 

to the chaos we see and hear about every day, the discouraging sad stories, the violence, the 

uproar...we can’t avoid it or hide ourselves away.  

The world still needs beauty and that IS something we can do. It is not insignificant. The general 

public right now reaches out to grasp any offering of beauty that gives them hope and serves as a 

distraction from the Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday “horror of the day”, the daily heartache. We 
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can offer them this small thing...show the world images of something wonderful, something fun, 

colorful or just plain lovely.  

Creative people need to take special care to guard themselves from letting the world news 

overwhelm them and plunge them into depression. When that happens, we’re less help to family 

and friends—we’re absolutely no help to ourselves and we’re certainly not honoring the blessing 

we’ve been given. Honor this gift you have of your special way of looking at the world and 

being able to express it that makes us artists. So, what I’m saying WAOW women, is pull up 

those big girl britches, grab a paint brush or fistful of clay and do whatever it takes to feel strong, 

to be strong, and get through this. It’s hard, but you can do this. Once you begin, it gets easier. 

Lose yourself for a time each day in your art. 

Now I’ll whine a bit here. Because of the danger in being exposed or exposing others to the 

virus, WAOW had to unravel wonderful plans for both the Settlers West show in Tucson, 

Arizona and the show/retreat in Dubois, Wyoming. How discouraging! And it’s almost more 

work than planning a show! We are thankful to have been blessed with so many willing and 

efficient hands to help with this.   

Settlers West had decent sales. And now...the entire Dubois WAOWing the Wind River is online 

on the WAOW website at waow.org. Please share the generic evite sent out by email even if you 

are not in the show yourself. We are also online with Western Art Collector. The magazine has 

allowed us to put one image from each participating artist in an online show on their own 

website. You can access this on their home page at: https://www.westernartcollector.com  

We have print ads in Art of the West, Southwest Art, Jackson Hole Magazine (Wyoming) and 

coming in the July issue of Western Art Collector. Some of these also include digital ads. 

I mention the ads, ladies, because I want you to know that is where your generosity of allowing 

us to keep and use those Dubois show fees came in good promotion of not only the show, but the 

group itself. Again, it takes a village to put on a show and we are so proud of the women who 

participated and then helped with funding the show ads. Thank you. 

 

Next show is at the Museum of Western Art in Kerrville, Texas. The prospectus is going to be 

out very soon. Thank you to Barbara Mauldin and CJ Latta who will serve as co-chairs. And 

thanks to Burneta Venosdel who helped organize lodging options and Cheryl Koen who has 

offered to help with a plein air event. Our reception there—even though the show opens in 

February—is going to be the first week of March. Maybe, just maybe...the bluebonnets may be 

just beginning to show some of that glorious blue. 

Stay strong, ladies...because “Oh, the places you can go...” even if you stay at home! 

Blessings to all and be well! 

Mary Ann Cherry 

 

 

https://www.westernartcollector.com/
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In Memorium of Sherryl Evans: 

Ladies, in April, we lost one of our own.  

Sherryl Paula Evans was one of the early members of WAOW. She was a talented artist 

concentrating mainly on western art - painting mules and horses using oils, inks and watercolors. 

She belonged to Women Artists of the West for many years and was editor of the West 

Wind...our quarterly bulletin. As our editor in those early days of the group, Sherryl purchased a 

mimeograph machine to make it easier to put out the newsletter. At the time she was newsletter 

editor, the members contributed small images to use simply to dress up the newsletter.  

Her work is on display in many homes all over the world. Sherryl and husband Vince 

constructed three large metal sculptures that are on display in Ritzville, Washington. She did the 

Pioneer Woman with Child, Mr. Ritz and Shontz Schuler, her great-grandfather who was the 

contractor who built the Carnegie Library in Riizville. She also did many other small sculptures 

and artwork. Sherryl always had a camera in hand taking pictures of family, flowers and of 

course mules and horses to draw later.  

She is survived by her husband of 58 years, Vince Evans. Sherryl rests in peace in Ritzviile, 

Washington.  
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THE WEST WIND Quarterly Newsletter  

What’s Happening in Your Art World? 

Send in by Sept 5th, 2020,  

Blurb Times New Roman 25 to 50 words Font Size 

12, Images 72 dpi / 4” longest side  

Editor: Barbara Parish 

barbaraparish@verizon.net 

 

***This newsletter will contain larger articles about COVID 19 and how 

we are coping*** 

 
 

Board News 

 

WAOW JEWELRY COMMEMORATING our 50th ANNIVERSARY 

Burneta Venosdel collaborated with a jeweler friend to produce lovely WAOW jewelry for any 

WAOW who wants a pendant or earring or set of both. The silversmith making these, Ivy 

McNulty, is not making them for profit so much as to sponsor women in the arts. (She is making 

next to nothing on them, just an FYI.) They come in a bronze or sterling and can be viewed or 

ordered from a link on the WAOW Members Only page or from this link. Enjoy and wear them 

proudly in good health. https://imsilver.com/waow.html 

                        

mailto:barbaraparish@verizon.net
https://imsilver.com/waow.html
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HOW WAOW VOTES  

I know it has been confusing ladies, trying to vote on our bylaw amendments. We are using 

Survey Monkey (yes, I know, we use MailChimp for email blasts and now we’re using Survey 

Monkey – all things seem like monkey business lately, lol!) If you do not remember whether you 

voted on an issue, this site will not allow you to vote a second time, so don’t worry. I think the 

kinks have been worked out in our Survey Monkey polls and it should be smoother. 

It is so important to participate and look at an issue and vote, regardless of your opinion. We are 

all individuals. We have differing opinions. Just please vote when you see an issue come in front 

of our membership.  Thank you for taking the time and being part of the working corporation. 

Mary Ann Cherry 

      * * * 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Member News 
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Grace Schlesier ~ Meandering Tide a 12”x16” Oil was accepted into America Artists 

Professional League in May. The show like most all shows is online. I am a Fellow with AAPL 

and with this acceptance; I believe I am a Signature Member. 

Cross Currents, Oil was in the Salmagundi Members show in May, also online through Etsy.  

NOAPS accepted Nature’s Power a waterfall painting in oil for their Best of America exhibition 

in June/July 2020 also online. 

I am honored to be a part of WAOW                  

                                       

          Meandering Tide                                        Cross Currents 

 

Addren Doss ~ At the end of April when the entire focus of the nation was on COVID-19 and 

the health care and financial crisis it caused, I was trying to figure out what I could do the help 

the people most effected.  I am not a doctor, nurse, first responder, truck driver, farmer.  I am an 

artist and I can paint.  One of the major needs in the area where I live is food for the hungry.  As 

in many other areas, the need for food assistance is large.  Now with the loss of so many jobs it 

has exploded. 
I decided to take some of my older small paintings and create a fundraiser to benefit the 

Greensboro Urban Ministries Foodbank.  I priced them at drastically discounted prices so as 

many people as possible could participate in this fundraiser.  All net proceeds from the sales were 

donated to the Foodbank.  To me, net proceeds means everything over the shipping costs and art 

supplies used to create the painting.   

A new section was created on my website and 12 small older paintings (6X8 & 8X10) were 

posted.  I wrote a newsletter entitled “I Can Paint” explaining what I wanted to do and included a 

few of the images.  Then I posted it on face book in hopes of selling maybe 5 – 6 of the pieces.  I 

have been amazed at how fast the idea took off and the number of people who stepped up.  

Quickly it became evident that I needed to create some more of these little paintings for the 

fundraiser.  Now people were coming forward saying “but I wanted that…”  So, I said “fine, I’ll 

paint it for you again – no two original paintings are exactly alike”.  Some of these paintings are 
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plein air studies, some are studio studies for larger paintings.  None are pieces that would go to a 

gallery or show.  It turns out they have value on several levels.  Some have gone to repeat 

customers, some have gone to new customers, and some are the first piece of original artwork 

purchased.  All have helped feed the hungry in a number of communities. 

As of June 2, 33 paintings have sold and over $2600 has been donated to foodbank in 

Greensboro, NC; Asheville, NC; High Point, NC; Rockingham County, NC; and Houston, TX.  

All donations are made in honor of the person who purchased the painting. 

I plan on continuing this fundraiser through August.  Many of the larger pieces I planned to paint 

for galleries and shows have been put on hold for a couple of months as I continue to create these 

little pieces that I consider to be a win-win-win. 

You can see most of the paintings that have sold and those available by visiting my website 

www.addrendoss.com/collections  I will be glad to make donations to a food-bank in your 

community if you would like to participate.     

                         

   

Amy Evans ~ have been treating my quarantine as an artist in residency at home program. I am 

amazed at all the paintings I have produced so far: 25 and counting. I have been painting 

different subjects, using a new palette, and trying different substrates. It has been fun as well as a 

challenge. Having a studio in my home has proved to be such a gift  

                                                    
 

http://www.addrendoss.com/collections
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Barbara Nuss ~ "The Back Road" began as a plein air painting which got me out of the house 

during the coronavirus pandemic.  Finally, we had a decent day with sunshine, and I headed out 

with my paints and easel.  I drove around and around until I found this sparkly green space off 

the main road that looked promising.  After unloading all my gear and setting up my French 

easel, a woman pulled up in her car and nicely informed me that I was on her property.  Oops! 

  

I had thought it was county property as there was no mailbox or any other indication that it was 

private.  Anyway, she was very pleasant and welcomed to stay there as long as I wanted. 

 WHEW! 

  

Below is my plein air sketch and me.  Above is the finished painting, 18 x 14, oil on linen. 

              

 

Carol Strock Wasson ~ The COVID 19 crisis has brought new challenges to artists everywhere. 

I learned how to use zoom to teach class and to stay in touch with friends all over the country! I 

feel closer to my long-distance friends than I ever had before. Teaching a zoom class is a 

different story, it is very time consuming but has also helped to cement ideas and material on 

paper. I will feel better prepared when we resume workshops and classes in the future. I have 

also gained a few students who I normally wouldn't have. 

As far as painting is concerned, I am working more in the studio on larger paintings and learning 

to paint more abstractly. Something I was always interested in but have never taken the time to 

pursue.  
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Carolyn Mock ~ This is a painting l had been putting 

off for a while. " Thank You For This Day" is full of 

hope and wellbeing which is how l feel right now. This 

man who has so little takes time to give thanks for his 

blessings.  

 
                                                          

 
 
 

 

Dena Peterson ~ I’ve used my time at home to create my 

first online class through the Bemis School of Art at the Fine 

Arts Center of Colorado Springs. I’ve been wanting to do it 

for years! So, in a way, it was good for me to have my in-

person classes cancelled so that I could make this leap! 

Registration is due by June 13. I’ve created 4 demos to be 

watched at students’ leisure and I’ll be having live Zoom 

classes and office hours for feedback and questions. It’s 

called “Beyond Reality” and here is the link to register: 

https://artschool.csfineartscenter.org/events/va1-virtual-

beyond-reality/  

I was also the featured artists for Streamline Publishing on Facebook Live where portions of my 

instructional DVD, “Loving Van Gogh”, as well as an interview with Eric Rhoads about my 

work on “Loving Vincent”, which was nominated for an Academy Award for best animation in 

2018.  

I am an ambassador for Royal-Talens art products and was a featured artist for their Creators 

Studio Facebook Live interviews and demos. I did a pear ala Van Gogh and also discussed my 

work on “Loving Vincent”. I believe both videos are recorded and still available. 

Here is the link for the Creators Studio demo: https://youtu.be/XmqLszZKvT4  

In the meantime, I am 

enjoying experimenting 

with abstraction in my work 

and also using Cold Wax 

Medium. I hope to teach a 

class in that medium soon! 
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Dee Kirkham ~ So, here is a photo of one of my PAINT ALONG's with Dee Kirkham that I 

started doing after the stay at home order. I found that I just couldn't seem to find the inspiration 

or even the desire to get into my studio to paint.  And as I was in the process of videoing my 10 

weeks online still life oil painting course, I decided that I needed to get my inspiration back and 

one way to do that would to inspire others to paint too.  So I started doing FB "lives" on my 

private FB page "A Painter's Path with Dee Kirkham" every Wednesday.  The first Paint Along I 

did was 4 hours long and everyone stayed for the whole time to watch.  Then I found that on FB 

live, there is not a lot of interaction between 

everyone so moved to the ZOOM platform.  This has 

turned out to be a great time of painting together, or 

some artists just watching and sharing our 

frustrations, struggles and learning together.  The 

videos are on the FB page and can be viewed by 

anyone as often as they want.   I received a lot of 

encouragement and inspiration to continue them, 

which I certainly plan to do.  They are free, fun, full 

of learning to paint for all level of artists and 

meeting new artists, sharing our artist path with each 

other. 
 

                                                               

 

Cecy Turner ~ was featured in an article, “Winter Wonderland,” in the January/February issue of 

Art of the West Magazine on pages 24-25. The other 

artists featured in the article are Kami Mendlik, Brent 

Cotton, Matt Smith, Jennifer Moses and Jay Moore. 

Also, her 11x14 oil, “Shining Star,” was accepted into 

the American Impressionist Society’s 4th Annual Small 

Works Showcase to be held at RS Hanna Gallery in 

Fredericksburg, TX, from March 6 – April 4th. 

 
 

                                             

 

Ginger Whellock ~ “I host a group of artists twice a month in my teaching studio in my home. 

This is a morphing group of individuals who gather to create together, to support each other, 

share our individual creative ideas, learn from each other, and laugh a lot. And then COVID hit. 

A couple of weeks into safe-at- home we were lonely and missed each other a lot. So I created 

The Challenge Project to keep us connected, creating and sharing. Here is how it works. I select 

one or more photos of a variety of subjects from my thousands of personal photographs. 

Sometimes I just choose one and sometimes I let them vote on a few. The winning photo then 

becomes our inspiration for our creation for which I set a deadline and only one rule - the image 

chosen must be our inspiration for whatever we create. I usually give them hints about 
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composition, color values, harmony, temperature, and edges (I am a teacher of classic methods 

after  

all!). These artists work in many media - sculpture, digital art, acrylic, watercolor, mixed media, 

pastel, oil, weaving, stitching, rug hooking, colored pencil, graphite etc. Our styles are all 

different too from abstract expressionism, contemporary realism, photo-realism, impressionism, 

abstraction, and anything else you might think up.  

From the very beginning, I knew we were going to be thrilled with how everyone with such 

diverse community genres interpreted the image, We have all been thrilled by the diversity, 

talent, professionalism, effort and creativity of everyone. We are now finishing our Challenge 

Project #4.  

Here is a small sample of our variety of interpretations from a shared image. We now have 14 to 

16 participants for each Challenge and plan on continuing until we can safely gather together 

again."  

 
                                                                                

 

 

Gloria Chadwick ~ I won Second Place (Water media) at the 

2020 Bold & Brightest Annual competition at the Scottsdale 

Artists School. Very happy and honored even though that  event 

was also closed because COVID 19. 

Our local art association (2 WAOW members belong) almost 

opened a Gallery in the center of downtown El Cajon. Closed 

before we opened by COVID but we managed to use the 

storefront to focus on the mandated “wear a mask “effort. Then 

we put on an Online “Pandemic Times” art show and had the 

Chief Medical Officer of San Diego County jury the show. Who 

else could relate to the pandemic other than the MD responsible 

for 3.3 million San Diegans. We will open when authorized but for now rethinking possibilities 

and encouraging open online shows and workshops to bring us into a new world of art ideas and 

opportunities. 

 

                                                                           

Linda Star Landon 

The Story of Priscilla the Presbyterian Peccary 
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Last Spring (2019) the historic town and artist colony of Tubac, 

Arizona decided to launch the Javelinas de Tubac project.  

Inspired by other cities with sculptures of animals painted by 

local artists, Tubac decided to have the local pesky wild 

javelinas.  I was fortunate to be asked to participate.  Sculptor, 

Nick Wilson, created a wonderful life-like, life-size javelina.  It 

weighed 50 pounds and took up the center of my studio for 3 

months.  I had never done anything like this before.  I had 

never used acrylics or painted anything 3D.  I only knew I 

wanted her to be very colorful with swirly designs, and that she 

would have flirty Minnie Mouse eyelashes.    I really don’t 

know where that inspiration came from because it is not at all 

what I usually paint.  I just wanted to have fun swirling colors 

around.  So I just started in!  As I began to paint it began to 

look like tye dye.  So, I thought, OK, I can go with that.  We were supposed to name our 

javelinas But I am terrible at thinking up titles for my art and just could not come up with a 

name.  So, I said that whoever eventually bought her could name her.   Last October all 40+ of 

the javelinas were unveiled at a party for artists and sponsors.  Then they were placed all around 

Tubac, nearby towns, and in the Tucson airport.  Then the auctions were held.  A woman I know 

from my church bought mine.  She convinced the church to display the javelina on the grounds.  

She named her Priscilla the Presbyterian Peccary.  At the end of March, the Javelinas were 

released to their new owners.  So now Priscilla resides in her new home, greeting visitors by the 

door of Valley Presbyterian Church in Green Valley, Arizona.  

You can see more of the Javelinas de Tubac at   https://javelinasdetubac.com  

                                      

 

                                                      

 

 

           

 

 

 

Jan Delipsey ~ This last few months have been filled with surprises amidst challenges.... An 

award & sale at NOAPS national show, AIS small works show, and several online sales. I have 

included “El Corbetizo” which will be in the upcoming American Artists Plains Show in San 

Angelo, Texas opening in June. The last thing I expected through all this pandemic was an 

inventory challenge so I am at the easel more than I thought I would be. Given that I have had 

https://javelinasdetubac.com/


June 2020 Newsletter 

13 

the privilege to stay home in a safe place, I feel a 

duty to straighten the shoulders and carry on with 

assertive compassion. Like many of you, there are so 

many small things we can and have all done (Julie 

Hayes with her mask sewing!) to help those helping 

others. Being a part of that network has given me a 

renewed resolve to be thankful every day for very 

small things – the joy of taking a deep breath, the 

excited tail wagging of Cosmo when we being our 

morning walk, an embrace from my partner and dearest friend .... All fully, loved, taken deeply 

into my soul, and etched in my mind. Remain Calm and Carry on!  

                                                          

 

Kathy Steventon ~ For me COVID-19 home isolation has been an amazing time, simply 

because we have had the luxury of no one being sick in our family, and our income has not been 

significantly impacted. Too many in America have felt both these things. I know how lucky we 

are. We are raising our granddaughter Riley who is 

ten-years-old. Learning to homeschool her for the 

last two months has been a challenge and a blessing 

for the both of us. We finally found our niche and 

groove with that, which allowed me to get back into 

the studio to work on larger paintings. This piece is 

called “Sacred Slumber”, oil on canvas, 30 x 40” 

via palette knife technique. I LOVE working large, 

but often find that the gallery needs smaller pieces 

for their walls. As our gallery was closed, I decided to do several large pieces, with more planned 

for later this year, and it feels GREAT. In addition, and out of the blue, I received an email from 

iCanvas.com, asking me to license some of my work for their website that sells prints and 

merchandise. Overall, this COVID-19 has been a very special time for my work and my family. 

In the deepest gratitude that we all remain healthy going forward. My heart is with the 100,000+ 

families affected by loss during this time.  

Mary Frankel ~ During COVID19 I found it very relaxing to go into my studio 

and do charcoal portrait drawings instead of my usual oil paintings. Maybe it felt 

that way because I didn’t have to worry about color, it was not as messy to clean-
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up or could easily pick back up at those 2:00 in the morning times when sleep 

eludes your best efforts. Shows were/are cancelled, and the world felt like it was 

put on hold. I guess one of the knock-off effects of this was the feeling that it is ok 

to just do art! Just create! Just lose oneself in something that feeds your soul 

without any agenda. Now the world is slowly opening back up. Uncertainty still 

rules but the ways in which we have begun to adapt to our stalled existence is like 

the mortar in a 

brick wall, 

filling in the 

gaps and 

holding things 

together. I hope 

we all will hold 

on to the good 

things we got 

out of this 

Covid 

experience. 

More time and connection with family, more time with books and cooking or in the 

garden, and falling in love again with that spark of creativity that landed us in this 

great endeavor of art in the first place. As we all get back into ‘real’ life again, let 

us reflect on what Thomas Merton says, “Art enables us to find ourselves and lose 

ourselves at the same time.”  

Charcoal portraits of two of my teachers, Jeff Legg and Huihan Liu.  

Nana Carrillo ~ Most often I’m a landscape painter in pastels, but this quarantine time has 

inspired me to look for inspiration with a new perspective.  

On my long walks, I’ve been noticing the patterns I see in the natural world. Taking photos that 

are more close up than usual, I’ve found a fascination with creating abstracts from the designs I 

see. There is so much beauty in 

plain sight, I’m now a treasure 

hunter for these images.  

Here are a couple pastels I’ve 

created recently... Take care and 

stay safe,  
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Patricia Rose Ford. ~ This pandemic has been difficult for many, 

but for us artists it can also be a benefit. For me, I have been able 

to use the “lockdown” time to spend more time in the studio rather 

than outdoors in painting in plein air with my pastels. In so doing I 

have re-visited my original medium of watercolors, and I am really 

enjoying it. I dug out old photos from our travels here in the West, 

and have been painting western scenes, which is what I had done 

years ago in the 80’s. Here is one of the paintings I recently 

finished. “Compadres” wc 11x21 - So my friends rather than 

focusing on all the sadness outside, get in the studio and create.  

                                             

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you're a senior, you will love this hilarious Pandemic poem from New Zealand. 

 

“I'm normally a social girl 

I love to meet my mates 

But lately with the virus here 
We can't go out the gates. 

 

You see, we are the 'oldies' now 

We need to stay inside 

If they haven't seen us for a while 
They'll think we've upped and died. 

 

They'll never know the things we did 

Before we got this old 

There wasn't any Facebook 
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So not everything was told. 

 
We may seem sweet old ladies 

Who would never be uncouth 

But we grew up in the 60s - 

If you only knew the truth! 

 
There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll 

The pill and miniskirts 

We smoked, we drank, we partied 

And were quite outrageous flirts. 

 
Then we settled down, got married 

And turned into someone's mum, 

Somebody's wife, then nana, 

Who on earth did we become? 

 
We didn't mind the change of pace 

Because our lives were full 

But to bury us before we're dead 

Is like a red rag to a bull! 

 
So here you find me stuck inside 

For 4 weeks, maybe more 

I finally found myself again 

Then I had to close the door! 

 
It didn't really bother me 

I'd while away the hour 

I'd bake for all the family 

But I've got no bloody flour! 

 
Now Netflix is just wonderful 

I like a gutsy thriller 

I'm swooning over Idris 

Or some random sexy killer. 

 
At least I've got a stash of booze 

For when I'm being idle 

There's wine and whiskey, even gin 

If I'm feeling suicidal! 

 
So let's all drink to lockdown 
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To recovery and health 

And hope this bloody virus 
Doesn't decimate our wealth. 

 

We'll all get through the crisis 

And be back to join our mates 

Just hoping I'm not far too wide 
To fit through the flaming gates!” 

Author - Jan Beaumont, Auckland NZ https://www.facebook.com/janbeamont/ 

 
Victoria Castillo ~ Thrilled to be invited by the owner of Settler's West gallery to join their 

2021 American Miniatures Exhibition to be held next 

winter.  

Grateful to receive two lovely ribbons in the mail 

from our WAOW show and a lovely prize package 

(gift certificates sure beat bills!)  

Learning how to give my husband a decent haircut 

(gaining new appreciation for sculptors!) and 

mastering the lost art of leisurely picnics in the park 

with my sweetie and sparkling rosé.  

Aruna Rao ~ I have a couple of great updates to share! I am featured in the Emerging Artist 

section of Southwest Art Magazine (June 2020) Here is the link - 

https://www.southwestart.com/articles-interviews/emerging- artists/emerging-artists-aruna-rao  

I also sold my latest painting to a collector! - 

https://www.arunaraofineart.com/workszoom/3589625#/  

I will next start work on a landscape painting, which I am going to submit to the OPA Western 

Regional show.  

Elizabeth Lewis Scott ~ Except for less “out and 

about time,” the pandemic hasn't changed things 

much, as the farm where I live and have my 

studio keeps me at least six hundred feet from 

everyone except my husband and the horses, cats, 

dogs, goats, and sheep!  

Upcoming 

July: Fine Art Collector magazine's "Today's 

Masters" feature   

Aug-Sep: Phippen Museum of Western Art's 

"Hold Your Horses" exhibit & sale 

https://www.facebook.com/janbeamont/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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October: Teaching a watercolor workshop for the American Academy of Equine Art 

https://www.aaea.net/workshops 

 

 

Jean Apgar ~ While we shelter in place due to COVID-19, I have been working on my 

watercolors. It seemed like a time to undertake something complex and time consuming, so I 

decided to paint the leaves that carpeted our yard last fall. It is definitely going to take a lot of 

time, careful drawing, and painting to complete this piece  

Our son is a Captain on our city's fire department and his wife is a nurse. We care for our 7-year-

old granddaughter while they are working. So, we have to be very careful of our contacts with 

others since a firefighter/paramedic and a nurse are potentially exposed to the virus on each shift 

they work.  

Having an absorbing and engaging activity in my 

artwork helps to refocus my mind from the unknown 

outcome of the pandemic to the complexities of color, 

composition, value, and other elements involved in 

painting.  

We can't change the world or cure a virus, but we can 

add a little bit of art to daily existence.  

                                                          

Julie Gowing Hayes - The birds have been busy this spring and I never tire of watching them!! 

I've noticed that others have found more time to watch, too, and even with all of the uncertainty 

I'm finding there are people wanting more beauty in their lives. To quote one of my collectors: " 

I need a little happy in my life and your painting makes me smile". It brings me joy to know I 

can have a positive impact. So, while many of the shows have cancelled or postponed, we're all 

trying to find ways to stay connected. Our local Art Walk in Rogers, Arkansas has gone virtual 

on Facebook. I am also part of two weekly Zoom/FaceTime calls with other artists and it helps 

tremendously!  

                    

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aaea.net/workshops
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Vicki Pedersen ~ Here are a couple of works that I recently finished. In fact, "Faded Memories" 

was just finished this morning. 

I have been painting quite a bit, that's been fun!!  

                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen F. Howerton ~ WAOW Master-

Signature Member, has had good luck 

during the pandemic.  Even though 6 

shows have been cancelled or just 

online the past few months and going 

forward, her advertising in Art of the 

West, Western Art Collector and social 

media has paid off!   
 
“Too 

Close for 

Comfort,” 

painted for the Settlers West show sold recently to one of Helen’s 

longtime collectors.  Helen also received a commission painting of 

hunting dogs after a collector saw her work in Art of the West. 
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Her ad in Western Art Collectors June issue resulted in selling, "Mourning Doves & Saguaro 

Blossoms” which goes to a collector in Gainsville, FLA. 

 

“I’ve always believed in advertising in building a long-term career.  Even sold newspaper 

advertising in another life years ago before painting full time.  If you have the funds, it is a good 

thing as collectors, Gallery and Museum Directors see your work in the magazines and may 

contact you with an opportunity.  WAOW group advertising is a great way to start with the 

special prices our Board members acquire from publishers.” 

 

 

         Deanne McKeown ~ I'm working on a couple of new 

pieces, one of which I have an in-process image of. I've been 

doing a series of dog portraits, and the one I am working on 

now of a Scottish Terrier. 

 

 

                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

2019 WAOW Elected Board Members 

President  Mary Ann 
Cherry 

maryanncherry@icloud.com - 
208-524-1284 

1st Vice President  Donna 
Merchant 
Crooks 

merchantcrooks@gmail.com 
or 970-903-3405 

2nd Vice President  Burneta 
Venosdel 

sculptorok@pldi.net 

Corporate Secretary    

mailto:maryanncherry@icloud.com
mailto:merchantcrooks@gmail.com
mailto:sculptorok@pldi.net
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Treasurer  Dee Kirkham deekirkham@msn.com 

2019 Board Advisors 

Advisor to the 
Board 

 Amy Evans amyeart@gmail.com 

Advisor to the 
Board 

 Christine 
Graefe Drewyer 

cdrewyer@aol.com 

Advisor to the 
Board 

 Heather Arenas artist@heatherarenas.com 

Advisor to the 
Board 

 Barbara Nuss barbaranuss@verizon.net 

2019 Appointed Positions 

Show Chair 
2019 

 Christine Graefe 
Drewyer 

cdrewyer@aol.com 

Co-Chair 2019  Amy Evans amyeart@gmail.com 

Show Venue 
Chair 

 Janice Wright jwright.artist@att.net 

Bookkeeper  
dues can be paid 

by PayPal on the 
member's page or 
by snail mail. 

CHECKS MUST 
BE MADE OUT 
TO WAOW. 

 Linda Star 
Landon 

1465 W. Prestwick 
Drive 
Green Valley, AZ 

85622 

waow2017@gmail.com 

Membership 
Chair 

(including 
signature 
applications) 

 Donna Merchant 
Crooks 

merchantcrooks@gmail.com or 
970-903-3405 

Member 
Outreach Chair 

 Mikela Cameron Mmmcam90@gmail.com 

Co-Member 
Outreach Chair 

 Ann Goble annmgoble@gmail.com 

mailto:deekirkham@msn.com
mailto:amyeart@gmail.com
mailto:cdrewyer@aol.com
mailto:artist@heatherarenas.com
mailto:barbaranuss@verizon.net
mailto:cdrewyer@aol.com
mailto:amyeart@gmail.com
mailto:jwright.artist@att.net
mailto:LindaStarLandon@gmail.com
mailto:merchantcrooks@gmail.com
mailto:Mmmcam90@gmail.com
mailto:annmgoble@gmail.com
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Advertising/Pub
licity Director 

 Jan Delipsey drdelipsey@litigationedge.net 

Co-Publicity 
Chair 

 Mary Frankel fmfrankel@yahoo.com 

Recording 
Secretary 

 Julie Gowing 
Hayes 

juliehayesart@gmail.com 

Sponsorship 
Chair 

If you would like 
to donate an 
award to our 

show, this is your 
contact info 

 Heather Coen coen851@yahoo.com 

Historian  Pat Ford patriciaroseford@gmail.com 

Webmistress - 
Artist Page 

submission form is 
on the Members 
Only page of the 

website and must 
accompany your 
correctly resized 

images. 

 Nori Thorne norithorne@gmail.com 

Newsletter 
Editor - send 

your news to 
Barbara 

 Barbara Parish barbaraparish@verizon.net 

CaFe' 
Administrator 

 Mejo Okon mejokon@hotmail.com or 325-
227-3173 

Scholarship 
Chair 

 Lanie Frick lanie@laniefrick.com 

Social Media 
Specialist 

 Nancy 
Romanovsky 

nancy@nancyromanovsky.com 

mailto:drdelipsey@litigationedge.net
mailto:fmfrankel@yahoo.com
mailto:victoriaroach@yahoo.com
mailto:coen851@yahoo.com
mailto:patriciaroseford@gmail.com
mailto:norithorne@gmail.com
mailto:barbaraparish@verizon.net
mailto:mejokon@hotmail.com
mailto:lanie@laniefrick.com
mailto:nancy@nancyromanovsky.com
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Groups.io Site 
Director (group 

email) 

 Elin Pendleton elinart@mac.com 

 

mailto:info@elinart.com
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November 21, 2020
WAOW Newsletter

Women Artists of The West 
The Voice of Women Artists of the West 

Mary Ann Cherry, WAOW President 2019 ~ 2020 

President’s Message: 

What troubled times we are living in, ladies. All of us are weathering the storm in a constant state 
of distress and disquiet. But we are not alone. We are never alone. Over three-hundred women are 
facing the same challenges, walking the same walk. While some have more worries to cope with 
than others, none are untouched by the pandemic, the crazy election, the shut-downs and closed 
schools and churches. We will get through this.
What can we do when it seems so immeasurably difficult to go to the easel and paint, or to stand at 
the sculpting table to work with a calm, untroubled, cheerful heart. The answer is simply – we do 
whatever it takes. We stiffen our spine and get to it. On some days it takes more steely resolve 
than on others. 

We get up, we stand up, and we toughen up! We, as strong professional women, can do this!
Once we put that first stroke on the canvas or feel the weight of that wax or clay, we get in the
zone and begin creating beauty.



As we replenish our inventory, we also replenish our creative spirit and soothe our souls. We 
make ourselves healthier and stronger, thereby becoming stronger and more effective to our 
family as well. I know most of our members agree that ultimately family comes first. Are you 
doing them a favor by putting off and putting away that essential part of you that creates the 
beautiful work? No. 

We are the mainstay of the home. Our health and emotional health matters. It’s important to put 
the oxygen mask on yourself first, before helping others on an airline flight. As natural care-
givers that wouldn’t come easy to us, and neither does finding time for yourself or your art in 
this current turmoil. 

If you are caring for someone ill, it may be hard to find even five minutes. But please find that 
five minutes. In doing so, you may also find a lost soul. Yourself.

It’s crazy out there. Stay safe, be well, be happy. Find the joy in each day. Call a friend and 
simply connect. Try a new medium you’ve always been curious about or pick up an old one you 
haven’t touched in years. Make small gems to use for extra inventory. Update your website. In 
other words, be productive. 

Happy Thanksgiving, Ladies. I treasure each and every one of you and I have been infinitely 
honored to be your president.

Mary Ann Cherry
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THE WEST WIND Quarterly Newsletter 

What’s Happening in Your Art World? 

Send in by JANUARY 25th, 2021,
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Font Size 12 
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Editor: Barbara Parish 

barbaraparish@verizon.net 
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Museum of Western Art NEWS

Mary Frankel, Nomination Committee Head

This is the WAOW election for Board of Directors 2021. 
Member Vote Request will arrive in December (21 days after newsletter is published)

Here are the candidates you will be voting for:

Presidential candidate - Burneta Venosdel

Vice Presidential Candidate - Judy Fairley

Second term approval for current Treasurer, Dee Kirkham Second term approval for 

current Secretary, Julie Gowing Hayes 

Continued on page 4 are the resumes for the President and Vice President candidates:

ELECTION NEWS

At the present time we are planning no in-person activities for the 2021 show at the 
Museum of Western Art in Kerrville, Texas. However, this may change with the 
promising potential of a COvid-19 vaccine becoming available and the show chairs 
will keep you informed of any change in the agenda. There is a possibility of some 
wonderful virtual events including a plein-air event, but again, Barbara Mauldin and 
CJ Latta will post news as things develop. Work will be hung and it appears we 
already have a pre-sale! YAY! 

Thank you to all of our WAOWS who submitted work for the exhibition and 
congratulations to those accepted. We wish you great visibility and hopefully some 
checks for your work! Thank you to Nori Thorne for producing the lovely catalog and 
to Jan Delipsey and Nori Thorne for the ad production, the ad negotiations and work!

I would like to thank the nomination committee  of Mary Frankel, Donna Merchant 
Crooks and Ilene Gienger Stanfield for their effort on the 2020 nomination committee
You are certainly appreciated, Ladies..Mary Ann Cherry 

Thank you to the Nomination Committee.
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PROFILE 

BURNETA VENOSDEL 
SCULPTOR/ARTIST 

ARTIST’S STATEMENT 

“My work is embedded in memories and experiences, growing up in the rural 
area of northwestern Oklahoma. I am proud of my upbringing and pioneering 
roots. I am driven to express myself and record these subjects in bronze.” 

BIO 

Venosdel was raised on a small farm in Oklahoma where the land run of 1893 
rooted her family. She took a painting class from a local artist at the age of 
eight and knew then she wanted to become an artist. 

Not realizing her dream until in her sixties, Venosdel has accomplished much 
in a very short time. Among the many highlights of her career are; the placing 
of a sculpture of Chief Satanta in the Fort Sill Indian Journey Museum, 
Lawton, Oklahoma, being a Featured Artist’s Show at the Museum of Western 
Art, Kerrville, Texas, participating in a three-woman Show at The Carriage 
Factory Art Gallery, Newton Kansas, the unveiling of a sculpture at The 
Museum of Contemporary Art in Hot Springs, Arkansas, being selected 
instructor at 35th Western Art Academy, Schreiner University, a solo Exhibit 

Presidential Candidate
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and unveiling of Marshal McCully at the Sod House Museum. 

Founding member of Preserving Arts in the Osage, Venosdel has helped 
organize and bring fine art shows to Pawhuska, helped establish the Ole’#1 
FireHouse Arts Center. Venosdel has volunteered many hours to education, 
mentoring, and worked on the larger than life size monument of actor Ben 
Johnson for Bronze Horse Foundry, in Pawhuska. 

Venosdel has taught sculpting at Echota Arts, Oklahoma Sculpture Society, the 
Sod House Museum, Tallgrass Art School and in the rotunda of the Woolaroc 
Museum near Bartlesville...greeting visitors from all over the world. 

Venosdel belongs to Ozark Pastel Society, Oklahoma Pastel Society, Women 
Artists of the West, American Women Artists, and American Plains Artists. 
She is past co-chair for the WAOW National show in Bartlesville and serves on 
the Women Artists of the West Board as Vice President. 

Burneta is a national award- winning sculptor and painter who creates 
dynamic, strong, western-influenced, detail-rich modern pieces, with a 
keen eye of a conservationist. 

Master-Signature WAOW
Women Artists of the West Current Board and Vice President WAOW 

Signature American Plains Artists Signature American Women Artists 

Western Art Academy Instructor Schreiner University/Houston Rodeo Livestock Show 

CONTACT 

918-868-6070 www.eaglechiefstudios.com sculptorok@pldi.net

REPRESENTATION 

Echota Arts Tahlequah, Oklahoma

Museum of Western Art Kerrville, Tex

*******
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For Vice President:

Judy Fairley taught Pastel through Walla Walla Community College for 40 years. 
She still teaches pastel Classes at the Valley Art Center in Clarkston, Washington, 
as well as workshops in both pastel and scratchboard. She has been an active 
member with the Women Artists of the West since 1977 and in those early years 
worked as an area director and worked with Sheryl Evans on the Westwind 
Newsletter. She is also a Signature member of the organization. 

She was a member and past president of the Snakeriver Showcase for 34 years and 
Vice President of the Valley Art Center. Judy is also an advisory board member of 
the Celebration of Western Art in Puyallup, Washington and for the Fred Oldfield 
Western Heritage Center. 

Judy is also a Signature member of the International Society of Scratchboard 
Artists.
In 2012 She was awarded the Nancy McLaughlin Award for excellence in 
versatility by a female artist.
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Judy maintains a studio in the Dahmen Artisian Barn in Uniontown, Wa. She has 
won numerous awards throughout her career and wishes to work once again with 
the governing body of this wonderful organization. 

More information : website: www.judyfairley.com , Artisans at the Dahmen Barn: 
www.artisanbarn.org 

******* 

MEMBER NEWS

Debbie Hughbanks ~ My pastel painting, “Nocturne”, recently received Best in Show Small 
Works at the Parklane Gallery Winter Show of Miniatures and Small Works (Kirkland, WA). 
This annual show had an amazing and eclectic mix of more that 400 pieces this year. I felt 
honored to receive this award.
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My pastel painting titled "Trail Boss" received the Best Western Award in the August PleinAir 
Salon Competition. The juror was George Billis of George Billis Gallery. 
This painting also received an Award of Excellence at the 35th Annual American Plains Artists 
Exhibit earlier this year.

Iwona Jankowski ~ My  "Twilight Shadow" - Mottled Horses has been invited to the Cheyenne 
Frontier Days™ Old West Museum
39th Annual Western Spirit Juried Art Show.

Patrica Rose Ford ~ My painting “Heading Home” will be in the upcoming 2021 WAOW 
exhibition. 
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I’ve been painting inside since early this year due to the virus, but I do miss all of the Plein Air 
events I usually participate in. Studio time however, has been helpful in renewing my watercolor 
background. I look forward  to painting outside again in 2021 I hope!

WAOW BOARD MEMBERS

2020 WAOW Elected Board Members 

President ~ Mary Ann Cherry maryanncherry@icloud.com 208-524-1284

1st Vice-President ~ Donna Merchant Crooks

merchantcrooks@gmail.com 970-903-3405

2nd Vice -President ~ Burneta Venosdel sculptorok@pldi.net Secretary 

~ Julie Gowing Hayes juliehayesart@gmail.com

Treasurer ~ Dee Kirkham  deekirkham@msn.com

mailto:maryanncherry@icloud.com
mailto:merchantcrooks@gmail.com
mailto:sculptorok@pldi.net
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2020 Board Advisors 

Amy Evans ~ amyeart@gmail.com

Christine Graefe Drewyer ~ cdrewyer@aol.com

Barbara Nuss ~ barbaranuss@verizon.net

2020 Appointed Positions

Show Chair ~ Barbara Mauldin mizbarb@hotmail.com

Co Chair ~ CJ Latta cjlatta@hughes.net

Show Venue Chair ~ Robbie Fitzpatrick rnfitzpatrick@comcast.net

Bookkeeper ~ Linda Star Landon waow2017@gmail.com

1465 W. Prestwick Drive, Green Valley. AZ. 85622

Dues can be paid by PayPal on the member’s page or by snail mail. Checks must 
be made out to: WAOW

Member Chair ~ Donna Merchant Crooks merchantcrooks@gmail.com 
970-903-3405

Member Outreach Chair ~ Mikela Cameron Mmmcam90@gmail.com 

Co Member Outreach Chair ~ Ann Goble annmgoble@gmail.com 

Advertising/Publicity Director ~ Jan Delipsey drdelipsey@litigationedge.net 

Co Publicity Chair ~ Mary Frankel fmfrankel@yahoo.com

Recording Secretary ~ Julie Gowing Hayes juliehayesart@gmail.com

Sponsorship Chair ~ Mary Ann Cherry

mailto:amyeart@gmail.com
mailto:cdrewyer@aol.com
mailto:barbaranuss@verizon.net
mailto:annmgoble@gmail.com
mailto:drdelipsey@litigationedge.net
mailto:fmfrankel@yahoo.com
mailto:juliehayesart@gmail.com
mailto:coen851@yahoo.com
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 Historian ~ Patricia Rose Ford patriciaroseford@gmail.com

Webmistress ~ Nori Thorne norithorne@gmail.com

Artist Page submission form is on the Members Only page of the website and must 
accompany your correctly resized images.

Newsletter Editor ~ Barbara Parish barbaraparish@verizon.net

Send artist news and board updates 

CaFe’ Administrator ~ Mejo Okon mejokon@hotmail.com 325-227-3173 

Scholarship Chair ~ Lanie Frick lanie@laniefrick.com

Social Media Specialist ~ Nancy Romanovsky Nancy@nancyromanovsky.com 

Groups.io Site Director ~ Elin Pendleton elinart@mac.com  

mailto:patriciaroseford@gmail.com
mailto:norithorne@gmail.com
mailto:barbaraparish@verizon.net
mailto:mejokon@hotmail.com
mailto:lanie@laniefrick.com
mailto:Nancy@nancyromanovsky.com
http://Groups.io
mailto:elinart@mac.com
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